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Critics of the Holy Bible often say that it’s hard to understand and takes too much effort to understand it. G.K. Chesterton wrote "The problem with Christianity is not that it has been tried and found wanting, but that it has not been tried." The simple gospel meets the needs, and the doer of the gospel has purpose, a clear conscience toward Almighty God, and is not confused, because the gospel is practical and easy to understand. That is, if one chooses to understand it. Following are some important teachings. You decide whether or not these verses are hard to understand.
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. James 1:27  
OK, you tell me. What is the definition of Pure Religion according to the Bible? Is it hard to get? The Christian is to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction. Is it not true that the fatherless and widows are in a more difficult position than if they had the father/husband in the home, the one who earns the living, the one who protects the family, the one who guards, guides, and provides? Pure Religion is visiting the orphan and the widow, to invest time in them, to assist them, to lighten their load. To go out of your way to be a blessing and a help. And while you are at it, keep yourself unspotted. Don’t steal, don’t covet, don’t succumb to sexual immorality, watch your language, be free of life-controlling addictions, and live right before the Lord your God. In my book this is easy to understand. You don’t need some mystic revelation to understand this. If you are not doing this, then you have an Impure Religion. You have a religion of ignorance, rebellion, or deceit, and certainly of less value than it otherwise could have been.
Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Mathew 25:37-40  
What part of this is hard to understand? Christ Jesus himself says that when you see someone hungry, you should feed them, thirsty, give them something to drink, a homeless stranger we are to take them in, unclothed, we clothe them, sick or in prison, we go unto them. When we do this to others, it is as if we are doing this to Jesus himself. So the practical gospel is easy to understand. We do what the Bible says, under the power of the Holy Spirit, and thus fulfill the will of God for our lives. No deep revelation that comes to us only after four days of fasting and prayer is needed for these easy to understand directives. Just read it, and then do it. This is direct ministry to the Lord himself, when we minister to the least of these. Easy to understand!

(1) Thou shalt have no other gods before me, (2) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, (3) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; (4) remember the sabbath day, (5) honor thy father and thy mother, (6) thou shalt not kill, (7) nor commit adultery, (8) nor steal, (9) nor lie, (10) nor covet that which is your neighbors. Exodus 20:5-17   
This is a summary of the Ten Commandments. Is this easy to understand? Let me paraphrase it. (1) Nothing is to be between you and Jesus Christ, nothing. Nothing is to be worshipped except God Almighty. There is a God, and you’re not Him. (2) Make a statue and worship it and you’re in hot water. (3) Use Jesus the Savior of men as a swear word and you will answer for it. This is no joke. Clean up your language. (4) Watch sports all day long or work on your car and ignore the plight of the poor and never darken a church and you have violated this commandment. Work yourself into the ground and you will suffer for it and so will the advancement of the kingdom of God. (5) If you want an early exit from this life, just go on being disobedient to your parents. You want to live long and prosper, then honor your parents. (6) Murder someone and you’ve had it. (7) Hollywood says adultery is for the sophisticated and there are no consequences. God says you do this and you sin against your own body. Woe to this person. (8) Don’t take what is not yours. This sets back individuals, societies, countries, nations. People and governments would do well to heed this commandment. (9) The devil is the father of lies. Just tell the truth, then you don’t have to remember what you said. (10) Don’t covet someone else’s possessions. Just don’t do it. DON’T DO IT. Now, how hard was all of that to understand? You see, the Bible is really very practical, it can be understood. You just have to be taught, then apply yourself. Let’s not complicate this, rather, let’s understand it and then get after it!
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. Ecclesiastes 12:13   
Here’s another easy one! Gee, this isn’t really so hard after all. Maybe we just need to try it rather than doing nothing and then saying it’s too hard! Keep God’s commandments, reverence God, honor him. There’s the whole duty of man, very consistent with both the Old and New Testaments.  
He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? Micah 6:8   
Well, in the old King James language, we read three things a man is to do. (1) Do justly! Well, that’s easy. Obey the law, do what you say you will do, keep your promises, and treat people well. That’s doing “justly.” Then (2) we are to love mercy. Is this hard to understand? Showing mercy is a Christian attribute because this is what God does, so we are to do it. And (3) walk humbly with God. Pray continually, meditate on the Bible and its teachings. Let God have his way with you. If you are not stepping out in faith, if you are not putting yourself in the saddle of ministry and relying on God, if you are a worry-wart, negative, suspicious, and an all around jerk then you are not fulfilling the “walk humbly with thy God” part. This is not hard. You may have to change. Certainly God or the Word of God doesn’t have to change. So buckle up and put yourself in God’s hands, where if he doesn’t show up, you are in a real fix. Isn’t that easy to understand?

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God. Colossians 3:18-22   
In a few words the Holy Ghost describes the order in the home, and why it is so, and the behavior of employees. Man, this is not hard to understand at all. Yet there is rampant divorce in the Church of God. So why is that? Is it that this was found hard to do and left untried? Men who would rather play with their toys and bankrupt the family rather than protect and cause the wife to have security? And how many bossy, nagging Christian wives have there been through the ages, women who are not transformed but negative and unsubmitted and make life miserable for their husbands. I saw a list recently that talked about happiness. The number one item on the list warned men and women to be careful whom they marry, because that will determine 90% of their future happiness. Then there are rebellious children, children who run the home, who are brats, dishonorable to parents, this is not right but it is how it is all too often. Then employees are discussed – the goal is to do a good day’s work, whether the boss is looking or not, because that’s honoring to God. 
Yet then, as now, there are those who really don’t want any change, they are not transformed, they are not interested in being converted, just in winning an argument and having a feeling of self importance. Check this exchange out between Jesus and the lawyer in Luke 10:25-37 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 26He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 27And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 28And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 29But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 30And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,  34And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  35And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.  36Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?  37And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.  
Interestingly enough, there are those who really don’t want to hear the message, they just want to justify themselves and their actions and have no interested in being converted. The man asked (without really wanting to know) how to inherit eternal life. Then Jesus had him repeat what was in the law (being a lawyer he’d know already). So the lawyer answers the question of eternal life in only thirty-one words, a reply that took all of maybe ten seconds.  The answer was practical and easy to understand. But the lawyer didn’t really want an answer, so he then asked “and who is my neighbor?” So then Jesus gives a parable, and the lawyer now states himself who the neighbor is, and Jesus tells him “go and do likewise.” Practical. Easy to Understand. If you want to understand it!
Let’s look at another loser, someone who had it all before him yet preferred to remain unconverted. Paul the apostle here is talking with a king, the highest office holder in the land, and the assistant to the king, in Acts 26:22-28  22Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 23That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 24And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 25But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 26For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 27King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 28Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.  
So here is Paul, in chains, and declaring the gospel. Paul quotes from Moses (the first five books of the Old Testament) and the Prophets (like the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zechariah, etc.) declaring the truth of the great God and Savior Jesus Christ. In verse 23 Paul explains the heart of the gospel message in a single verse. And of course the knucklehead Festus, not wanting to hear the practical, easy to understand message, accuses Paul of being out of his mind, of being mad. And the king, King Agrippa, who is educated, sophisticated, savvy to the political world of his day, somehow doesn’t get the simple message… rather, he rejects the message. He understands it, but the price is too high. Living for Christ means making Jesus Lord of his life. No, for King Agrippa it was not that the gospel was tried and didn’t work. It wasn’t that Agrippa was doing his best to live for God but that the Heavens were brass when he prayed, or he could never understand the scriptures, it was that it was found to be hard, that it would take change, that he would have to submit to the ways of God Almighty rather than calling his own shots, and thus Christianity was left untried. Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. Sad words indeed!
Finally, the same message can go out and some will embrace it, and others will mock it and dismiss it. Consider when Paul the apostle was on Mars Hill speaking to the leading philosophers of that region in Acts 17:16-34  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry… 22Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us...29Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 30And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 31Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 32And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter. 33So Paul departed from among them. 34Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.
Here Paul sums it up well. He sees the people being superstitious (which takes a different kind of faith – blind faith) and believing in idols, things made with man’s hands, and without life or substance. He challenges them, and he gives the gospel message to them. He describes God as a trinity (the Godhead), says men need to repent, and describes the death of Christ and the Resurrection. The message of “assurance” is akin to the salvation message in that God can be believed and righteousness is the standard and this is found in God’s Almighty. These are all easy to understand messages, all major doctrines of the Christian faith. Not some horoscope, palm-reading, tarot card phony faith with no life or purpose or meaning or way to understand it, but rather it’s the message of the creator and savior of men, Jesus Christ the Righteous. But even though it’s easy to understand, some will reject it as some did here on Mars Hill. But some wanted to hear more, and some calve unto Paul and believed the message and were converted. This is a decision we all have to make.   ____________________________________
So in a quick survey of the Bible, we have quoted from Moses, King Solomon, and the prophet Micah in the Old Testament. In the New Testament we have quoted Jesus and the apostles James and Paul. So really, is the Bible all that hard to understand? Or is it that it takes effort to do what the Bible says? That it requires us to change? That now we don’t put ourselves first, but we put the work of the kingdom of Heaven first? With many voices out there, it’s easy to discount the Bible by saying it’s hard to understand and was written by mere men and cannot be trusted. But that’s being intellectually lazy, and when those who have heard Christ’s voice still sit inactive, well, that’s being physically lazy and is an insult to the work of the cross. Let us work doubly hard in the home, on the job, in the marketplace, in ministry, and do so as an offering to God, giving the very best we have. Hard to understand, No! Hard to do, Yes, but it can be done with the help of God Almighty. Untried? Let that not be our testimony. Serving God means practical duty, means living right, means we have to change to be conformed into Christ’s image, but this is God’s will for us and we can do it, with God helping us. Amen and amen!
But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 2 Corinthians 11:3
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