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A cardinal doctrine (teaching) within orthodox (established) Christianity is “Salvation by Grace.” Salvation is a gift; it can never be merited. It is bestowed by grace upon those who confess themselves to be sinners and receive the Son of God, Jesus Christ, as their personal savior. Salvation is not a reward for good works, as some think and as many teach. Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  Yet there are rewards. Rewards are given or bestowed, but never as a gift. It must be merited in some way. Rewards differ from gifts. A gift is an expression of love and can never be claimed. A reward is bestowed because of labor performed and can always be claimed, if promised. 

There are five rewards articulated in the New Testament that we refer to as “Crowns.” Bible Teacher Norman H. Camp wrote the following regarding “Future Rewards”: 
Although some rewards are received in this life, most of them are bestowed by God in the future.  This is necessarily so, because the entire life and the whole work performed must be taken into account in the bestowal of the reward.  There are many factors which enter into the nature of the reward.  Many things must be considered.  The motives for doing the work, as well as the work done, must be taken into account.  God alone is able to weigh all of the factors involved and render a fair decision.  This decision must be fair not only from God's but also from man's viewpoint; therefore, the one making the decision must be both God and man.  There is only One who can meet this requirement, and He is Christ Jesus-the God-man--God manifested in the flesh.  He is the One who will judge the world and will reward every man according to his works (Acts 17:31; John 5:22, 23; Matt. 16:27).  This is promised in the Old Testament and confirmed in the New Testament. (emphasis added)
There are five crowns mentioned in Scripture which are promised to God's children upon certain conditions.  They may be won or they may be lost (Rev. 3:11).  They are spoken of as prizes (I Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:13, 14).  They are described as crowns of gold (Rev. 4:4). And one day, we will present these crowns to Jesus! (Rev. 4:10)
1.  The Incorruptible Crown     1 Corinthians 9:25  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.  Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

This crown is given to those who are temperate in all things and who are not indulging the appetites of the body, in order that they may faithfully preach the gospel to all men, whether Jew or Gentile, whereby at least some shall be saved (see the full text: 1 Corinthians 9:16-27). Paul closes this ninth chapter of 1 Corinthians with this verse: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway (rejected). 

Consider this my dear friend: if you are bound by life-controlling habits or addictions, are undisciplined, only do what you want to do rather than what you should do or need to do, then the Master will not be able to use you to advance His kingdom. He will have to find someone else. Get used to doing what’s right, all the time, regardless of who is or isn’t looking. Bring your own body under subjection and don’t feed its base appetites. Rather, grow in grace as one with life, attached to the true Vine, and see what God will do with you in this life, and you will receive the Incorruptible Crown, that you may present it to your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on that day. 

2.  The Crown of Rejoicing     I Thessalonians 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
This crown is given to those who win souls for Christ, whether by personal work, by preaching the gospel, or by distributing the gospel in print.  Solomon declared, He that winneth souls is wise. (Proverbs 11:30), and Daniel said that they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever (Daniel 12:3).  Every soul saved through the prayers and efforts of the servant of Christ will be a part of his Crown of Rejoicing when he stands before the Judgment Seat of Christ and is rewarded according to his labors. 

I’ve read in more than one source that 95% of Christians have never led another to Christ. Yet there is a reward, even a Crown, for leading someone to the Master. And what a happy life they will now have! To know Christ is to know peace, hope, love – to never be alone, to always have a Comforter. When you know Christ you now experience the abundant life Jesus speaks of. Your behavior is changed, your attitude is changed, your understanding is changed. This is a great joy to the new Christian, and if you take part in their coming to the knowledge of the Savior, then there is a reward! Pursue the Crown of Rejoicing!
3.  The Crown of Glory     1 Peter 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Pastors are referred to as Shepherds. This is the crown which is given to faithful pastors who have willingly cared for the flock of God as overseers--not as lords and not for the sake of financial gain, but as a shepherd who cares for his sheep.  Such pastors practice what they preach and are examples to others.  They feed the flock with the Word of God--"rightly dividing the word of truth," so that they will grow in grace and become fruitful in their lives and labors.  They warn the flock against false teachers and the prevalent errors of the day, encouraging them to contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 3, 4).  All such pastors and teachers will receive a Crown of Glory.
What about if you’re not a pastor? Does this crown apply to you? You may lead a Bible Study, you may have a regular ministry to nursing homes, hospitals, prisons. Does that count as being a Shepherd? Does this apply to all pastors, or just the Senior Pastor? What about the music pastor? The point is this: when you have responsibility to teach, preach, lead, guide others in the faith, you want to do the very, very best you can, and study hard, apply yourself, sacrifice to get the job done, and deliver the goods, because that’s what Jesus did and that’s what God expects. At the very least, if you are not a pastor, but are faithful to your pastor, your church, and the congregation, then you can assist your own pastor in receiving his Crown of Glory. And this is a good motivator in its own right, because we’re all going to cast our Crowns at the Masters feet one day, and every Crown counts!

4.  The Crown of Righteousness     II Timothy 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

This crown is given to all those who love the appearing of Christ.  They not only are trusting Christ for salvation and loving Him because He loved them, but they are also looking forward to the personal coming of Christ in glory and power, when they will be caught up with other Christians in the clouds to meet Him in the air (I Thessalonians 4:14-17).  Because of this blessed hope, they endure afflictions, fight the good fight of faith, and speak the truth in love.  They are loyal and faithful to Christ at all times, for they know not when He may appear.
If you claim to be a Christian, but have no interest in church, no interest in the Bible, no interest in the spiritual disciplines (prayer, fasting, tithing, witnessing, etc.), and no desire to fellowship with the other Christians to sing, study, and encourage one another, then you are not a Christian. Your life doesn’t back up what you say. Do you love the appearance of Christ? The Scriptures state flatly that He’s coming back again. We call this the Second Coming. Are you doing the right things, and living right, and looking forward to his appearing? If you are, then the Crown of Righteousness awaits you. Examine your life, and correct whatever needs correcting. 
5.  The Crown of Life     James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall  receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
This crown is given to all who endure trials and temptations even unto death for Jesus' sake.  They loved not their lives unto the death. (Rev. 12:11).  Biblical persons who won this crown include Stephen, James, John, Peter and Paul. Historical saints who have won this crown include Huss, Tyndale, Latimer, and Cranmer.  Just 50 years ago five missionary men, led by Jim Eliott, all lost their lives to the Auca Indians in Ecuador. All of these accomplished much for the kingdom of God, and their testimony goes before them. (see Foxe's Book of Martyrs) 

Is it not interesting that to win the Crown of Life you have to be faithful unto death? The rubber really hits the road when you put your own life on the line. It’s one thing to live for Christ, but how about dying for Christ? Jesus said, Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. (John 15:13) This is a mindset, and is developed over a protracted period of time; it’s an attitude of one who understands what God has done for him, who has their sights set on things above, who daily lives for Christ. 
Beloved, Jesus was our example. Purpose to live for him, to love him, to love his appearance, to love his people, to make it all the way home, and not be a castaway, to love the lost and purpose to share the gospel, to love the poor, to be busy about the work of the kingdom, and you too will receive Crowns. And what do we do with these crowns when we receive them? Here’s what some elders did with theirs (and I believe we can do the same thing…recalling the words of that great Christian Hymn: Crown Him With Many Crowns):
Revelation 4:10-11 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
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