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How does one explain the existence of evil? Why do men injure others, abuse others, and even kill others? From the beginning of recorded time men have done evil one against another. And where does an all-loving, all-kind, all-merciful God fit into this picture? Let us consider the problem of evil and put it in a biblical perspective using Matthew Chapter Two as our principle text.

Matthew 2:1-3  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,  2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  3 When Herod the king had heard [these things], he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  Jesus, God in the flesh, was born into a world that had honorable people and evil people. The good news was that the King of the Jews was come; yet not everyone wanted a savior and not everyone wanted a new king. This is much like today. Any stirring of the pot that puts the message of Christ forward is not joyfully received by a sinful world. It wasn't then and it isn't now. But that didn't stop the message of the good news of glad tidings from going forth!

Matthew 2:4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  Herod was a man in power, he had authority over men. He was the ruler of the land and as likened unto any number of modern-day thugs wasn't interested in competition. He knew something was up, something was in the wind. All Jerusalem was troubled, and none more than Herod. Rather than being intellectually honest and investigating the claims of scripture he demanded that those who knew tell him where the Christ child was to be born. No politeness, no kindness, no teambuilding, no preferring others above himself, and no respect for the men of God (as corrupt as these might have been); rather, this ruler wanted information and he wanted it now. 

Matthew 2:5-7 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,  6 And thou Bethlehem, [in] the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.  The religious leaders told the ruler Herod where the child would be born, quoting from the scriptures. Now wouldn't one think that an intelligent ruler would recognize history was happening before his eyes? Don't you think when they actually quoted from the scriptures what was happening that Herod would have fallen on his knees, repented, and changed his life when this proof was made manifest to him? No, because of the evil in his heart he was not intellectually honest, he was not seeking truth, he was not interested in the facts - except how he could use them to further his own agenda. Here Herod takes great pains and effort to seek out the time and place of the birth of the Christ in order to prevent it. Too bad he didn't put that effort into seeking truth rather than focusing on his own narrow interests.

Matthew 2:8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found [him], bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.  Here Herod is shown to be a liar. After dealing harshly with the chief priests and scribes he changes his tune, and with the experience of many years of lying and conniving speaks piously to the wise men. What a hypocrite. Lying is a violation of one of the Ten Commandments; Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour, but what did Herod care about that? Lying is one (actually two!) of the seven abominations; Proverbs 6:16-19 These six [things] doth the LORD hate: yea, seven [are] an abomination unto him:  17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,  19 A false witness [that] speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. Herod is displaying his character - lying to the face of good men, holy men, men of honor and integrity. And Herod doesn't care about that at all. He looks sanctimonious and sincere, but inwardly he's harboring wickedness. The road to doing evil always includes lying. A denying of the state of affairs, a desire to deceive for personal gain. Show me a liar, and I'll show you someone who is heading for a train wreck. They justify deceit, and that's another step toward evil.

Matthew 2:9-12 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.  Here is an intermission from evil. Here is the behavior of good men on display. They stood in the presence of the king, then they went about their mission. And God, being gracious to them, led them to the child. And they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. The sinner in his travail doesn't know what exceeding great joy really is. Certainly Herod didn't know it. He was troubled. But the wisemen had great joy. And they worshipped the child Jesus, and brought gifts, precious and valuable gifts, for this child born in a stable among the dirt and the stench of many animals. What a fine place, though, for the lamb of God to enter the world! And these good men heard from God, and were warned in a dream to not go back to Herod, so they departed, having fulfilled their mission.

Matthew 2:13-14 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:  The wisemen weren't the only ones to hear from God in a dream. Joseph, the husband of Mary, was also warned in a dream to flee into Egypt because the child was in danger. And in faith (not fear), wisdom, and obedience Joseph took his family by night and departed into Egypt. There is evil in the land, and God was moving Joseph through it such that, for this season, the child would be protected.

Matthew 2:15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. Again, such that the scriptures would be fulfilled, the Christ was taken into Egypt until after the death of Herod. Nothing takes God by surprise. Evil takes place, suffering happens, hearts are broken, good people face anguish - but God was not taken by surprise. Have you not, dear saint, read the account of those martyred for the cause of Christ? Revelation 6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held. The mature, steady, scripturally-wise Christian knows from the testimony of scripture and by observation that evil happens, and it happens to good people. Why? Well, here's an answer - Because that's how it works. The world hates the cause of Christ. There is a greater purpose being fulfilled, and there is an enemy of the souls of men, the devil, on the lose. The name-it-and-claim-it shallow crowd walks like sheep to the slaughter, even of their faith, because they are not prepared for the evil that can come. Suffering and evil is not consistent with the pabulum being pushed as gospel in many Christian circles today, but get your nose in the Book and read just how much suffering occurred and how much evil was manifest in both the Old and New Testaments. Wake up. 

Matthew 2:16-18 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.  17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,  18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping [for] her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. In the Jewish community there is great rejoicing when a baby boy is born into the family. I have close orthodox Jewish friends and their sons are all expected to do right, to live right, and there is much ceremony surrounding the Jewish boy from birth on to manhood. Yet at this time in history, when Jesus was born into the world, the wicked king Herod, in a blind rage and in fear of losing his throne, had his army slaughter every baby boy two years old and under. This is the height of wickedness - attacking defenseless, innocent children. This same thing happened when the great prophet and leader of the Hebrews Moses was born. And look at verses 18 - Rachel weeping for her children... There was no comfort - this is a disaster of the first order. Yet this was foretold by the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:15). Thus God knew this was going to happen, and he allowed it to happen.  So the questions is: why?

Matthew 2:19-20  But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,  20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.  So Herod lives out his life. He's not overthrown by an uprising or rebellion; he lives out his days and dies. Why didn't God just kill Herod early out, before he could do the evil he did? Why doesn't God eliminate early on such despots as Stalin, Lenin, Castro, Mao, and a host of other gangsters? If God knows what they will do, why are they allowed to do it? Here's something to think about: if he takes them out, then there's another crop right behind them ready to do the same thing. This is where you and I fall short of understanding the depths of the love of God and the grace of God. The plan of the ages is still being carried out. God's plan is to redeem mankind unto Himself.

A summary of the plan of the ages is as follows: God the Father was loving the Son, and out of this love came a Spirit, the Holy Spirit. All three persons in the one God have no origin, they always were. The trinity of God is a cardinal doctrine of the orthodox Christian faith (that's the first hard thing to understand, the trinity - the scriptures support it, yet many still reject it as being too hard to understand). Man was created for God's pleasure (Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created). Sin entered the world (evil) by the deception of the devil, a created being with great ability who rebelled against God. God had a plan from before the foundation of the world that the Son of God would be born into the world, live as a man, and die for the sin of the world (Revelation 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.) as a sinless sacrifice, man's blood for man's guilt, yet without sin. But to bring this God-Man into the world there had to be a nation. Abraham was called of God and was the founder of the Hebrew nation –  the bosom of God! The nation was nurtured by God, and throughout the scriptures one can read of the numerous times the nation faced annihilation at the hands of evil men (Pharaoh – see Exodus 1, Haaman – see Ester 3, Herod...). But God preserved the nation, and this nation produced and surrounded the Christ child. Still, evil was in the land, the devil was still present, and he sought to kill the Christ, and eventually moved the disciple Judas to betray his best friend, Jesus of Nazareth whom is called The Christ.

Yet in the death of Christ there was triumph, sin had been conquered, that is, the power of sin over a person’s life. God sent the Holy Spirit of God to indwell men's lives, to endue them with power to live for Christ in a fallen world, to baptize them with his presence to overflowing (this baptism is another Christian doctrine again hard to understand, yet is supported by the scriptures, and sometimes to this day is rejected by those within and without the Christian community). This is the New Testament age where the Christian is commanded to carry the gospel to the entire world, and to also live a holy life himself.

Matthew 2:21-23 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.  22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:  23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.  The devil is out to thwart plans, to steal and to kill and to destroy (John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly). Yet Jesus himself was brought into the world, God incarnate (John 1:1, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.) and was made safe in an evil world. He was cared for and preserved because he had a mission, a mission conceived before the foundation of the world. And even as God nurtured and preserved a nation to bring the Christ child, he also preserved the child. The prophets wrote that it would happen that he would even be called a Nazarene, and he was; he was Jesus of Nazareth. Evil was all around him, and in the course of his ministry he would face and defeat the devil (John 3:8b For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil).

And in this present time, evil still exists because the devil still is a presence. He is the enemy of God but is a defeated enemy. Mankind is the Almighty God's creation, created for God's pleasure. God's will is to restore the relationship with man that sin separated. That relationship is restored in Christ. Ever wonder why women are such targets of violence? Christ came into the world through the agency of the woman, and the devil has a particular hatred for women. Violence against women, abuse, exploitation, all this has its roots in the devil hating women. 

The gospel is fanning out around the world. The message is going out such that men can be redeemed to the savior. The price for sin is high, it cost the life of Jesus Christ the righteous. 

The Book of the Revelation speaks of Christ being slain before the foundation of the world. Nothing has taken God by surprise. The plan of redemption was already in place before man had been created! Evil exists, but God too exists. The Bible explains the existence of evil. It also explains that it touches sinner and saint alike. But serving God is preferred over not serving God. Paul himself said in Romans 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Study the evil even of modern-day human conflicts. World War I and II, the treatment of POWs during the Vietnam war. The holocaust. Slavery in America. The genocide of Rwanda. The Khmer Rogue of Cambodia. The grinding poverty and trampling of human rights and human dignity in countries like China, Cuba and the former Soviet Union. Death by the millions and millions at the hands of butchers, like Herod, who are evil, are driven by evil, and are haters of good. Why?

The sin nature, unchecked, is capable of anything. The life apart from Christ, from the teachings of Christ and the change in behavior and attitudes that Christ brings and that the Holy Spirit empowers, can do the worst of evils. None of this is unknown to God. That's why a savior came into the world. That's the heart of God, a God of infinite mercy and love. We read in Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins. If man needed a bridge, God would have sent an engineer; if man needed entertainment he would have sent an actor; if man had needed money he would have sent a loan officer. But man was a sinner so God sent a Savior. Matthew chapter 1 tells of the birth of the savior, and in Matthew chapter 2 Herod is trying to kill him.

Man has free choice. You can see what that free choice leads to when Christ is not at the center of a man's life. You see what it did to Herod. See what sin did to pharaoh, to Hitler, to Ted Bundy A life apart from the influence of God will do evil. Whether the evil of violence or the evil of hedonism, evil is evil, and man needs a deliverer.

Why does evil affect good people? Ask a better question, such as, how can I live in a world with evil? When you take Christ as savior and Lord and seek after God's Holy Spirit, and commit to living a holy life and then mature as a Christian, and have an eternal perspective, and advance the kingdom of God, then when you are touched by evil or tragedy you have the real presence of God in your life as a comfort, you are not taken unawares and unprepared, and you know that even if the tragedy that affects you is death, even the death of someone close, that in Heaven there is a reuniting for all of eternity. Heaven is a place where there are no more tears, no more sorrow, no more suffering, and no more pain (Revelation 21:4). Evil will not be in heaven, and the devil himself will be cast into the lake of fire which burns forever (the devil and hell is another Christian doctrine that many don't understand and chose to either reject or ignore to their own peril). The accounts will be balanced. God will exact revenge on his enemies, those who persist in rejecting the savior will have their part in the lake of fire. A terrifying doctrine but backed up by scripture.

I don't have all of the answers to the problem of evil, the purpose of evil or why evil is allowed to exist. If I did, I'd be God! But I know evil is real and I know God is a God of love and that in Jesus there is a harbor in the storm. Even as I write this message I'm reminded of evil. I am writing this message while on a flight to Orlando, Florida. For business reasons I have a one-day trip that takes me through Orlando. On this flight is a family with two boys. One has a full head of hair, another is bald and has a tee-shirt that says "Make a Wish." This is a program to help families provide something extra special for their sick and terminally ill child. As a minister of Christ and a father myself when I see a child ill my heart is grieved and broken. It is a stark reminder that we live in a fallen world. A world that is imperfect. A world that is bruised and diseased. A world that Christ the Lord came into and in his ministry on earth he went about doing the will of God. Read this in Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. This is the God we serve. God knows about evil. Jesus knows about evil. The devil is a thief (John 10:10 The thief cometh not but for to kill and to steal and to destroy...) and a murderer and a liar (John 8:44 Ye are of [your] father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it). The devil is also defeated and his judgment is sealed.
Rather than blame God for evil and tragedy, worship God for his goodness and if you want to hate someone or blame someone, then blame the devil! God has done something about evil and about sin and about sorrow, and it's all summed up in Jesus of Nazareth, the Holy One of Israel, the redeemer of men, the defender of the poor, the comforter to those in need. In the time appointed Christ is returning to earth, it is the Second Coming. Until that time we occupy, we pursue holiness and righteousness and we work to expand the kingdom of God. Rather than being devastated by the evil that this world has to offer, embrace Christ the Lord and know his peace and comfort. 

Let me close this teaching with some scriptures of comfort as we consider the problem of evil and God's love in its midst. Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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