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The Bible says in Psalms 127:3-5  Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them...  But what about when dads don't heed the things of God?  Does that effect their children?

Daniel 6:1-24 It pleased [King] Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps [petty tyrants] to be over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. 4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 5 Then these men said, "We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God." 6 So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: "King Darius, live forever! 7 "All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 "Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter." 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree. 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 12 And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king's decree: "Have you not signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?" The king answered and said, "The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter." 13 So they answered and said before the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day." 14 And the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15 Then these men approached the king, and said to the king, "Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed." 16 So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you." 17 Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed. 18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians were brought before him. Also his sleep went from him. 19 Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 And when he came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?" 21 Then Daniel said to the king, "O king, live forever! 22 "My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you." 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him, because he believed in his God. 24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions; them, their children, and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den.

Surely the thing King Darius did was not pleasing to the Lord.  Yet what is the lesson?  The lesson is that the actions of the dads, as the spiritual head of the home, effect the entire family.  Dad is responsible for his wife and his kids.  Here in the book of Daniel we see how these wicked men, who had good jobs and positions of authority, nonetheless by their evil deeds caused their entire families to suffer.  Dad neglected his duties, dad neglected God, dad was selfish.  Dad's wife and children lost their lives because of dad.  What about you and me?  At the time of this lesson I have five children.  I will answer to God for my children.  You will answer for yours.

A Harvard University study found that 60% of juvenile delinquents had fathers who drank to excess; many had mothers who did the same; 75% lacked parental interest or discipline; and 80% had parents who took no interest in their friends or amusements.  Many wayward children came from broken homes, and few had religious training of any kind.


On the next page are some disturbing statistics about young people.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
1.1 million teens become pregnant each year, representing 11% of all teens aged 15-19.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
The U.S. spends $16 billion per year on health and other services for families started by women who gave birth while in their teens.  Almost half of all teen pregnancies (449,000) end in abortion.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
One in every three teenagers has used an illicit drug within the past 30 days.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
One in every three crimes is committed by a juvenile.  People under 21 account for more than half of the arrests for serious crimes.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Arrests of youth under 18 for drug abuse increased 60-fold from 1960-1980.  Arrests of high school seniors for drunkenness rose by 300% in the same period.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Suicide is the second leading cause of death among youth age 15 to 19.  It has tripled since 1960.  Suicide is the second leading cause of death among college students.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
A recent study reveals that 85% of all adolescents think about attempting suicide, at some point.  It is an epidemic of despair.  20% of those hospitalized for depression are under the age of 18.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Approximately six million young people age 12-17 have used marijuana at some time during their lives; 2.7 million have used marijuana in the last month; 4.8 million have used marijuana in the past year.  One out of every 20 high school seniors smokes marijuana on a daily basis.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Approximately 30% of high school seniors have smoked cigarettes during the last month, a substantial proportion of whom are daily smokers.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
About one in 20 seniors (5.0%) drinks alcohol daily; 92% of all high school seniors have used alcohol; 66% used alcohol in the last month, and 86% used it in the past year.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Motor vehicle accidents involving alcohol are the leading cause of death for young Americans aged 15 to 19, accounting for 45% of fatalities in this age group.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Although 16-24 years-old comprise only 20% of licensed U.S.drivers and account for less than 20% of total vehicle miles traveled, they are involved in 42% of all fatal alcohol-related crashes.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
Close to 8,000 people between 15 and 24 were killed in alcohol-related traffic accidents in 1984, and an additional 220,000 were injured. 

And one day the fathers of these kids will stand before a holy God and give account of their leadership in the lives of these kids.  Dear reader, you as a father do not have to be included in the company of the brokenhearted failures who slugged out an existence in this life, ignored God, let his family go to the devil, and paid the eternal price on Judgment Day.  You can have a happy life as a Christian.  God can help you with your kids.  God's Word (the Bible) has every answer you need to be a successful husband and father.  Don't be one of the devil's fools who frittered away his life and the lives of his children.  Be the man and Christian father God created you to be.

Would you like this to be your testimony:  A Christian father was secretly listening to a conversation between his son and two other little boys.  The youngsters were bragging about their dads.  One boy said proudly, "My dad knows the mayor of our town!"  Another said, "So, my dad knows the governor of our state!"  The Christian father's son then came up with this touching comment, "That's nothing -- my dad knows God!" Upon hearing this, the father quickly slipped away to his room and with tears in his eyes said, "O God, I pray that my boy will always be able to say, 'My dad knows God.'"  He knew he had been paid the supreme tribute.

Let us consider these encouraging scriptures:  Colossians 3:18-25  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.  The Bible is full of direction for the father.
So what will it be?  The miserable, deceitful life of the rulers under King Darius who plotted against Daniel and ended up paying with their own lives and the lives of their wives and children?  Or will it be the blessed life of the humble father who's children love them because dad loves God and lives for God?  Let us be like Joshua in the Old Testament who said in Joshua 24:15  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve...but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. God Bless You.
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