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The focus of The Victor (a passion play) is to show, through the Arts, the story of Jesus Christ, his life, death, burial, and resurrection, such that sinners would be converted and the saints would be encouraged. Many persons come to Christ later in life, that is, in their late teens, 20s, 30s, etc. For those persons there may well be many attitudes and habits that they bring into the kingdom of God with them that are unprofitable for the kingdom. Yet through the power of God those attitudes can be changed. That change is, in part, evidence of conversion.

Acts 10   1There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,   2A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always.  3He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.   4And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.  

 
Cornelius, as portrayed in The Victor, was the Centurion, or captain, of the Roman Guards. He is portrayed as the servant of both the governor, Pontius Pilate, as well as the Herod the King. As such, he takes part in beatings of Christ, the crucifixion, and is converted. That’s the end of the story in The Victor for Cornelius. But according to the scriptures there is a man named Cornelius that goes on living for God. Let us look at what his conversion experience did for him.

Respect for God

I came into the kingdom of God at age 19. Thus, being raised in a home that behaved according to the norms of society and outwardly did things right, the presence of God was not in our home. For those with no respect for God their behaviors can deteriorate due to the influences of the world. I watched first hand adultery, divorce, abandonment, alcoholism, betrayal, shattered dreams – all because a lack of respect for God. That’s not the story in my home. Like Cornelius, my home fears God, and so does my entire family.

Generous toward the Poor

Our nation is gripped in the tragic story of Terri Schiavo. She’s received a death sentence from the so-called courts of our nation. She’s gone over a week without food or water. The scriptures say in Proverbs 12:10 …the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. God has much to say in the scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, about those who do not care for and defend the poor and helpless. This nation will be judged for what it has done to Terri Schiavo. In your own lives, examine if you have a gracious attitude toward the poor. This is one of the evidences of conversion.
A Man of Prayer

Cornelius communicated with God, and knew God. Whenever you think you’re running through the motions when you pray, think again. Prayer is what moves Heaven. Anna the prophetess served God with prayers. I thank God for the ministry of intercessors, those who can pray for great durations. But for the rest of us, the ministry is prayer is still vital and God hears your prayers. 

Further in the Book of Acts, chapter 16, another Corrections Officer is about to meet Christ. Like Cornelius he was a hard man, a man of violence. And like Cornelius the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared unto him, and he too is saved from his sins, and not just him, but his entire family.

Acts 16  23And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:  24Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.  25And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.  26And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.  27And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.  28But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.  29Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,  30And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.  32And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.  33And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.  34And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. 
Here again is the tough, rough, evil Philippian jailer. Rough on the outside, but broken on the inside. When he sees that the prisoners are fled (or so he thought), and that his livelihood was gone, and his family would go without, he was overwhelmed and had no answer but to take his own life. But by the mercy of God he does not do himself harm, but rather hears the gospel, believes the gospel, and his family follows his lead and believes the gospel. Result: The jailer is now kindhearted, caring, is a new man, has his entire family saved. His burden is lifted and God is real. He demonstrates that by acts of kindness. This too is an evidence of conversion. 
Jesus said it best in John 10:10 The thief cometh not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

Having been a part of jail and prison ministry for 25 years, I can tell you that God is reaching sinners. He reached me. He’ll reach others. I relate to Cornelius and the Philippian jailer. I was very aggressive in my youth. In elementary school my desk was typically next to the teacher’s, looking out at the class. I could keep quiet and I couldn’t keep still. In high school sports I was highly aggressive. As a high school and college wrestler my style was to attack always. It wasn’t sufficient to just win the match, I had to make the guy look bad, very bad, before I pinned him. I wanted him to know who I was so that when I saw him in the tournaments he’d be intimidated. 

If I hadn’t been converted in my late teens I likely would be on my 5th wife. I’d likely have been in a dozen treatment centers for substance abuse. Not that I ever have been drunk or ever taken illegal drugs, but without Christ and no anchor or my soul and no guidance from the Holy Spirit all to probable one day I would have, and not doing anything half way would likely have gone of the deep end.

Today I have a Christian family. I have a happy life. I hear God’s voice. I feel his presence. Every day is exciting. Not all is perfect, but I have peace, the peace of God. And because I love God and know his Son Jesus Christ, like you, I get to participate in The Victor, and together, as a team, we too can advance the kingdom of God in the lives of others. There may well be a young Bob Jordan, Joe Fuiten, Craig Gorc, Sue Timpe sitting in the audience. Some are at the end of their rope. Some are caught up in behaviors that are destroying their souls. When you step out on that stage, or prepare to minister in musing and song, give God all you have, and like it was with Cornelius’ prayers (spoken of later in Acts 10), our actions will be a memorial unto God.
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