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When an actor forgets a line is it a life or death mistake? Hardly. When a baseball player makes an error is it a life or death matter? No. When a machinist scraps out a production part is this the end of the world? Of course not. Whenever we stretch ourselves or participate in life sooner or later, due to inexperience, unpreparedness, honest accident, or maybe just due to the way the ball bounces we’re going to end up on the short end of something, much to our embarrassment, disappointment, and possibly our economic expense. Making a critical mistake in our daily interactions can be devastating to us, even costing our physical life or our eternal life, and perhaps having a lasting impact on those around us. Let’s look at some critical mistakes in the Bible and see what we can learn.

Ahithophel – Revenge – Pride
2 Samuel 17:1-23 Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now choose out twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue after David this night: 2 And I will come upon him while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him afraid: and all the people that are with him shall flee; and I will smite the king only…4 And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders of Israel. 5 Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear likewise what he saith…7 And Hushai said unto Absalom, The counsel that Ahithophel hath given is not good at this time. 8 For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy father and his men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: and thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with the people… 14 And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel. For the LORD had appointed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might bring evil upon Absalom…23 And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his mount, and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died. 


Ahithophel was a counselor to King David and was widely know for his judgement, wisdom, and consistently strong and good advice. He had a sharp mind and could discern matters. He was mature, experienced, and had a record of success. King David made a critical error by taking the wife of Uriah for his own. His new wife, Bathsheba, was a relative of Ahithophel, and Ahithophel would later participate in the rebellion against King David. He was such a wise counselor that when David learned Ahithophel was participating in the rebellion he asked God to confound the counsel of Ahithophel for he feared the consequence of it. Ahithophel himself, in the midst of the rebellion and seeking revenge, lost his God-given wisdom. This took place over an extended period of time. This critical mistake which led to his own suicide had it’s roots in revenge. If you want to drive down a road of ruin, simply harbor revenge against someone else. No wonder God says in Romans 12:9 …vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. If you make it yours, your judgement will be clouded, you will be removed from any blessing, and your end will be ruin.
Nabal – Ungreatful – Stingy – Drunkeness
1 Samuel 25:2-38 And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. 4 And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. 5 And David sent out ten young men, and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: 6 And thus shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 7 And now I have heard that thou hast shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, neither was there ought missing unto them, all the while they were in Carmel. 8 Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes: for we come in a good day: give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son David…10 And Nabal answered David's servants, and said, Who is David? …11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men, whom I know not whence they be?... 13And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword: and there went up after David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the stuff…18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses…23 And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground…32 And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me…35 So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person. 36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a king; and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the morning light. 37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. 38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died. 


The very name of Nabal means “fool” and he lived up to it. If you want to make a critical mistake, you can make it by gathering riches and then ignoring less influential people. You can use your wealth and the power it provides to walk over others. And guess what? Though for a season you may look good, smell good, and sound good, in the end it will lead to ruin. There is even a story in the New Testament of a rich man who tears down his barns to make bigger barns, all the while ignoring God, and one night his soul is required of him and he’s standing before God. In another account Jesus speaks of the rich man who goes to hell after disdaining the poor and broken in his midst. God does not look favorably at all on this type of behavior, not at all. Here Nabal had a legitimate obligation to provide for David and his men according to the cultural custom but blew it off and told them to get lost. David in his hot youth was going to make it right the hard way, only to have Nabal’s wife head him off at the pass. David’s attutide changed (no wonder he was a man after God’s own heart) and let the matter go. But when the habitually drunk and arrogant (behind his wealth) Nabal heard of what happened, suddenly his wealth didn’t mean much in the face of God’s justice, and Nabal froze up, locked up, as a result of panic, and died in his sins. A little kindness here would have been very productive for this wealthy merchant; but a life of selfishness, unfairness, bullying, and drunkenss caught up with him and the critical mistakes played out to their logical end.
Solomon – Association – Immorality – Rebellion
1 Kings 11:1-11 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 2 Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father… 6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as did David his father. 7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. 8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods. 9 And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD commanded. 11 Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee… 


Solomon, the man of peace, the wisest man who ever lived, the one favored by God Almighty, the one chosen to build the temple, succumbed to strange (foreign) women and allowed the baser instincts of man to rule him, to the ruination of his nation. Just how do things like this happen? How can a gifted and smart man, a man with innate leadership skills, and a man who knew how to handle situations more wisely than anyone else get to this point in his life? How in the world do you go from having every good thing from the hand of God to having your very kingdom torn from you? How do you go from the pinnacle of glory and blessing to doing evil in the sight of the LORD?  Well, a big part of it was poor association. Solomon must have read too many of his own press clippings and figured he was invincible, that he was above the law, that natural order didn’t apply to him. He began associating with persons not inclined toward God, figuring it woudn’t affect him. He associated with those who would turn his heart from God because their heart wasn’t inclined toward God. Solomon had incredible privilege (e.g. great wealth and prestige, King of Israel, chosen of God to build the Temple. But with his priveledge he stooped to acquiring women with lose morals. If you want to hang around those who aren’t interested in turning your heart toward God, then prepare to have your heart turned away from God. This is a critical mistake. It leads to immorality, a grievous sin against your own body. The end is heartbreak, loss, disappointment. Solomon was warned, he knew better, but he started down the road anyway. If you want to give in to your baser instincts, you too can lose everything and, like Solomon, have your heart turned from God. 
Belshazzar – Mocking God – Debauchery – Astrology – Arrogance
Daniel 5:1-30 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein…5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6 Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another…9 Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonished…13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? 14 I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 15 And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing…17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king… I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation…22 And thou…Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart…23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified…26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians… 30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 


Belshazzar was in a leadership position, and to whom much is given much is required. God raises up rulers and he brings down rulers. Belshazzar was another in a long line (which extends to this day) of the mockers of God and the House of God; those who despise the church and want to bring it down, discredit it, marginalize it, tax it, abuse it, and weaken it. Belshazzar in his wealth, pomp, and arrogance decided to throw yet another orgy, complete with all the booze anyone could drink. And why not? He taxed the people to fund his lifestyle, being the king, and no one was going to tell him what to do. He had surrounded himself with other like-minded, irresponsible leaders who enjoyed the bash as much as Belshazzar did (why not, it didn’t cost them anything – at least for the moment). So Belshazzar, in a blatant and premeditated action, called for the vessels of the conquered Jerusalemites so that he could use them as common decanters to drink from. He knew it would provoke the Jews. What he didn’t count on was that it would provoke God Almighty. You read the story, God pronounced judgement on him that night, that very night. A critical mistake brought on by a life of thumbing his nose at God and trusting in his riches. So much for power, sovereignty, self-determination, the strength of man, and so much for the ignorant Astrologers.
Judas – Greed – Stealing – Hardhearted – Love of Money
Matthew 26:23-25 And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born. 25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said. Matthew 27:1-5 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: 2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 


Jesus said of Judas “it would have been better if he had never been born.” A disciple of Jesus, hand-picked, who witnessed the dozens and dozens of miracles, who heard the teachings of Christ, who had it all in front of him, chose to betray his best friend for thirty pieces of silver. Surely Judas had every opportunity to get his act together. How about us in the church? God instructs us through the preaching from the pulpit, through the scriptures, through our brethren; we see his provision in our lives, we’ve experienced his presence, we’ve been calm before him and he’s spoken to us in his “still small voice” yet when crunch time comes we fold up like a tent. Judas made a habit of not living by faith, rather, he regularly stole from the treasury. He was the treasurer of the group, and doubtless found some way to justify his actions. Perhaps he rationalized it was owed to him. He hardened his heart toward his friend and lifted up his heel against him. All for money. Know anyone in the church world who is stingy toward God? Know anyone who justifies robbing God of tithes and offerings? I’ve met many; all have made a serious mistake and for some it progressed to being a critical mistake. It’s a habit pattern that needs to be repented of and made right. Go ahead, love money and watch how things go for you.
____________________________

The above mistakes didn’t occur all at one time, but happened over a protracted period of time. Ahithophel seethed for months before his suicide. Solomon married 700 wives – if he married one per day that’s two years of nothing but walking the aisle! Clearly, through his poor association the wisest man who ever lived ended up a wreck. Nabal the drunkard, enjoyed the party time, yet ended up afraid for his own life – a coward. Good-time Belshazzar, the mocker of God, fell into a pile when judgement was prounced and was slain that same night. So much for the mocker of God. Judas betrayed his best friend. He may have thought Jesus would slip through the crowd as usual and he, Judas, would pocket the silver and be on his way – no harm, no consequences. But it didn’t end up that way. This thief who had been stealing money from the treasury for a long time finally had it catch up with him.  There are others in the Good Book who made critical mistakes. The prophet-preacher Jonah decided he’d do his own thing. So much for defying God when you are a preacher of the gospel. Demas ministered with Paul and saw miracles just like Judas did. Demas also saw the fine chariots (cars) and houses and he saw prosperous people and decided riches would be a better deal than being one of the founders of the church. Today’s health and wealth proponents can wind up like Demas if they aren’t careful. King Agrippa almost became a Christian (Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.). Almost. Paul preached, the Holy Spirit moved, the King’s heart was touched, and the King shook it off. Another critical mistake. Seems Kings Agrippa, Solomon, and Belshazzar wanted it their own way. Mistake.

Here’s one who made a critical mistake, from a certain point of view: The Devil himself. 1 Corinthians 2:6-8  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. The loser of the ages is the devil himself. Consider Isaiah 14:12-15 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. This created being, created in holiness and glory, led a rebellion in heaven and was cast out of heaven – his first critical mistake. When Christ came to redeem mankind the devil moved on Judas to betray the Son of God into the hands of sinners. Those sinners crucified and killed Jesus the Christ. But Jesus rose again, like he said he would, and ascended on high, being our perfect sacrifice and high priest. The devil and the demon host did not know this would be the outcome, or else they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. What they thought was their greatest triumph became in reality their ultimate critical mistake. But the all-wise God had this plan before the foundation of the world. Whose side will you be on?

The next critical mistake could be your own. You could succumb to character flaws just like anyone in the examples above. In addition, there are numerous examples in the scriptures of people, just like in our world today, who made mistakes, but not critical mistakes. As we look around we see political, business, and religious leaders making mistakes, some minor (offending others or exercising poor judgement), some serious (leading to removal from office or position and even going to prison), and others critical (leading to loss of their life, the lives of others, or the shattering of their life or the lives of othes). Will you make a mistake, yes? Will it be serious? Maybe. Will it be critical? Yes, if you persisit in ungodly behaviour, over a protracted period of time, and are unrepentant. Consider what the scriptures say in James 1:14-16 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren. This wasn’t written to the reprobate – it was written to the Christian! If you choose to be drawn away of your own lust, then you are in position to make a critical mistake. And beyond critical is where you not only lose your life, but also your own soul. This is a tragedy, because it never had to happen. Receiving Christ as Savior and Lord is the beginning, and then through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit of God you can do right and have the power in your life to do right and to make it through your entire life victoriously, blessed, and at peace. 
John 10:10 The thief [the devil] cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:
I [Jesus] am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
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