DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

Have you ever thought, "God, why did you let this happen?," or, "I don't understand why it had to turn out this way?"  Many people have.  But our lack of understanding on a given subject or event does not mean that God didn't care.  Let's not get discouraged when we don't understand, rather let us be confident in those things we do understand.  God is looking for people who'll have faith in Him.

SOMETIMES WE UNDERSTAND:

Acts 8:26-40     Philip and the Ethiopian

In this passage, the Spirit of God (verse 29) tells Philip the evangelist to go to the man in the chariot reading from the Scriptures.  The man was reading from the Book of Isaiah.  Philip asked the man (an Ethiopian) if he understood what he was reading, and the man replied that he couldn't unless someone explained it to him.  Philip then preached unto him Jesus, and the man confessed that he believed that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  God wanted the man to understand what he was reading.  There is a place for understanding.  Philip explained the Scriptures to him and led him to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 10:13-17     "How shall they hear?"

In this portion of the Bible we read that for men to be saved, they need to hear the gospel.  But how shall they hear unless someone tells it to them?  Further, verse 17 says, So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  God does not want people to remain in ignorance.  He wants them to know that there is good news.  He wants people to know of His love for them.  He wants people to hear the gospel of peace!  Someone needs to explain it to people so that they will understand God's ways.  God desires people to understand.

Ephesians 4:11-15     Perfected to serve God

Here we read how God chooses to perfect (complete, equip) his people, by the five‑fold ministry: apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher.  These people, each with a particular ministry to the church, equip the saints (the Christians) to do the work of the ministry.  To do the work, the Christian needs to understand what to do.  That is where the five‑fold ministry comes in. Further in verse 13 we see how we are to come to the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man. Knowledge requires understanding.  God wants us to understand so that we can come to a place of Christian maturity.

SOMETIMES WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND:
2 Kings 5:1-14     Naaman
2 Kings 5:1-14  Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. 3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
This is a marvelous account of how God healed a non‑Jew.  Naaman was a Syrian captain in the army, an army that was opposed to Israel.  When Naaman heard that a prophet could heal him of leprosy (a dreaded skin disease where the body is slowly eaten away), he figured that he would have to pay a high price, so he brought a lot of money.  But here Naaman's understanding was "thrown for a loop."  First of all, the prophet never even came to see Naaman, rather a servant was sent.  Then, the instructions were for Naaman to go dip in the (muddy) Jordan River seven times!  Naaman flew into a rage; "Why the Jordan River?, there are cleaner rivers in Damascus," he complained.  Naaman didn't understand, but he obeyed the command, and he was healed.  God can get results if we'll be obedient; we don't always need to have perfect understanding.

John 6:31-77     "I am the Bread of Life"

This was a time when Jesus was talking to a lot of people, including many of his disciples.  Jesus said in verse 54, "Whoso eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, has eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day."  Then he said in verse 61, "Does this offend you?"  And the answer of many was, "Yes."  Verse 66 says that, "From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him."  Jesus was speaking in natural terms of spiritual matters.  The lesson was not that we had to be cannibals, but that we needed to hunger and thirst after the things of God.  We derive our spiritual life from Christ even as we sustain our natural life by eating food.  But many did not understand!  And rather than stick with it to come to an understanding at a later time, they turned away from Jesus.  What a shame.  Will we leave Jesus if we're offended?  Peter said to Jesus in verse 68, "Where shall we go? you (Jesus) have the words of eternal life."

2 Peter 3:14-18     "Things hard to be understood"
2 Peter 3:14-18  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
This short section tells us how some things in the scriptures are hard to understand. But then it says that those people who are untaught and unstable twist the scriptures to their own destruction.  We are to be taught.  God wants us to be taught (Galatians 6:6).  We have the Bible so that we can be taught (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  Just because something is hard to understand, it doesn't mean that we'll never understand it!  Keep trying.  Keep learning!  And as verse 18 says, "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."

Sometimes we understand, sometimes we don't.  When we're going through times when we don't understand and we think God is out of touch, too busy, or just plain does not care, let us remember that there are many Bible verses that we do understand.  Remember God loves us.  Remember Jesus died for us.  Draw encouragement from what you do understand, and you'll make it through the times when you don't understand.
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