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One doesn't have to live on this earth too long to know that things aren't always fair.  One of the more unfair things is when a child does not have a father.  For a father to die honorably while his child is young is bad enough, but for a father to abandon a child is far worse.  Circumstances like this can leave a child ashamed, without proper direction and guidance, and with an attitude (whether conscious or not) that God, at least for them, cannot be trusted, is probably insensitive, and will abandon them too one day.  But God is not that way, and He is very concerned about the fatherless.

Deuteronomy 24:14‑22   You shall not oppress a hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of your brethren (of your nationality), or of your strangers (foreigners) that are in your land within your gates:  15  At this day you shall give him his hire (pay him wages each day), neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and sets his heart upon it: lest he cry against you unto the Lord, and it be sin unto you.  16  The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin.  17  You shall not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the FATHERLESS; nor take a widow's raiment to pledge:  18  But you shall remember that you were a bondman (slave) in Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you: THEREFORE I COMMAND YOU TO DO THIS THING.  19  When you cut down your harvest field, and have forgot a sheaf in the field, you shall not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the FATHERLESS, and for the widow: that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.  20  When you beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the FATHERLESS, and for the widow.  21  When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for the FATHERLESS, and for the widow.  22  And you shall remember that you were a bondman in the land of Egypt: THEREFORE I COMMAND YOU TO DO THIS THING. 
The above passage in scripture shows God's heart toward the poor, the stranger in a strange land, the fatherless, and the widow.  God reminds the Israelites that they too were once strangers in the land of Egypt, and that they were there treated cruelly, not given much to eat, and suffered much (for a period of 400 years!).  But God delivered the nation of Israel out of Egypt through Moses (read about it in the book of Exodus).

Now that they were free, God wanted them still to remember the poor, needy, and fatherless in their midst.  God specifically told them to not gather in all of the harvest from the fields.  Why?  Because the poor, who had no harvest fields of their own, or the widow, who had no husband to provide for the home, or the fatherless, who had no dad to bring them home food, could go into the fields themselves, and gather food for free.  God NEVER wants people to go hungry. God NEVER wants the poor to not be cared for.  God ALWAYS is concerned for the family, and when the family is without a father, God wants the wife and the children to be cared for.  And for those who are kind and tenderhearted towards the poor, God will bless them too.  This is how blessings work.  One man blesses another man, then, because the man showed kindness to another, God blesses him.  Everyone gets a blessing, and God is honored and people are taken care of.  God knows the cries of the oppressed (remember verses 14 and 15), and God knows that the poor and fatherless can be oppressed because of their low station in life (verse 17).  God wants fairness!

And what about the fatherless? Does he have to be ashamed? Does he have to carry any guilt (maybe even imagined guilt) that he is somehow responsible for his dad leaving the family?  NO!  Verse 16 says, The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin.  This is where individual responsibility comes in.  If your dad abandoned you, it was NOT your fault.  He will be responsible for his sin; you will not be responsible for his sin.  The Lord preserves the strangers; he relieves the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turns upside down  Psalms 146:8.

The word 'fatherless' appears 43 times in the Bible, but only once in the New Testament.  And that one time is in the book of James:  James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
Christianity is not memorizing the Bible, building churches, singing songs, going to church every Sunday, picnics, potlucks, or prayer meetings. All this has its place, but the core, the pure religion is showing God's concern to the fatherless and to the widow, and living a holy life before God, or, knowing Jesus personally and doing his will.

Who says God cares not for the fatherless? who says He hasn't commanded His people to care for them? who says He is insensitive?  God himself, sometimes directly and sometimes through His people, will take care of the fatherless. For the scripture says, When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up  Psalms 27:9.

This lesson concludes with selected Bible verses about the fatherless:

Exodus 22:22  You shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child.

Psalms 10:14 ...the poor commits himself unto you (God); you are a helper of the fatherless.

Psalms 68:5  A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.

Psalms 82:3  Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy.

Isaiah 1:17  Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

Jeremiah 49:11  Leave your fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let your widows trust in me.

Zechariah 7:10   And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart.
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