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This lessons deals with the subject of following through with people.  Salesman know this subject well-- at least the successful ones do!  When we are ministering to others (which is what Christians are supposed to do) we also have a responsibility to them for the future.  Part of that responsibility includes following up with them to help them along as a new Christian.  Jesus elaborates on this theme in the parable of the sower. 

Matthew 13:1-23  The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.   2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.  3  And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;  4  And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:  5  Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:  6  And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.  7  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:  8  But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.... 18  Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.  19  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.  20  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;  21  Yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.  22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.  23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

This same parable is taught in Mark 4:1-25 and Luke 8:4-16.  We understand from the teachings in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, on the parable of the sower, that the seed is God's Word (the scriptures).  Souls are born of God's Word, as revealed in 1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever  This parable is a prophecy of the Gospel's reception.  Some will not even listen.  Some will accept it, but soon fall away.  Some will hold on longer, but gradually lose interest.  And some will hold on, in varying degrees, to final fruition.  Let us examine this in more detail from the parable of the sower. 

Some will not listen.  Verse 19  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 

It is true, that though the price has been paid for all, some will reject it.  Because of that, they will perish in their sins.  Some will not even listen, but rather will harden their hearts toward God and the things of God.  This is their choice.  They are described as the ones whose hearts were hard.  They heard the Gospel, but it had no effect on them.  They didn't understand it, and didn't seek to understand it. 

Jesus said that most people would miss heaven.  This is a sad but true fact.  Matthew 7:13-14  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

Some accept the Gospel, but soon fall away.  Verses 20, 21  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;  21  Yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.

The scriptures speak of trials, tribulations, and hardship-- even for the Christian.  But the promise of the Word of God is that Jesus will never leave us or forsake us.  But some, when they hear the Gospel, received it, but soon thereafter fell away.  Why?  From the parable we learn that living as a Christian requires growing roots-- learning of Jesus and His Word and continuing on as a Christian.  When new Christians do not reveive follow up, and don't press in to the things of God, then when tests come, they can fall away because they have no roots.  Roots of a plant that are near the surface of the earth can dry up when the heat is on.  So too with Christians who do not have an understanding of the kingdom of God.  God never wanted them to fall away, but they made their own choice.  Mature Christians can help young Christians to grow roots by following up with them. 

Some accept the Gospel, and endure for a longer time, but then fall away.  Verse 22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

Here the believer appears to be well on his way to Christian maturity.  Maybe he teaches Sunday School, maybe he's been going to church for a long time.  But something happens.  He begins to cool off spiritually.  He spends a little more time on the golf course than usual.  He wants to buy more things and so begins to use his tithes to do so.  Bible study ceases.  Prayer becomes more and more infrequent.  His job demands more time, and he gives it-- but he has to cut out something, and he starts to cut out church and the things of God.  Interestingly, Jesus does not say that any one thing did it, but rather, the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke out the Word (of God), and he becomes unfruitful.  It didn't happen overnight, but in the end, it happened.  Christians need to follow up with new Christians, but must also follow up and minister to older Christians too, and warn them, so that they do not lose their way with God.  Is it easy to tell a man who's been a Christian for a long time that his life is out of balance spiritually?  No.  But he must be told.  Paul said in Galatians 4:16  Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?

Some endure until the end, and bear fruit to varying degrees.  Verse 23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Only one in four (25%) made it until the end.  And of those who made it, some produced more fruit than others.  God wants you to mature as a Christian.  God wants you to make it.  God wants an ongoing relationship with you.  God is near.  Jeremiah 29:13  And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

Be among those who make it until the end.  Bear fruit for the kingdom of God.  Be used of God.  If you would follow up with young Christians, then they can make it, and have the abundant life Jesus speaks of.  Perhaps things have not gone well for you, even after becoming a Christian.  Can you imagine how things may have gone better if only someone had followed up with you when you were a new Christian? 

Have a heart that is full of "good ground," ground ready for receiving the Word of God.  Ground ready to receive the roots of growth.  Let God have His way in your life.  It will be the best thing you ever did.  And if you help others to succeed as a Christian by your follow up, it may well be the best thing you could ever do for them.
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