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There are two categories of forgiveness in the Bible: God toward man and man toward man.  This lesson deals with the latter; man toward man.

Has anyone ever wronged you?  All of us can answer yes to that.  Yet God instructs us to forgive others.  Is that unreasonable?  Is God out of touch with how really mean people can be to each other?  God is not out of touch with anything.  Yet as our Creator He knows what is best for us, and as our Savior He can enable us to do His will, even in the area of forgiving others.

Stephen, first martyr of the Church

Acts 6:8 ‑ 7:60
Stephen had everything going for him.  He was a new Christian.  He was chosen to be a deacon.  Stephen, the Bible says, was "a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 6:5). At the end of Acts chapter seven Stephen is stoned to death.  What was his reaction to his attackers?   Stephen was full of faith, Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit, AND STEPHEN FORGAVE THOSE WHO WERE GOING TO KILL HIM!

The crucifixion of Jesus
Luke 23:26‑34
Jesus suffered physically during the crucifixion.  The Old Testament book of Isaiah says in chapter 52 and verse 14, As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so marred, more than any man.  Visage means appearance; Jesus' appearance was so marred, or destroyed, that he was unrecognizable.  He was beaten to a pulp.  He was beaten for your sins.  And while on the cross, Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.  What a man.  What a Savior.

Joseph
Genesis 50:14‑26
A little background on Joseph: Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers when he was only 17 years old (they were jealous of him because he was the favorite of their father).  Joseph then ended up in prison.  For years he was separated from his father and family.  Eventually, they were rejoined.  When Jacob (the father) died, Joseph's brothers figured for sure that Joseph would get revenge on them.  They asked Joseph to forgive them.  Joseph had forgiven them years ago.  Joseph knew God.  Do you know God?  Could you forgive someone, or some people who had done you so much wrong?  God requires forgiveness.  Is this always easy.  No.  Can you do it? Yes.  With the help of the Holy Spirit of God you can do it.  You can do God's will.  You can!

The Lord's prayer
Matthew 6:9‑15
Everyone knows this prayer.  But look at the verses that come immediately after this prayer!  If you don't forgive others, God will not forgive you.  That's the Bible.  If you can't forgive others, you have a real problem on your hands.  Ask God to help you to forgive others, then determine to do it.  That's God's way.

Honor Mother and Father

Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:2, 3
Notice that we are to honor (respect) our parents.  For some people, where mom and dad always supported them, loved them, stood by them through thick and thin, this is easy.  What about when our parents neglected us, rejected us, abused us.  God still requires us to respect them.  We can't do that until we forgive them.  This is a command.  God says that if we love Him, we'll keep his commandments (see 1 John 5:3).  JUST DO IT.  Honor them.  Live a long life!

The parable of the wicked servant
Matthew 18:21‑35
This character is a real mind blower.  The story goes how the servant had accumulated a huge debt (the equivalent of $53 million).  He was going to be punished, but he asked for forgiveness, and the debt was cleared.  Then, someone owed him the equivalent of $44.  Yet he would not forgive this person, rather he had him punished.  The one who owed the greater debt that had been forgiven was then, because he had no mercy, more severely punished.  God has forgiven us of a mountain of sins and trespasses.  For us not to forgive our brother is a grievous thing, and God will not tolerate it.

Selected Scriptures:
Luke 6:37  Judge not, and you shall not be judged: condemn not, and you shall not be condemned: forgive, and you shall be forgiven.

Romans 12:14  Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.

Ephesians 4:32  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you.

Colossians 3:13  Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against you; even as Christ forgave you, so you do also.

God is looking for men with guts enough to take Him at His word.  God commands forgiveness.  Are you man enough to do God's will?  The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:11, When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
It takes a man to understand and do God's will.  Kids don't forgive others, they often hold a grudge.  Be a man.  Forgive others.
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