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The Bible has a lot to say about unity. Living in unity among the brothers is the will of God. Consider this from both the Old and New Testaments: Psalm 33:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!, and, Ephesians 4:3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. The trinity of God is in complete unity, and when Christians behave this way God is well pleased and is present with His people. Jesus said in Matthew 18:19-20 Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name I am there in the midst of them. There is power in unity, in being unified – and just the opposite is true regarding those who are contentious and take pleasure in sowing discord, in upsetting the plans, in fomenting strife. Let’s look at the sad side of human behavior and see what God Almighty thinks of it.
Proverbs 16:14-19 Frowardness
 is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord. 15Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. 16These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 

The above passage is commonly referred to as “the seven abominations.” Note how sowing discord is mentioned twice. Note how those who do that are inviting sudden calamity, and to be broken without remedy. No one who is thinking clearly wants that. Christians need to be taught this because it’s natural to do wrong, but it takes understanding and God’s Spirit living within us to do right. Let’s take heed and not be those who sow discord among the brethren.
Romans 16:17-18 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 

Paul the apostle is talking to the church about people within the church. How many times have I seen troublemakers given pass after pass and all the while they are disrupting the church’s business, standing in the way of progress, and fomenting strife. Rather than tip-toeing around them, they should be confronted. If they won’t change, then they get the boot. They are to be marked and then avoided. Get them out. In the prison ministry we occasionally run into a volunteer who has to be dismissed due to this very issue. Sad, heart wrenching, but necessary.  They serve themselves, and not Christ, and they are not productive to the work of the kingdom of God. 
3 John 9-10 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church. 

This man was marked, Diotrephes, someone who enjoyed the glory, who enjoyed the attention, who used his influence for his own purposes. This man used malicious words and his position to oppose godly ministers. In this case, Diotrephes opposed John the apostle. The apostle whom Jesus loved. The one who wrote the Book of the Revelation. This very man has the testimony of resisting John the apostle. Again, in my 30 years of being in the Christian community, I have seen head-strong men in positions of authority abuse that authority and demonstrate infantile behavior, wholly inconsistent with the clear teachings of the will of God. John the apostle faced it, now let’s see what happened to Paul the apostle:
2 Timothy 4:14-18 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: 15Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words. 16At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 17Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Almost a carbon copy of what happened to John. Here Paul points out this man by name, just as John did. Alexander withstood the words of Paul and influenced others to do so also. This was a grief to Paul, both as a minister and as a person with feelings. God came to his aid, but how much better if knuckleheads like Diotrephes and Alexander just got with the program, allowed the Holy Ghost to indwell them and lead them, and experienced the change of attitude and actions that God is looking for when we come out of darkness and into the light. How would you like to have the testimony of Alexander? No thanks!
2 Samuel 15:2-6  And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate: and it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 4Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice! 5And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him. 6And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

King David didn’t escape having someone sow discord in his government, kingdom, and family – and in David’s case it was his own son! Over a period of many years Absalom, the long-haired dropout, won over the hearts of Israel by flattering people, pretending to be interested in their problems, and feigning assistance, but claiming to be restricted by what King David would do or allow. This is especially sinister since Absalom was intentionally being treacherous, and did so for many, many years. He was, in a premedidated manner, sowing discord. The story of Absalom ends with Absalom getting darts in the heart, while on the run, tangled in a tree. An inglorious end, an end that came suddenly, and he was broken just as the book of Proverbs says. God is not mocked, whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. And if he sows discord, he’s going to reap sudden calamity. Count on it!
Proverbs 18:8 The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. Proverbs 26:20 Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.  Psalm 41:7 All that hate me whisper together against me; against me do they devise my hurt. 

The Proverbs and Psalms above conclude our brief lesson on fomenting strife. Here the issue is gossip, telling tales, betraying confidences, and even plotting against the goodwill of others. One should measure their words well. The old saying “Sticks and stones shall break my bones, but names shall never hurt me.” is really not true at all. Words can wound deeply. Watch what you say, your words can give life or they can foment strife. Will your testimony be like Diotrephes, Alexander, Absalom? Will you resist the pastor, the evangelist, the teacher, the man of God? Would you be guilty of fomenting strife toward men like Paul the apostle or John the apostle, or the Lord Jesus Christ? You can live peaceably with men, as the scriptures encourage, or you can be a footnote as a person who sows discord and is a big nothing to the work of the kingdom of God. Let’s change if we’re one who is a talebearer, a gossip, a backbiter. Let’s be transformed and demonstrate it, and enjoy the benefits thereof. God be praised, amen!
� Disobedient, unmanageable; with an evil disposition, disposed to opposition.
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