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In America there are numerous orthodox Protestant Christian churches, including Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Assembly of God, Congregational, Lutheran, Seventh Day Adventists, and so forth. There are also a number of non-orthodox organizations in America that use the term Christian but are not recognized by those of the orthodox Protestant faith to be Christian. These organizations include the Watchtower (Jehovah's Witnesses), Latter Day Saints (Mormons), Unification Church (Moonies), United Pentecostals (Oneness), Unitarian (Unity), The Way International, and Universalists, to name many. 

The question then becomes, "what makes one group orthodox Christian, and another group not, especially when they ALL claim the title 'Christian'?" The answer is found in the major doctrines, or fundamental beliefs of the organization. Here are seven major doctrines that all Protestant orthodox Christian Churches embrace:

· The Trinity of God

· The Deity of Christ

· The Deity of the Holy Spirit

· Salvation by Grace

· The Sinfulness of Man

· The Bodily Resurrection of Christ

· The Virgin Birth of Christ

· The Sinless Blood of Christ

· The Authority of the Bible

At their core, every orthodox Protestant Christian organization holds the above beliefs, and every one of the non-orthodox, non-Christian organizations that claim the name 'Christian' deny, reject, or substantially alter every one of the above fundamental teachings. 

And if you had to boil it down to one paragraph, here's a summary of what separates the Christian faith from all others:

Orthodox Biblical Christianity recognizes Jesus Christ as being God in the flesh, the second person of the Holy Trinity; all other self-named but not Christian organizations deny the deity of Christ, every one of them. The deity of Christ is central to salvation by grace, the bodily resurrection, the virgin birth, and the sinlessness of Christ as taught in the Bible.
The mature Christian is well-versed in the fundamentals of the faith. When one combines a clear understanding of the major doctrines of the Christian faith with a reasonable understanding of the fundamental teachings of the non-Christian organizations, then one has the ability to dialogue with adherents of those non-orthodox organizations and lead them into the Light of Christ Jesus the Lord.

Yet, due to a lack of proper teaching and biblical understanding in the arena of sharing one's faith with persons in these non-orthodox organizations, a person coming to the door to share their faith is often rebuffed by the Christian, and the one rebuffed is only empowered further in their own faith, as they feel they have arguments that overwhelm the Christian, and thus the Christian won't dialogue with them. The modern Christian may well look to the following verse as a biblical reason to not enter into discussions with those persons of other faith systems canvasing their neighborhood: If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed. 2 John 10 It is my position that “house” here means “churchhouse” or “home church.” “House” would be the equivalent of “church” by my understanding, be it a separate structure or one’s home where the gathering of the people for worship, prayer, and learning was the intention of the gathering.
For years I've invited these persons of other faith systems into my home, and sometimes they accept, but most of the time they don't. I open my Bible and enter into a discussion whether on the doorstep, in my home, in the driveway, or in the front yard. A few times they've watched a video I might have that exposes their faith system for what it is - a man-made assortment of rules and beliefs with no foundation in biblical truth. If they won't come into my home I've gone to theirs and have discussed the claims of Christ. Other times we'll meet at a coffee shop for discussion. Now, in meeting these sincere persons and inviting him or them into my home, have I violated scripture? On the surface it may seem I have, but I have not. 
In the early church, and even to this day, there are home churches, that is, persons gathered together in a private home for corporate worship. In my Christian experience when I was a part of the founding of a new church we met at the pastors home until we had the wherewithal to meet in a public place. In India I was privileged to share on a Sunday morning at a home church that had over 25 persons present. 

Now, the apostle John was being very clear that to those home church members, it would not be appropriate at all to invite in someone to speak who did not embrace the doctrine of Christ. This would be akin to having a Mormon come to a Baptist church to speak on matters of doctrine with authority. This would only lead to confusion and would not promote Christian maturity. It would reduce the church to a club, where all views are proposed with equal weight but with no Christian growth occurring.
The late Dr. Walter Martin, a world-renowned published author, Christian apologist and expert on Christian and non-Christian faith systems, taught that to take that verse, 2 John 10, as literal to the degree that one was forbidden to invite into their home a person from a non-orthodox organization, would require the homeowner to ask the beliefs of every plumber, carpet cleaner, cabinet installer, and even police officer who had reason to come into your home, and if they were a part of a non-Christian organization, then you'd have to bar them from entry. This of course is ridiculous and thus the verse has a more intentional reason for being stated. 
Let us consider the following verse:  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15

That verse does not contradict 2 John 10. It rather helps us to interpret 2 John 10 as Dr. Martin taught. It teaches that we have to be ready to defend our faith, to share our faith, to reach out to others, and that can be done right at your dining room table.

Over the years I've met a number of persons from both the Watchtower Organization (Jehovah's Witnesses) and the Latter Day Saints (Mormons). The meetings I’ve had with them occur on college campuses, in public parks, and yes, on my doorstep. Allow me to share my most recent doorstep experience with a Jehovah’s Witness, which occurred in June, 2011 (it is July 2011 at the time of this writing). A mid-thirties man, I'll call him Jason, came by himself to my doorstep. He was wearing a tie and coat as is their habit.  I was downstairs when he came, and my wife notified me. I promptly went up to meet him, shook his hand, smiled, opened my door and said "come on in!" He did... (I’ll also note that if I had not been home my wife would have obtained his phone number, as is our habit, so that I can contact the person later, which I always do.)
I invited him downstairs where I had my laptop computer on. I said I wanted to share something with him that I wrote, and it was a study on the Trinity of God. I offered him a copy of my writings. Well, he wanted nothing to do with that. In fact, he told me that I may as well be talking to a brick wall because he wouldn’t take any of my literature no matter what I offered. I said what I always say in such situations, which is “I'm sure you're open minded and I'd like for you to see why those of us who accept the Trinity do so.” He said he was raised in a Protestant family but always rejected the Trinity because he studied it out and that was his conclusion. I then said I had other lessons, such as one entitled "The Jehovah's Witnesses Bible Proves the Deity of Jesus Christ." Well he wanted nothing to do with that either of course and repeated that I was wasting my time and his. But I was kind and polite and didn't get mad, didn't get rude, didn't make fun of him or anything like that, but I was firm and I did extend him an invitation to accept my materials.

He kept saying he had to go, so I said I'd walk out with him. As we did I asked how many Jehovah's Witnesses there were worldwide and he said eight million, which I knew to be true. I then said that it just didn't make sense that if Jehovah is all powerful, and his Word is powerful, that barely one-tenth of one percent of the entire world's population would have been reached with Jehovah's message a full 2000 years after the death of Christ. I said that was a pretty poor showing and didn't he agree with me. Of course he didn't agree and had an answer ready, which was “in the last days Jehovah would separate the wheat from the chaff.” I said by this math the entire field was chaff. There was no wheat! It simply did not make sense. I was appealing to his intellect at this point. Again, he said he had to catch up to the others in his group so he really had to leave. 

I then took the opportunity to tell him that I had many Jehovah's Witnesses friends, and it turned out we both knew the same local Jehovah's Witness eye surgeon and that the surgeon had extended an invitation for me to tour the Watchtower headquarters in Brooklyn, NY, which I intended to do if I was ever in NY. I commended the Watchtower organization for its printed materials, how professional they looked, and how they are very diligent in their work. All of which I sincerely meant. He thanked me and we shook hands as he was leaving. And he turned and said to me “I haven't had someone talk to me like you have, I appreciate your tone and your sincerity.” 

I believe this man will remember me. He's in the construction trade and is in his mid-thirties. One day if he becomes disillusioned with the Watchtower, or has a crisis, or has some questions, then maybe he'll come to me to talk. The ground is tilled for that, and the seed is planted.

Now dear reader I appeal to your own common sense. Do you think I went against the command of scripture by inviting this man into my home and sharing the Christian message with him? I controlled the conversation, I reached out to him, I was a friend, and he taught nothing to anyone, he addressed no group, and he was favorably dispositioned toward me as a Protestant Christian and he knew that I knew what I was talking about. I really believe my actions were more consistent with the will of God, by speaking with this man in my home, and sharing the gospel, then I would have been by telling him he's wrong and wrongheaded and get off my porch and don't come back! There are many examples in the New Testament of Christians defending the faith, dialoging with the unbeliever, and putting the hearer in a position to receive Christ Jesus the Lord as their personal Savior.

Another time a Latter Day Saint (Mormon) pair came to my home. One was a lady, and one was an older man. I invited them in and invited them to watch a video and they did. This video exposed Mormonism for the racist, sexist organization that it is in its heritage, and even in modern-day practice in certain areas. Of course they denied it, and said that that was an offshoot of Mormonism and not what they believed. I accepted that but again pointed out that this was the heritage of their own organization. This was done with firmness yet with meekness and humbleness. 

The goal is to plant a seed in these situations. It is virtually impossible to convert an active door-to-door campaigner. So the goal becomes making some progress, showing some kindness, demonstrating doctrinal competency and doing so in a spirit of love. This is what the Bible teaches. This is what the apostle John taught too. The author of the great Gospel of John wouldn’t teach not to have a lost person into your home so that you can witness to them. He would teach not to have them in your home so that they can teach those gathered in your home erroneous doctrine! I trust you see the logic of this.

At Prisoners For Christ we teach a full course to our volunteers and anyone who wishes to come on Christian Doctrine and how self-named Christian groups, like Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons, view those doctrines. We consistently receive favorable replies to our training course, and you are invited to attend this course. We provide teaching and materials that will make you an effective minister to those who come to dialogue on your doorstep! Here's how it works... 
The materials we provide show the orthodox Christian doctrinal viewpoint summarized in one sentence, like is shown on the next page. Note too that even other faith systems are also included, with a sentence on their beliefs as they themselves believe it, according to their own published sources. We do this for thirteen major Christian doctrines (those from page one above, plus the doctrine of the Church, the Second Coming, Heaven and Hell, and Spiritual Warfare). These materials are to be affixed in the back of your Bible. When the misled person comes along, if you have your Bible, you are ready to be a witness for Jesus on the doorstep.  Here's how I used them once with two Mormon elders…
The two elders (that’s what they called themselves), both in their twenties, came to my door. They didn't want to come in, but I took my Bible out to the driveway and put it on the roof of my truck and went through the thirteen doctrines. I shared what I believed (the orthodox viewpoint) on the virgin birth of Christ, and then read what they believed, since it was published by their own organization. Now here's what my strategy was... One of the elders was the senior elder, he was staunch and firm and experienced. But the other elder was a newbie, so though I was looking at the senior elder while talking, I was actually talking to the newbie. I watched from the corner of my eye as he had a puzzled look on his face as I exposed the differences over and over, doctrine after doctrine. For example, I said "now is it true that your church believes that the Father in heaven, by sexual intercourse, conceived Jesus Christ?" and he said, "well yes, but we don't talk about that much..." and the junior elder had this perplexed, astonished, baffled look on his face. I’m persuaded that most attendees of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints don’t know that this is what their organization teaches, but it is. Here’s an example of the material I used (this is one of 13 parts), reading the Protestant Christian part first, then the Mormon part next, since it was the Mormons I was dialoging with. Anyone could do it, and any Christian who’s been a Christian for a couple years should be able to do it!
	THE DOCTRINE OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST

	PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN

Jesus was conceived by God the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary’s womb. Jesus born sinless.
	JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

Conceived by an invisible active force, who is not a person and is not God.
	UNITED PENTECOSTALS

The human spirit of Jesus (non-Deity) had no pre-existence before the virgin birth.
	SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Jesus was conceived by God the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary’s womb. Jesus born sinless.

	ROMAN CATHOLIC

Jesus was conceived by God the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary’s womb. 

Jesus and Mary both born sinless.
	MORMON (LDS)

Not conceived by the Holy Spirit but by sexual intercourse with the Father.
	CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Jesus was born of Mary’s spiritual thoughts.
	UNITY

The virgin birth is an experience in the spiritual unfoldment of each individual. The virgin birth is the birth of the Christ consciousness in the purified soul.


Did I win either of them to Christ that day. No. Did I till the ground, plant seeds, and leave a favorable impression that I was someone who knew what I was talking about and that I genuinely cared about them enough to share my faith with them? Yes. The Bible says in Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. This and many verses in the Bible speak of those who truly seek God will be found of Him. Thus those who choose to believe a lie do so of their own accord and they’ll answer for it; yet some will come out of these non-Christian organizations, and some may come out because a Christian took the time to share the gospel with them, and did it with meekness and fear.
You can be every bit as effective at the dialoged on the doorstep as me; I'll show you how and give you the tools to do so. Let me know how I can help you be an effective witness for Christ Jesus on the doorstep. You can become a dangerous Christian, dangerous to the kingdom of darkness that seeks to hold the souls of men. Beloved, the Holy Spirit can use you to defend the faith and plant seeds that can one day bear fruit!
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