DETERMINATION

Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

Because of the teachings about the meekness of Christ, uninformed Christians have come to believe that they shouldn't ever persist at accomplishing anything.  Any opposition to their plans or desires is automatically taken to be "God's will," and therefore shouldn't be pursued.  However the Bible doesn't teach that we're to give up at the first sign of struggle.

Luke 19:1‑10   And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.  2  And, behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, which was the chief among the tax collectors, and he was rich.  3  And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press (crowd), because he was little of stature (a short man).  4  And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.  5  And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at your house.  6  And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.  8  And Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.  9  And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham.  10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Let's look at this passage to learn some things about determination.  Zaccheus (pronounced Zuh ‑ key ‑ us) heard about Jesus, he wanted to see him.  He met with opposition, the same kind we meet.  Yet he didn't stop, until he met Jesus.  What are some oppositions that hinder us?

1. PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS
Zaccheus was a short man (and there is nothing wrong with that).  The Bible says in Ephesians 2:10, For we are his (God's) workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works....  We are God's creation.  Whether we're short, tall, husky, skinny, bald, gray, wrinkled, have a big nose or ears that stick out, we are still God's creation!  Since Zaccheus arrived late to the area where Jesus was, he couldn't see.  He could have said something like this:

"Well I'm just too short. I can't see over anyone. If I had been here earlier, I may have had a front row seat. It must be God's will that I don't see Jesus. Besides, if I was taller, I would have been able to see. God isn't fair! Why should I be short?  Why didn't God make a way for me?  I'll just go home and forget the whole thing."
But God did make a way!  There was a tree nearby!!  Zaccheus climbed the tree that God provided to see the savior that God provided.  But Zaccheus had to look for, find, and climb the tree.  He was determined.  He met the Lord.  That's one of the benefits of determination.

2. A SINFUL PAST
Zaccheus was a 'publican.'  A publican is a tax collector. The Jewish tax collectors in that day collected taxes for the hated Roman government.  But they also taxed more than was required, and they kept the extra for themselves.  In verse eight, Zaccheus admits to having taken from others falsely.  But that didn't stop him from coming to Jesus.  Because of his crookedness in dealing with others in the past, Zaccheus could have taken this kind of attitude:

"I'm a low, vile sinner.  How could God ever love me?  God probably hates me. I have stolen from people all my life.  My wealth is a result of other people's suffering.  I'll clean up my life first, then perhaps God will accept me.  But in the mean time, forget God, I'm not good enough."
While everyone's life before coming to Christ is loaded with sin, we needn't believe the lie of the devil that we need to clean up our act before God will receive us.  Jesus died for your sins before you were ever born.  Jesus said in verse 10, For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.  If you're lost and without Christ, Jesus came for YOU.

3. SHAME BEFORE OTHERS
No one liked Zaccheus.  He was a sinner.  In verse seven, the Bible says, concerning the people who say Jesus invited Zaccheus to a meeting, ...they ALL murmured (complained), saying, Then he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.  Some people never 'break out' of being hindered by the attitudes of others.  Some go their entire lives limited and intimidated by what others say about them. But God is looking for determined people.  People who will be more concerned with God what says then what men say.  Suppose Zaccheus said this:

"No one likes me. Everyone is saying how much of a loser I am.  They say I bring shame to them.  Life isn't fair.  I'll bet God doesn't want anything to do with me either.  I may as well just resign myself to a life of unhappiness."

What do others think of you?  The important question is, 'What does God think of you?'  Who died for your sins? Men or Jesus? Jesus did.  God offers forgiveness for your past (see 1 John 1:9).  God knows that life without his blessing is full of misery.  Jesus said in John 10:10, The thief (devil) comes not but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  Men may be ashamed of you, but God loves you and wants to draw you unto Himself.  Let Him.  Don't let men stop you.  Be determined.  Experience the abundant life Jesus speaks of.

When Zaccheus met Jesus, Luke 19:6 says, And he (Zaccheus) made haste, and came down (from the tree he had climbed to see Jesus), and RECEIVED HIM GLADLY.  Men today receive Christ gladly, too!

When you know something to be the will of God (such as your family staying together, for you to learn the scriptures better, for you to increase your education so as to obtain a better job so you can provide better for your family), then go after it with all you have.  BE DETERMINED AND DO NOT TAKE NO FOR AN ANSWER!  Do all you can ‑ PRAY AND WORK ‑ that gives God something to work with.  If you are striving to do well at whatever you're supposed to be doing, then God can use your efforts in the sight of men to turn the hearts of men.  But if you sit on your duff doing nothing and expect the blessings to flow, you'll be sitting a long time!  The devil wants to stop you, but God wants you to succeed. It's your move.
...FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERS VIOLENCE (is moving

ahead forcefully), AND THE VIOLENT (determined

people) TAKE IT BY FORCE.  Matthew 11:12
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