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Everybody faces disappointments, discouragement, setbacks and injustices.  People of character do the right thing even when unwanted and undeserved circumstances come along.  The real test of character doesn't come when we're sitting in church, but it comes when we're out in the world, where wickedness and temptation abound.  What will we do when faced with temptation?  We know the words of the apostle Paul where he said in 1 Corinthians 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  Thus God makes a way in the midst of trials and temptations.  Let's see an example of this from the book of Genesis.

Genesis 39  And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. 6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured. 7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within. 12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. 13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, 14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: 15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. 16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: 18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out. 19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison. 21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.
A little background is in order.  Joseph was one of the son's of Jacob (renamed Israel).  He was one of the youngest and he was the favorite of his father.  He was also hated by his older brothers (he had 10 older brothers).  One day his brothers sold him into slavery to a band of Ishmaelites who then sold him to the Egyptian Potiphar (where chapter 39 begins).  Joseph's brothers told their father Jacob that Joseph was dead.  Thus Joseph, when only 17 years of age, was sold into slavery, separated from his father and brothers, and taken to live in a strange land.  Was this fair?  Where was God during this time?  Joseph may well have asked these questions.  Sometimes we ask questions too.  Let us consider some important points from this chapter on Doing The Right Thing.

1.  Doing The Right Thing Produces Prosperity

2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man;

and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.
Prosperity is not necessarily material prosperity, but also emotional, social, health, etc.  God has not called us to be losers, but to be winners.  When we're pleasing the Lord, then even in difficult circumstances we can experience his hand of blessing on our lives.  If everything we're doing is coming up empty, and we're not at peace, then perhaps we're not moving in God's blessing, and that may be because we're habitually not Doing The Right Thing.
2.  Doing The Right Thing Glorifies God, And Others See It

3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to

prosper in his hand.  4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made 

him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.

When we're pleasing the Lord, other look on and know something is going on outside of the one under blessing.  People see the wisdom of God in the decisions made by the godly.  God knows the score, and can move for our benefit.  God's people are know for making good business decisions, for being able to learn tasks quickly, and to behave themselves well.  This all comes as a result of practicing Doing The Right Thing.

3.  Knowing What's Right Keeps You Doing The Right Thing
7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon

Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 8 But he refused, and said...9. ...because thou

art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
This was a temptation that affects all men.  Potiphar's wife was no doubt very attractive, since she was the wife of an important man in Egypt.  Yet she had an evil heart, and lusted after Joseph.  Men of weak character, and with no understanding would have taken her up on the offer.  Yet for the man who knows the difference between right and wrong there need not be a time of pondering over what to do.  When temptation comes, men of God need to be Doing The Right Thing.
4.  Doing The Right Thing Sometimes Comes At A Price, But God Is Still There

20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners

were bound: and he was there in the prison. 21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and showed him

mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
Joseph obeyed God and it got him thrown into prison.  Yet even in prison God was with Joseph.  This is a good measuring rod when we're falsely accused and persecuted.  Is God's presence still with us?  Do we feel his peace?  Are we angry, frustrated, and confused?, or are we at peace and is our heart stilled knowing deep down that God loves us and is working on our behalf?  When we do that which is displeasing to the Lord, then difficulties that come do not come with God's peace, be his peace is there regardless when we're Doing The Right Thing.
_________________________________________

The story goes on in the following chapters of how God blessed Joseph, and used him greatly in the saving of his family (with whom he was reunited with).  Joseph was used of God to interpret dreams, and he was made the second in command in all of Egypt because of his wisdom and understanding.  Joseph's administration saved millions from starvation from famine.  Joseph went through many difficulties and hardships, but we read in the last chapter of Genesis how Joseph said to those who sold him into slavery, Genesis 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.  God had a plan to save much people alive, but during the hard times Joseph didn't know this.  Yet he trusted in his God being fully persuaded that God was good, and only meant good for him.

How could Joseph have had this confidence if he had been doing wickedness himself?  He could not have!  Yet because he was Doing The Right Thing, he kept his confidence, and he knew the peace of God, and God was with him.  What a testimony!  God was with him.
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