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As we look around we see many people propounding various thought, be they political, religious, business theory, etc.  Some people have some good ideas, and others do not.  Gamaliel, a mature religious leader spoke of some zealots who thought they had the answers to societies problems, but their work came to nothing as recorded in Acts 5:36-37  For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought.  37  After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.  These self-proclaimed leaders couldn't deliver the goods.  Yet there is the account of a man in the book of 1 Kings who did deliver the goods, while the devil's crowd came up losers.  Let's consider some lessons on Delivering The Goods.
1 Kings 18:17-40    And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim. 19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. 40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.
Let us provide some background to this passage.  Ahab was wickedest king Israel had ever had up to this time.  Elijah was the greatest prophet Israel had seen up to this time.  Ahab and the prophets of Baal (a heathen god) were causing the people of Israel to sin grievously unto the Lord.  Elijah called upon God and there was a drought in the land, and there would be one for three-and-one-half years.  Finally the two men met: it was a showdown between the one man of God and the king of Israel with his 450 prophets and their 400 assistants.  Outnumbered?  Yes.  But numbers don't equate with righteousness.  Let us consider how righteous men are busy Delivering The Goods.
1.  Delivering The Goods Requires Character And Responsibility

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.
The wicked king Ahab accused Elijah of being the reason of the long drought.  Though he delivered the original message of the impending drought, Elijah was not the cause of it: Ahab was.  And Elijah told him so!  And Elijah told him why Ahab was the cause of the drought.  This took courage because the king had more people allied with him that did Elijah with him.  Yet confrontation, though hardly what anyone wants to do, sometimes needs to be done if the greater need is to be accomplished.  Effective confrontation helps in Delivering The Goods, and that takes character and responsibility.

2.  Delivering The Goods Requires Obedience To Almighty God

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.
Living for God means that your directed by the precepts of God.  If you serve two masters, you'll end up serving neither very well.  We read in Hosea 10:2  Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty....  Also we read in Joshua 24:15  ...choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.  A divided heart doesn't Deliver The Goods in the kingdom of God.  Jesus must be both Savior and Lord.  Listen to what Job said to those who came "comfort" him in his affliction, but really only made matters worse:  Job 13:4  But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value.  We need power and wisdom in our lives, otherwise we are ineffective in Delivering The Goods.  
3.  Delivering The Goods Is More Than Words; It Is Also Deeds

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under ...  30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.
Religious people like to talk and argue.  Who can prove them wrong?  If I say God lives on Mars and has red hair and four heads, who can prove me wrong?  I can talk all I want, but does my teaching produce life?, does it result in tangible good?  Many religious groups have teachings not at all consistent with the Bible.  Who is right and who is wrong?  Jesus said by their fruit (deeds) you will know them.  Be a fruit inspector, particularly in your own life.  Are you bearing good fruit?, are you Delivering The Goods?

4.  Delivering The Goods Has Its Roots In Uprightness, Not Emotion

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed

out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the

offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.
Christians don't need to work themselves up into a frenzy to experience the presence of God or the power of God.  The prophets of Baal were desperate and figured that if they showed more sincerity that maybe Baal would listen.  Christians know what the Scriptures say in Deuteronomy 14:1 Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves. Godly people live in uprightness of heart, and their confidence is quiet but sure.  God will glorify himself in his people because that's his desire (we don't need to guess about it).

5.  Delivering The Goods Produces Results

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time..... 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

It has been said that in war there is no substitute for victory.  In the kingdom God there is no substitute for results (we are involved in spiritual warfare).  The prayers of a righteous man get answered.  His prayers are mature and centered around God's will as revealed in the Scriptures, not selfish prayers asking for personal needs exclusively.  God's people are put on this earth to glorify God and to be conformed more and more into the image of Jesus Christ.  As you seek God, you will have abundant opportunity to see God's hand in your life.  When it's time, be one who is Delivering The Goods.
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