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The New Testament says in 1 Corinthians 15:33, Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. The reality of human existence is that there are some people who purpose to do evil; they are not interested in societal progress, sacrifice, delayed gratification, or personal honor. Jesus talked about wolves in sheep’s clothing. One of the greatest enemies of the man of God is a former man of God gone bad. Following is an example of a false prophet, someone who knew all the religious terms, and who ruined a good man, a man who had heard God’s voice, but gave into another voice. Let us consider some lessons in spiritual discernment from the following passage.

1 Kings 13:1-26  And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.  2  And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.  3  And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out.  4  And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him.  5  The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.  6  And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Entreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the LORD, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it was before.  7  And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.  8  And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place:  9  For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest.  10  So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.  11  Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told also to their father.  12  And their father said unto them, What way went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came from Judah.  13  And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon,  14  And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am.  15  Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread.  16  And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place:  17  For it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.  18  He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.  19  So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water.  20  And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back:  21  And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee,  22  But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcass shall not come unto the sepulcher of thy fathers.  23  And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back.  24  And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcass was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcass.  25  And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcass cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcass: and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt.  26  And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the LORD…
Discernment Lesson #1  God’s Voice Emboldens You

1  And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.  2   And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD…
It wasn’t always a desired role to be a prophet of God in Old Testament times. Often the prophet, the man of God, had to say hard things to national leaders or the people in general, and the message wasn’t always easy and those on the receiving end didn’t always like it. But the man of God, full of the Spirit of God, is emboldend by the Holy Spirit to do those things that require courage and conviction. When you’re following hard after God, you should expect to hear from God, and you can discern the will of God for you by the unction you have to act on behalf of the kingdom of God. This prophet stood up to the wicked king Jeroboam while the king was doing his wickedness and “cried out against the altar by the word of the Lord.” He had the confidence to do this, and he did it successfully. This is one way to discern the will of God – being emboldened to do his will even when it’s not easy.
Discernment Lesson #2  Proper Action is Backed up By God’s Signs and Wonders

4 And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him.  5 The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:4-5, “and my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” Paul got results. Paul was called of God to be an apostle. Peter as well. Both men preached and men got saved, men got healed, lives were changed, attitudes were changed, God moved on the hearts and minds of those to whom were being preached to. In a negative way, signs followed this prophet when the wicked king came against him. The king’s hand became withered. This was a confirmation that God was in the message. As a Christian minister, check out the results of your ministry. If people are encouraged, blessed, saved, healed and are more conformed into the image of Christ, then you’re on the right track and your message is accurate. If your ministry leads to division, anger, apathy, backsliding and a departing from holiness to the hearer, then your message is not bearing fruit and you need to discern that you’re off track. Look for signs following your ministry – God’s stamp of approval. 
Discernment Lesson #3 Evaluate Contrary Voices
15 Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread.  16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place:  17 For it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.  18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.
Note that the discernment lesson is not “evaluate any voice” but it’s “evaluate contrary voices.” If your disposition is naturally trusting (or even naïve) then you may well change course based on a differing view. If you’re naturally suspicious or even paranoid, then you may well be very quick to evaluate a contrary voice. Regardless of your disposition, you have to objectively take a look at the contrary voice and judge it by what the scriptures say, or, if it’s a word from the Lord, then you have to judge the contrary voice by what word from God you have received, and that word itself must be judged by the scriptures. This old prophet, likely backslidden, certainly a liar, brought a contrary voice to the man of God. This wolf in sheep’s clothing was perhaps jealous of the man of God. Maybe the old prophet had been used of God in days gone by, but he lost his first love by watching TV, movies, dedicating himself to personal pleasure, materialism, and one day found himself not being used of God anymore. And when he saw someone who was being used of God, he jumped into action and used religious terms with the man, and caused him to change his direction. The Christian has to learn to be discerning because there will always be wolves in sheep’s clothing, there will always be backsliding persons trying to derail you. Just because someone uses religious terms, check out their life, their testimony, their results, and if there is fruit, then give it more weight. But if not, and if it’s absolutely contrary to what you know to be God’s will, then don’t lose focus and be derailed and change direction – but stay the course.

Discernment Lesson #4  A Lack of Discernment Comes at a Price
23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. 24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcass was cast in the way…

Discerning God’s will is important, and sometimes it’s so important that to miss it means the loss of a life, physical or eternal. The scriptures teach the principle of Luke 12:48, “unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required.” I’ve watched pastors shipwreck their faith, and, like the man of God, “he went back” (verse 19). Back to the world, back to sin, back to ungodly living. This has happened to men with national ministries, and on a local level, to men I’ve known. For some the final chapter hasn’t been written. For the man of God in 1 Kings the price of a lack of discernment came quickly and harshly. Romans 15:4 teaches “for whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning.” Let us take away from the disaster of this man of God that there is a price to a lack of spiritual discernment, and because there’s a price, even an eternal price, let us pay attention to those disciplines and practices that encourage godliness, holiness, and discernment. Let us be vigilant, watching, patient, and confident that God will lead us and guide us, as we submit to him, obey, and listen to him.

One of the nine gifts of the Sprit is the Gift of Discerning of Spirits. God, in the supernatural, can reveal his will to us, and can also speak to us in the midst of contrary voices what that true word of the Lord really is. A weakness in many Christian circles is a lack of spiritual discernment, a lack of understanding, a confusion of voices, and the net results is year after year of spinning our wheels, of marching around the mountain yet again. Examine your own life. Are you making forward progress in the important areas of your life? Are you seeing persons blessed? Are your relationships improving? Can you lay your hand on the sick and see them recover? Are you developing a deeper relationship with Christ, are you becoming more confident in the doctrines of the faith? Or, after all these years, are you no further ahead in your walk then you were many years ago. Young people, determine that you’ll be something in the kingdom of God. Determine that you will finish the race. Determine that you’ll receive all God has for you. And those more senior among us, you have experiences that the young people need. Women, teach the younger wives how to love their husbands and how to raise children. There are a lot of voices out there. Older men, set the example of how to finish strong and not be like the “old prophet” who missed God and caused others to stumble. Supernatural discernment is important, so important it’s listed as one of the nine gifts of the Spirit. Paul knew he had to be consistent, live holy, and not shipwreck his faith and be a castaway. We can do it, and we can do it with the least amount of setbacks by properly discerning the voice of God and the will of God – and then acting on it and seeing the blessed results that follow.
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