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What does the Bible say about demons?  Are Christians to fear them?  Where did they come from?  Who is stronger, the devil or Jesus Christ?  This brief study considers these and other matters associated with demons.  Note: Many scriptures are referenced that need to be looked up and read to have the best understanding of this teaching.

WHERE DID THE DEVIL AND DEMONS COME FROM?
Jesus Christ is God.  He is the Son of God.  John 1:1‑3 says, "In the beginning was the Word (Jesus Christ ‑ see John 1:14) and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and the Word (Jesus) was God. The same was in the beginning with God. ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM (the Word ​Jesus); AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANY THING MADE THAT WAS MADE."  Jesus Christ created the heavens, and the entire host of heaven, including Lucifer.  Lucifer was an archangel (the highest ranking among the angelic creation), along with Michael and Gabriel.  Lucifer rebelled (Isaiah 14:12‑16; Ezekiel 28:12‑19) and led a revolt in heaven, was cast out, and took (according to most Bible commentators) one‑third of the angels of heaven (Revelation 12:4, 7‑9) with him.  Some believe that these fallen angels are now demons.  Whether they are or are not, Satan (the name of the devil, he no longer is called Lucifer) controls them; they obey him.  It is worth noting that Satan is NOT an independent adversary of God.  Satan can only do what God allows him to do (See Job 1:6‑12, 2:1‑6; Luke 22:31‑32).  Satan is not divine; he is not all‑knowing, all‑present, or all‑powerful...only God is, and Jesus is God!

HOW CAN PEOPLE BECOME DEMON POSSESSED?
It is understood by experiences and also from the Word of God (the Bible) that demons cannot just show up and inhabit a person.  Rather, that person makes a way for the demon influences.  One direct way is to dabble in the occult and/or astrology.  God strictly forbids this. Old Testament Israel was commanded to kill any witches in their midst (Exodus 22:18, see also Deuteronomy 18:9‑14).  Witchcraft is no joke!  People who play footsies with the devil lose.  The devil is a liar (John 8:44), he offers nothing good (particularly in the long run).  Demon oppression can come from pornography, disobedience, pride, loving the world, even through continued mind‑altering drug abuse.  Demon influences can, it appears from scripture, be inherited also (Mark 9:14‑29, note verse 21).  Not all sickness or mental illness is the result of demon influence.  But some is.  Iniquity (wickedness) must be avoided!  God is not mocked (Galatians 6:7‑8).

HOW DOES ONE GET FREE FROM DEMON POSSESSION?
By the blood of Christ (Revelation 12:11).  Christians have authority over the devil and his demons.  Jesus cast out demons in people (Mark 5:1‑20, Matthew 17:14‑21, Luke 8:2).  Peter the Apostle cast out demons (Acts 5:12‑16).  Paul the Apostle cast out demons (Acts 16:16‑18).  Philip the Evangelist cast out demons (Acts 8:5‑8).  Becoming free of demons is not like in the movies.  Rather, Christians speak the word, and command the demons to leave.  I do not have all the answers here, but I know we need to rely on the blood of Christ.  The possessed person needs prayer.  He also needs to (1) Recognize his need and want help, (2) Repent (turn away from sin ‑ then turn to God) of his sins, including sins involving astrology, pornography; any wickedness, (3) Rebuke the devil, reject him and tell him you reject him, (4) Resist the devil (James 4:7), (5) Receive Christ as Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9‑10).  Once free from demons, he needs to replace the spiritual vacancy with the Holy Spirit.  He needs to pray, to read and study the Bible, to stand firm against the devil.

WILL THE DEMONS COME BACK?
Jesus spoke a parable about this very thing in Matthew 12:43‑45.  Read it!  In it Jesus tells how that when the demon (who was cast out) comes back and finds the place "empty," he goes and gets seven other more wicked spirits, and reinhabits the man.  The man's latter state is worse than the first.  When the demons are gone, the "emptiness" needs to be replaced with Jesus Christ.  This is a spiritual war.  The delivered man needs spiritual help.  He needs the power of Christ in his life.  In 1 John 4:4 the Bible says, "...greater is He that is in you (The Holy Spirit), than he (the devil and demons) that is in the world."
WHAT WILL FINALLY HAPPEN TO THE DEVIL AND HIS DEMONS?
The devil is the biggest loser of all time.  Jesus is much, much more powerful than Satan or any of his demon forces.  Jesus has already judged the devil, and is going to throw him into the lake of fire to be tormented day and night for ever and ever (Revelation 20:1‑10, particularly verse 10) in the time appointed.  Why doesn't he do it now?  Rather than try to answer that, let's just be satisfied with the fact that we can live victoriously over the devil and his demons, and that God will protect us if we submit to him (James 4:7).  Satan's time is coming; he has power now and is not to be underestimated.  He is also not to be overestimated.  We do not have to make any deals with the devil.  He is finished.  We have power over him because of Jesus.  For more verses on the end of the devil, see 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6.

WHY DO I HAVE TO RESIST THE DEVIL IF HE IS ALREADY DEFEATED?

Satan is defeated, that is a fact.  But he still has influence over many people.  He wants to destroy people's lives (John 10:10 ‑ the devil is also called a thief).  For Christians, he wants to destroy their testimony so that they are ineffective in sharing the Gospel.  Read Ephesians 6:10‑20.   Note particularly verse 12, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."  Also, the scriptures say in 2 Corinthians 10:3‑5, "For though we walk in the flesh (live in the physical realm), we do not war after the flesh: For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal (tangible ‑ like swords, guns, knives, bombs, etc.) but mighty through God to the pulling down of stongholds; casting down imaginations (like when the devil puts thoughts in your head), and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ."  Beloved, this is a spiritual conflict, and that's the way it will always be as long as we live on this earth.  Know for sure that "destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity (wickedness)" Proverbs 21:15.

PUT OFF THE OLD, PUT ON THE NEW!
It is dangerous to live life as an unbeliever.  Any man delivered of demons must receive Christ as Savior or the demons will come back.  A beautiful passage in the Bible is Colossians 3:1‑17.  Here we read about putting off the old habits and sins of the past, and replacing them with something godly, something that pleased God.  Christians have a new master, Jesus!  A Christian needs to be about the business of the Lord, and seeking to please Him, and walking before Him righteously.  This can be done!  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore, if any man be in Christ he is a new creation: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
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