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Do you know the difference between the Old Testament and New Testament?  What separates them?  The word testament means covenant, or agreement.  We do not have animal sacrifices today, as they did under the old agreement, or Old Testament, because of the Final Sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 10:1-18 helps explain it.

1.
For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.

"For the law having a shadow of good things to come..."  The law is the Old Testament (Genesis through Malachi).  It foreshadows the coming good things, the good things of God where God's grace would be extended to all people (and not just the Jews for the most part).  But Old Testament people had to approach God through animal sacrifices (more on that later).  But the sacrifices were imperfect (the blood of animals never being sufficient to totally atone for man's sin); therefore they had to be repeated.

2.
For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshipers once purged (cleansed) should have had no more conscience (awareness) of sin.

The point here is that if the animal sacrifices were able to cleanse the worshiper, then he would be always cleansed.  But it couldn't; the worshiper still sees sin working in his life.  Romans chapter six has a lot to say about the operation of the “law of sin.”

3-4.
But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.

When King Solomon dedicated the temple (1 Kings 8:62-66) he offered up a total of 142,000 oxen and sheep.  But the animals could NEVER cleanse the sin of man.  Only a sinless man could cleanse man's sin.

 (1 Ki 8:62-64)  And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD. 63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the LORD, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 64 The same day did the king hallow the middle of the court that was before the house of the LORD for there he offered burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings: because the brazen altar that was before the LORD was too little to receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings. 

5-6.
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.

The Bible says that "...when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth his Son..." (Galatians 4:41).  God never took pleasure in animal sacrifices (Isaiah 1:11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.).  But under the Old Covenant, there had to be a sacrifice for sin, and animals provided that imperfect offering (Hebrews 9:13-14 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?)  The perfect (or final) sacrifice would require man's blood for man's sin-- a perfect man!  That man would be Jesus!

7.
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God.
The Old Testament is Jesus Christ CONCEALED, and the New Testament is Jesus Christ REVEALED.  When reading the Old Testament, look for Jesus.  (Example: The three "Calvary" chapters - chapters describing the crucifixion of Jesus - in the Old Testament are Genesis 22, Psalms 22, and Isaiah 53.  See also Luke 24:27 and John 5:39; note that these incidents were recorded before there was a written New Testament - therefore it was in reference to what was written in the Old Testament.)  Jesus came to fulfill (not destroy) the Old Testament (Matthew 5:17).  Jesus is God;  Second person of the trinity.  God died for our sins.  That's how much he really cared for you and me.

(Luke 24:27)  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.  (John 5:39)  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

8-9.
Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.

He takes away the first (Old Testament) that HE may establish the second (New Testament). This Was God's will (John 3:16).  Jesus said in Matthew 26:28, "For this is the blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission (forgiveness) of sins."

10-11.
By the which will we are sanctified (set apart for God's use) through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering often times the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:
The SAME SACRIFICES, over and over and over and over again.

12‑14.
But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth waiting till his enemies be made his footstool.  For by one offering he has perfected forever them that are sanctified.

Jesus was the one offering, the sinless offering (1 Pet 2:21-22  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.).  Jesus was the FINAL SACRIFICE for sin.  This is good news!

15‑17.
Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, This is the covenant (new agreement, New Testament) that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their hearts and in their minds will I write them; and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
God will no longer remember our sins.  There is complete, guiltless forgiveness because Jesus paid the price.  He paid the price for you too, dear reader.  Jesus' death purchased your complete and total salvation, if you ask for it.  Don't miss it. (see Ezekiel 36:2-28)
18.
Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.
Here is the summation of the passage we have just studied.  The writer of the book of Hebrews is making the point that if, now through Jesus Christ, we have our sins COMPLETELY FORGIVEN, and not just COVERED FOR A PERIOD OF TIME (as happened through the animal sacrifices), then never again does there have to be an offering for sin, because the FINAL SACRIFICE of Christ was perfect.  That is why Jesus said on the cross, "It is finished" (John 19:30).  Jesus was the FINAL SACRIFICE.

Why were sacrifices even required?  God is holy, and men were sinners.  Sin cannot exist in God's presence.  God established a covenant with men so that they could offer a blood sacrifice (in the blood is the life - Deuteronomy 12:23) to, in a measure, enter his presence (Hebrews 9:13).

Truly the new testament is established on better promises (Hebrews 8:6  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.).  God loves you so much that he make a better, eternal way for you.  Read through Hebrews chapters 8-10.  You will be amazed at how God established the new covenant, and you'll understand it, too!

PAGE  
1

