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Envy, wanting what someone else has, is expressly condemned in the scriptures.  On God’s top 10 commandments one is “thou shalt not covet,” or, don’t lust after what belongs to someone else.  Yet today we see the utter destructive results of lives gone out of focus and dreams shattered because someone wanted something someone else had, real or perceived.  Sometimes people envy someone else without knowing that what the someone else has is not really real at all.

1 Samuel 18:5-10  And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of music. 7 And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom? 9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul….

Clearly King Saul, the one who had it all, was envious of a little lad named David!  How utterly foolish!  Let’s see what the Bible says in general about envy before reviewing the above passage about King Saul and David.

Job 5:2  For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one.  

Lesson:  Envy is just as deadly as a temper out of control.

Proverbs 14:30  A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones. 

Lesson:  Medical science agrees with the Bible; a mind not at peace is harmful to your health!

Proverbs 27:4  Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?  

Lesson:  Envy is worse for you than anger and wrath.

Matthew 27:18  For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

Lesson:  Jesus wasn’t killed for any reason other than ENVY.

Acts 7:9  And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him.  

Lesson:  Envy started in the first book of the Bible and continues to this day:  Deal with it!

Acts 17:5  But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.  

Lesson:  Someone is always going to get mad about ministry; minister anyway.

Romans 1:29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers.
Lesson:  Envy ranks up their with the more obvious sins, including sexual sin and murder.

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

Lesson:  Envy is in your nature, so get saved and get a new nature or its hopeless.

James 4:5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?  Lesson:  The scripture doesn’t say anything in vain.  Envy has got to be controlled!

Let’s consider some of what we learned about King Saul and identify more lessons…

ENVY CAUSES YOU TO NOT SEE THINGS AS THEY REALLY ARE.

6  And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter

of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and

dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of music.

This verse clearly shows that the women of Israel came out singing and dancing to meet King Saul.  They came to honor the King, not David.  Yet moments later when the chorus begins Saul loses sight of all of this.  Envy strikes quickly and blinds the mind!  Have you ever been enjoying something (and maybe even thanking God for it) when someone else comes by with the same thing, on newer, cleaner, more expensive, etc., and you find yourself no longer appreciating what you have and wondering why the other fellow has something better?  Guard against envy!!!!

YOU LOOSE FOCUS; YOU ARE UNPRODUCTIVE.

7 And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.  8a  And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him…

This can be interpreted more than one way.  The worst way is that the women clearly admired David more.  But this is inconsistent with the whole passage!  The women came out to sing and to meet King Saul.  Saul should have interpreted this as Saul can slay the enemy with only thousands, but David needs tens of thousands.  This fits the situation better!  But Saul ignored the circumstances and his seeds of envy sprouted in the soil of an unfocused life.  Saul, the powerful leader, the undisputed King, lost his focus and instead dwelled on the singing of the women about the young man David.  Saul was upset, and he had no peace and didn’t really accomplish anything significant for the rest of his life from this point forward because he never got the victory over the envy he had for David.  Don’t let Saul’s tragedy be your tragedy also!

ENVY BLURRS THE THINKING; YOU IMAGINE THE WORSE.

8b  ….and he [Saul]  said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to

me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom?

In a matter of minutes Saul has gone from being the reigning king with all the ladies greeting him with singing and dancing and calling him by name to where he’s now convinced that David is not only more esteemed in the eyes of all Israel but that now David is going to be the king and Saul is going to be out of the picture.  Who said this was going to happen?  Had Saul kept his cool and believed God and obeyed God and followed the ways of God, he could have had a peaceful reign as king.  But instead he becomes consumed with envy.  He doesn’t see David as an asset to his kingdom, but he goes so far to see him as a threat.  And David has only showed loyalty to Saul in all of recorded scripture!  Saul imagined the worst, and lived to see it.  What a pity.  What about you?

ENVY IS A SERIOUS SIN AND GOD IS QUICK TO JUDGE IT.

9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 10 And it came to 

pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul….

Just as all the scriptures in this lesson declare, envy is a fast track to destruction.  You have no hope if you will lend yourself to envy.  Envy is as bad as murder and sexual sin, as we read above.  Saul “eyed” David from the minute that Saul made the decision to envy David.  He made this decision at his own celebration party!  Yet God, on the following day, sent an evil spirit to Saul.  What does this mean?  The ultimate interpretation is up for debate, but this one thing is for sure:  You don’t want to be in any position where God is going to send an evil spirit to you!  Receive Jesus Christ.  Repent of the sin of envy and ask God for help in this area if you need help in this area.  Envy will kill you.  Jesus said “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

