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Employers want people who can do the job they are assigned. Employers do not want people working for them who are long on excuses and short on doing what's required.  So too is God.  God is looking for growth and fruit in the lives of His people.  Sadly, sometimes when God comes looking for results His people only have an offering of excuses.  This lesson shows what God thought of some excuses.  The text is known as "The Parable of the Great Supper."

Luke 14:15‑24   Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him "Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God."  16  Then He said to him, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited many,  17  and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are now ready.'  18  But they all with one accord began to make excuses.  The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it.  I ask you to have me excused.  19  And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them.  I ask you to have me excused.'  20  Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.'  21  So that servant came and reported these things to his master.  Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.'  22  And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.'  23  Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.'  24  For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper."

Jesus said in verse 15, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.  Jesus ends in verse 24 with, ...I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.  Do you want a blessing?  Do you want to be one of those who tastes of the supper?  Then let us be short on excuses and long on action.  Three different excuses kept men from the great supper:

Excuse #1

The servant went out to invite many.  The word was that everything was ready.  But with one accord, they all began to make EXCUSE!  Amazing!!  No one wanted to come.  The first man bought a piece of land and he wanted to be excused from the great supper.  Will the land be there tomorrow?  Yes.  Will it be there next year?  Yes.  But something like this kept him from heaven.  God is aware of the fact that we need clothes, food, and a place to live.  He has promised to take care of those needs (with our cooperation).  But let us not focus on these things to the exclusion of the work of God.

Excuse #2

The man had five oxen (sort of like a modern day car). He wanted to be with his oxen, to try them out (to see how fast they could go).  How many know that cars wear out, oxen die, material things that are useful one day are getting sold or thrown out after a period of time because our wants change, or just simply because things wear out.  The bright boy with the oxen wanted to be excused so he could go and play with his toys.  Never let material things get between you and God's blessing.

Excuse #3

"I'm married.  Surely God wants me to spend quality time with my wife and family.  I'll just have church at home.  Yea, that's it, I'll have church at home and every one else can lump it."  Have me excused from the great supper too.  Men, if you would serve God, and not use your family as an excuse NOT to serve God, you just might find that your family will serve God with you.  Take your wife and children to church.  Make it a priority.  Joshua said in Joshua 24:15, And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.  But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.  This should be your testimony too.

What about the excuse that I never knew that God was real?  God has made himself real to all men by the very creation, and God has declared that we are without excuse.  As it is written in Romans 1:18‑22  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19  because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.  20  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are WITHOUT EXCUSE,  21  because, although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  22  Professing to be wise, they became fools.

The habit of making excuses is a bad habit, and bad habits are hard to break.  Some men do not do the right thing because they're tired.  Serving God is not always convenient.  Don't let inconvenience keep you from doing what's right.  (Do you think Jesus felt like going to the cross and dying a terrible death?  No.  But he did it.  Remember this the next time you don't feel like serving God.)

What about us?  What about me?  What about you?  What excuse will we use?  Let's be men who are about our Father's business and not excuse makers who always have some worthless excuse for not doing what is right in the sight of God.  When we say we will do something, lets get in the habit of doing it.  Ecclesiastes 5:4‑5 says,  When you make vow to God, do not delay to pay it; for He has no pleasure in fools.  Pay what you have vowed‑‑  5  Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.  The Bibles says that it is better to never have said anything, then to say you'll do something, and come back with an excuse.  No, let us be numbered with the few who don't make excuses, but go out and get the job done, and who will taste of the goodness of the kingdom of God.

God bless you as you purpose to do his will.  Just do it.
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