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Have you ever felt like quitting?  Most everyone in this society is a quitter, and they blame it on someone else.  Christians have one more source to blame-‑ God.  But God is interested in people who will not quit.  Whatever God commands of us immediately means that it is possible to do, else He would not have commanded it.  The Bible contains the stories of real people and real events.  Some people quit, some didn't.  Let's look at both types, then finish with some Scriptures that can build our faith and keep us from quitting.

The parable of the sower
Luke 8:4‑15
Focus on verse 13, They on the rock are they which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.  Notice from the parable that TEMPTATION WILL COME.  When it does, will we quit?  Some do.  Let us not quit.

Persistence (another word for importunity)
Luke 11:5‑13
The parable shows that when you know something to be the will of God, then ASK, and if necessary, ASK AGAIN.  Don't give up on something just because it doesn't go your way the first time!  Note: How will you know if it is God's will?  Read the Bible!

The man who would be king

1 Samuel 30:1‑19
David's men had wives and children, as did David; they were all in Ziklag.  When David and his men were gone, a band of Amalekites raided the city of Ziklag, and burned it with fire, looted it, and kidnapped all the people.  David's men were ready to turn on him, but David didn't quit; he encouraged himself in the Lord (verse 6). David and his men pursued the raiders, and the Bible says in verse 19, David recovered all.  This would not have happened if he had quit!

Two years in jail, FRAMED

Genesis 39
Joseph was one of 12 sons born to his father Jacob.  Joseph's  brothers hated him, because he was the favorite of their father.  His brother sold him, and Joseph ended up in the home of an Egyptian official named Potiphar.  Potiphar's wife was attractive, and she wanted Joseph to sleep with her.  Joseph refused, and Potiphar's wife, offended by Joseph's refusal, said to her husband that Joseph had tried to rape her.  Potiphar was furious, and threw Joseph in jail.  Joseph was in jail for at least two years (Genesis 41:1, 14).  Joseph was used of God to save his people from a famine, and he was reunited with his family. God was with Joseph (Genesis 50:20), and Joseph did not quit.

Missionary Demas, quitter.

Colossians 4:14  Luke the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

Philemon 23, 24  There salute Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Jesus Christ; Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers.

2 Timothy 4:10  For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world...

Demas was a missionary who ministered with the Apostle Paul.  When the going got tough (and it often does), Demas quit.  He made his choice.  What is yours?  Just because things are tough, it doesn't mean God doesn't love us anymore.  There is a blessing in serving God that we'll never know if we quit and give up.

The "Faith Hall of Fame"
Hebrews 11
This whole chapter builds our faith, by remembering the faith of Old Testament characters.  Let's look specifically, though, at verses 36‑40.  Here it didn't work out so great.  People were left destitute, and even killed.  Yet they believed God.  Then in Hebrews 12:1‑2 we're told to run the Christian race with patience, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.  Look to Jesus, and don't quit.

Selected Scriptures from the Bible:

2 Thessalonians 3:13  But you, brethren, be not weary in well doing.

Galatians 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
Luke 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
1 Corinthians 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
This teaching is not a pep talk, rather it is biblical encouragement for us not to quit. Let's act like Christians, and serve God, even when it's tough, when we don't understand, when we don't feel like it, when the breaks don't seem to be going our way.  God loves us.  Don't quit now.  (P.S. God has a way of getting His way, read about Jonah in the Old Testament book of Jonah.)
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