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The scriptures are more than abundantly clear regarding the sinfulness and lostness of man as well as the holiness of God Almighty. The writings in the Old Testament include those of the lies and deceit of man and Satan, as well as the mercy and love of God. In the New Testament epistles written by Paul, John, Peter, Jude, and James the scriptures time and again contrast sinful man to a righteous God. But in the four gospels we have an account of God in the flesh, Jesus the Son of God, and we see how in his humanity he behaved, and we see the opposition he faced by men likewise bound by their humanity but not under control of the Holy Ghost. Let us see from the following real-life account the contrast between desperately wicked men and the gloriously righteous Jesus Christ. We will consider the trial of Jesus from Luke 23:1-22.
Luke 23:1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 
In the proceeding chapter Jesus answers in the affirmative that he is the Son of God. The elders, chief priests, and scribes of the council who questioned Jesus flew into a rage. Jesus was already under arrest and now they had their so-called evidence that he was a blasphemer. This is an example of the desperate wickedness of men, men who should have known better but for envy were going to murder the Prince of Peace. 

2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. 3 And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.  4 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. 
Desperately wicked men are good at lying, distorting the truth, and all the while they think they are doing God a service. Behold how these learned men, men of the cloth as it were, were accusing Jesus. They said he perverted the nation by his teachings, and that he did not give tribute to Caesar. Jesus was quoted earlier with his disciples and others saying to “render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s…” But liars, desperately wicked men, care nothing for the truth.   For the first time, Pilate says that he found no fault in Christ. On the surface it looks like he might be coming to the defense of Christ, but as we shall see a desperately wicked man is not on God’s side at all.

5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. 7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. 
Sensing that Pilate might be inclined to free Christ, the elders, scribes, and chief priests of the council became all the more fierce in their accusations. But they slipped up, and spoke of Galilee, and Pilate was now going to pass the buck. Desperately wicked men have no honor, no sense of justice, no willingness to stand in the gap for righteousness sake. A mob was attacking Christ, and a leader of the government was going to do nothing about it. 
8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him. 9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing. 
Herod was a desperately wicked man. He wanted to see Jesus, but not for the right reasons. He wanted to see some new miracle, hear some new word, get his ears tickled, and get some new experience that he could stack on his other experiences and exploits. Something to tell the boys about at the corner tavern or the next city council meeting. Herod the wicked, who came from a line of despots, was now going to ask the kindest man who ever lived many things, but Jesus answered him nothing. Fascinating! Herod’s heart was black, and he was not interested in the truth. The righteous Christ, knowing this, answered nothing. 

10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him. 11 And Herod with his men of war set him at naught, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 
Jesus says nothing in his defense, and his accusers go ballistic and vehemently accuse him all the more. And the spineless Herod, facing off against a single man, has all his soldiers and men of war mock him and put a robe on him, pretending to recognize him as a king. Desperately wicked men make a mockery of the things of God. Belshazzar did it, Herod did it, others did it. Desperately wicked men do that today. You and I have likely done it, those who didn’t come to Christ at a very early age. 

12 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at enmity between themselves. 13 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him: 15 No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him. 16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 
Evil doesn’t mind teaming up with evil, because there is no guiding principle to follow. Pilate, Herod, two enemies but both desperately wicked and both willing to do something wicked and team up doing it. Once again, Pilate says he finds no fault in Christ because there is no fault in Christ! Herod found no fault in Christ either. So this gutless, desperately wicked man says twice that Christ is faultless, and that he has done nothing worthy of death, yet still he’s going to chastise, or physically punish him. Why? Because a desperately wicked man does what a desperately wicked man does, wickedness!

17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.) 18 And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas: 19 (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.) 20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. 21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 22 And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go. 

For the wicked punishment was not enough, they wanted death. So they, with one voice, cried out against Jesus the Gloriously Righteous man from Galilee. And for the third time Pilate said there was not cause of death in Christ, but still, being desperately wicked, facing off against other desperately wicked men, and collaborating with another desperately wicked man, said again that he would punish Christ and then let him go. 

23 And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed. 24 And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 25 And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 

The sad conclusion of a travesty of justice done at the hands of desperately wicked men, sinners. The people wanted an insurrectionist, one who desired to overthrow the government, and a murderer on top of that, to be released and for Christ to be put to death. What’s the matter with this picture?! Condoning evil is desperate wickedness.
We have reviewed the first 25 verses of Luke chapter 23. With the exception of three words in verse three, throughout the entire trial Jesus has said nothing! Later in the chapter Jesus speaks to his heartsick followers of the horror to follow and to weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children... The Gloriously Righteous  Savior does not do anything other than speak the truth. The wicked lie, the devil is a liar; Christ is truth.
Then Christ is crucified, and on the death cross says Father forgive them, for they know not what they do. This is the contrast between sinful men and a righteous God. When men sin against men, those sinned against retaliate, and the cycle of sin continues. Wars, rumors of wars, all because desperately sinful man is steeped in sin and has turned his back on God and his Glorious Righteousness. It doesn’t have to remain that way, in Christ there is redemption!
While on the cross the two thieves on either side began to rail against Christ, desperately wicked men who, by the admission of one of them, are getting what they deserve. One man though comes to realize that Jesus has done no wrong, and says “remember me.” And Jesus speaks again, and says Today you shall be with me in paradise. Jesus spoke not to Herod, only once to Pilate, and once as well to the council, but to the dying thief he speaks. To his followers he speaks. And the last thing he spoke before dying for the sin of the world was to His Father, when he said Into thy hands I commend my spirit. Complete and total trust in God the Father.
Do you want Christ to speak to you? If you follow him for signs, wonders, miracles, some new word, but remain in your sins, you will miss Heaven and remain desperately wicked. But due to the Glorious Righteousness of Christ we can have our sins forgiven, we can hear truth from God, and we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, in whom is no spot, blemish, or fault. The prophet said in Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? Thus the Gloriously Righteous Jesus Christ says, regarding the door of our heart, in Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
Let us trade our sin-stained souls with for the righteous of God in Christ Jesus. In humility bow before him, in sincerity of heart say to Jesus “remember me” and let the peace and love of God be shed abroad in your heart, a heart that was once desperately wicked and now is made gloriously righteous in Christ. World without end, amen.
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