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Receiving the saving grace of Jesus Christ is the greatest human experience, the greatest human privilege, and greatest human decision anyone can make. Yet some who receive this grace have fallen away, and turned their back on Christ. Some do this wholly, while others simply attach their affections over time on other priorities. The Christian has to make forward progress daily as a Christian to Endure To The End. Let’s consider some areas from 1 Timothy 4 to strengthen us in our lives such that we will be counted among those that Endure To The End. 

Be on Guard toward the Enemy  vs.1-2

1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.
There is an enemy of our soul, the Devil. He is a defeated foe over whom the Christian has authority. Yet if drop our guard and fall prey to his lies, we can shipwreck our faith. Jesus spoke in the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4, Luke 4). There were four types of seed, with the seed being the Word of God. Seed sown by the wayside (inattentive – unfocused) was snatched up by the Devil. Others were sown on stony ground (closed hearts – shallow) and when affliction or persecution arose, they abandoned the faith. Yet another group was likened unto thorns (selfish – worldly) and they hear the Word but get sidetracked by the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches. Beware these three attitudes! Be like the fourth category of the Sower parable – their faith grew and bore much fruit. There is NOTHING the devil or this world has to offer, long term, that can compete with the great God and our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Major on the Majors  vs. 3-6

3   Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.

Now we turn our attention to another area that will profit us in Enduring To The End. That is what I call majoring on the majors. Immature Christians somehow think it’s a sign of holiness to nick and pick at everything and everybody while they pretend to be the Holy Spirit themselves telling everyone what to do. Legalism, Carnality, Pride –  all these things God hates. Why? Because they derail young Christians who don’t know any better, and the Holy Spirit of God is capable of ministering to people without our (needless) help. Use common sense in conducting yourself. Do those things that can be continued for your entire life. If you suddenly feel that it is mandatory that you don’t eat meat, don’t lay that burden on someone else. Forbidding someone to marry? What kind of nonsense is that? Who died and made you God? Who left you in charge of other adults? We have liberty in Christ, according to the Word of God. We sanctify ourselves to God in prayer and communion. We seek to please Christ who is blessed forevermore. Minor issues like what should someone else should be left to their conscience. To Endure To The End, focus on what’s important and let God have his way in your life.
Live Holy  vs. 7-12

7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially of those that believe. 11 These things command and teach. 12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

There is no substitute for Enduring To The End than the necessary component of living holy. The Bible says in Hebrews 12:14, Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. The blessing here, and the encouragement, is that God is commanding holiness so that means that it’s possible to live holy. Understand the scriptures in that if we sin, we can confess our sin and God will forgive us. Then we return to living holy. Strive to live holy. Guard your eyes, guard your attitude, guard your passions, guard your affections, guard your time with God, guard your mind, guard your ears. In the checkout line, don’t look at the girly magazines. Avoid many of the movies out today. Much music is carnal and appeals to our basest natures. Avoid these things and embrace holiness. Here again pursue holiness by studying the scripture, fellowshipping with the saints, being accountable to others in the church, developing habits that lend themselves to godliness.

Understand Sound Doctrine  vs. 13-16

13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

Every Christian who’s been a Christian for more than three months should be rooted and grounded in sound Christian doctrine. They should absolutely positively know about the Doctrine of the Trinity, Deity of Christ, the Resurrection, Salvation by Grace, Heaven and Hell, the Blood of Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Church. They should understand the two sacraments of the church and have been water baptized. They should understand the divisions within the Bible and understand the theme as well as the principle character and characters of the Bible. But is this the case? Sadly, no. It’s for this very reason that persons who had been a part of the Christian Church are now mixed up in false religions. Someone came to their door and led them out of the Christian Church and into a cult because the churchman didn’t know sound doctrine. It’s for this reason that persons still in the Church today blame God for problems and never seem to get the victory in their own lives over sin and temptation and addiction. They never knew what the Bible had to say about important issues. They never knew. And sadly many of these people do not Endure To The End. Let us understand sound Christian Doctrine so that we will be numbered among those saints who hear the Master say, “well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”
________________________________________
Accept the challenge of living the dynamic Christian life. Don’t settle for the devil’s lies and garbage. Sin can be overcome. Attitudes can be changed. Affections can be put on those things that are profitable for godliness and holiness. The most exciting and fulfilling life you can live is one that is close to God, hearing from God, being used and blessed by God in the work of God. Don’t sell yourselves short in this life, and especially in the life to come!
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