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The faith life is pleasing to God. The Christian is to live by faith.  Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. Yet what is faith? Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. When the disciple Thomas saw the resurrected Lord Jesus himself, he exclaimed “My Lord and My God!” Note what Jesus then said in John 20:29 …Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
Thus we learn that Christian faith is a way of life, that the righteousness of God (regardless of the area being considered) becomes increasingly revealed to us during this life of faith; further, our faith is not blind faith, but rather, as we continue to seek after God and we continue to let him have his will and way revealed in us, that though we don’t see God with the natural eye, we have that assurance and blessing from God because we have made ourselves available to him through living by faith.  Let us consider three important areas (there are of course more than these, but the principles applied here apply to any issue) facing the Christian, areas where faith, and increased faith, is important to our Christian development.
Work: 1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 2 Corinthians 3:10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. What takes more faith? (1) Investing years, with God’s guidance, in school, interviewing, employment, adding value, steadily being promoted, earning the respect of others, and earning the material resources to provide for a family as well as the kingdom of God, or (2) Dropping out of school, working a series of jobs less than your talent, building nothing, spending too much time on unemployment or welfare, providing for no one, and just getting by thanks to the benevolent government? The righteousness of God [his perfect will for your life – the direction you should take to please God] is revealed from faith [the first step – perhaps going to school or starting out on a job] to faith [believing for God’s will when facing larger decisions – when to move, when to stay, how to make crucial decisions] as you start on a path, continue on that path, all the while believing for God’s best and God’s blessing as you pursue the journey. It is faith that pleases God. It is “living by faith.” It is also “moving by faith.” 
The uninformed Christian focuses on a verse in Genesis regarding work being a curse and mistakes it for license to not do any work. The result is poverty, misery, stress, and disappointment for all involved. Note the New Testament disposition toward work: Colossians 3:22-25 Servants [workers], obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God; 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons. The principle is that we work to please God, and we work as if he was our direct supervisor. Thus talk of “my boss is a jerk” is not something for the Christian’s tongue! Further, you must do your absolute very, very best because gave his very, very best. So where does that all fit with being lazy? The one with the wrong attitude and actions is heading for disaster, even if his daddy is a pastor and his momma is a prayer warrior! Principles apply to everyone; God is no respecter of persons.

Giving: Malachi 3:8-11  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.  9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.  10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. What takes more faith? (1) To follow a biblical example of setting aside 10% of your income to advance the kingdom of God, to believe God for his provision, and to thus be able to send missionaries abroad, to strengthen the local church, to contribute to the distribution of the saints, to be the giver instead of the receiver, or (2) To shirk financial responsibilities so that you don’t have two nickels to rub together, are unable to participate in any of the work of the kingdom of God, are perpetually in debt, and put your family at risk? If you have present means, does it take more faith to give into the work of God than to use the money for your boat, car, or camper payment? 
Far too many non-giving Christians hide behind the singular verse found in 2 Corinthians 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  This verse does not discount the principle of tithing, rather, it describes the attitude wherein one should give, and to purpose in his heart to follow the teachings of the entire Bible and give accordingly. The Christian is not supposed to bring their giving down to match their attitude, rather, they are to exercise faith to be able to have their attitude match their responsibility in giving. I have friends in the Christian community who, over the years, have expanded their giving to 11%, 12%, right up to 20% and more. This is what is meant by purposing in your heart – to see how much more you can give, not as a license to do less than the biblical example of 10%. Ever seen a person in the church who was a notorious non-giver? Ever see one of them succeed? In the end they lose control of their family, livelihood and possessions thanks to the devourer who has open season. The righteousness of God [God is a giver, and he ministers a heart of giving to his people] is revealed from faith [beginning to give, and giving small] to faith [as God is faithful, you give more and more, even 10% and beyond 10%]; this is “living by faith.” We can also call it “giving by faith.” Faith that has been tested and has proven results.
Holiness: Hebrews 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.  1 Peter 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. When a salmon swims upstream it has to overcome the current and all of the flotsam and jetsam that washes by. It would be a lot easier to swim with the tide. For the Christian, the world’s system (greed, gossip, betrayal, corruptness, revenge, violence, perversion, addiction, self-indulgence…) is at enmity with the kingdom of God (holiness, righteousness, forgiveness, preferring others above ourselves, meekness, peace, contentment…). The Christian is “swimming upstream” as it were as we live in this world. What takes more faith? (1) Maintaining your testimony, being a positive witness, using clean language, being free from life-controlling addictions, forgiving others who have wronged you, doing good unto others who will never know it and never be able to thank you, praying for your enemies, or (2) Watching every movie that comes out, swearing and telling dirty jokes with the guys, suing anyone who looks at you sideways, participating in road rage, and waving to others with one finger when you feel like it? The righteousness of God [the revelation of how to behave] is revealed from faith [small experiences at living holy in the midst of ungodliness] to faith [when larger experiences still require faith, and you can do it because you have been practicing with the little experiences]; this is “living by faith.”
This life of faith isn’t reserved for the super-spiritual few in Tulsa, Oklahoma or some “us four and no more” Bible-study group that thinks it has the secrets to the kingdom and only they are walking in God’s will. It’s not reserved for the pastor, evangelist, or full-time Christian worker. No, beloved, it’s for all God’s people. The life of faith is not some blind, will-of-the-wisp shot-in-the-dark hope-for-the-best catch-God-in-a-good-mood lottery. Rather, it is a life of increasing awe and wonder, increasing delight, increasing challenge, and great joy. It is a life of excitement. It is a life-long learning journey, where God increasingly reveals to us his ways as he builds upon that which we have already built in our hearts and minds through faith. Who wouldn’t want that?
Faith is not a fancy, twisted, turn-off-your-brain experience, rather, it’s the faith that builds the person who then builds the family who then builds the work of the kingdom of God who builds for the benefit of society and who produces for the Lord Jesus Christ for years and years and years. Whether it’s your work, your giving, or your behavior, (or any important area that could be named) know that God is moving you from faith to faith and that it’s the greatest thing going. To live by faith is to live according to the will of God, to experience the abundant life Jesus spoke of, to be the head and not the tail, to have discernment, to be able to provide wise counsel to those within and without the Christian community.  It is to be the one admired for wise behavior. To be the one called upon in a crisis because they’ve seen you under fire before and you maintained your testimony. God is the master-builder, and he’s building little by little, even from faith to faith. Faith pleases God. Ask of God Almighty to lead you, to mold you, to change you, to conform you into the image of his dear Son (Romans 8:29). This only comes by faith, and it is a lifelong experience. The sooner you get started the better; the longer you let you God have his way the more fulfilling the Christian life will be. 
When the Christian is not growing and prospering in the various areas of his life, this gives a poor witness to the unbeliever and brings God no glory. A weightlifter goes from 150 lbs. on the bench press to 175 lbs. over time as he exercises his muscles consistently. So to the faith of the Christian goes from one state to another state, again, over time, as he exercises his faith. This is not a perfect analogy, but it makes a point. The Christian must exercise their faith to receive from God. The faith life is pleasing to God because that is the means whereby we grow – it’s God’s ordained method for experiencing his very best over the long term, and to truly live in his light and will! No faith, no results. Beloved, live the faith life and buckle up for a great ride, remembering the Scripture:  James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
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