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In the following passage, Jesus spells out the terms of discipleship (being a committed follower of Jesus Christ).  In Jesus' time, as is the case today, many people start off serving God, only to give up and go back to their former lifestyles.  This happens because they have not first counted the cost of discipleship.  Let us consider the teaching of Jesus, and learn of five areas where we need to count the costs.

Luke 14:25‑35   And there went great multitudes with him (Jesus): and He turned, and said unto them,  26  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  27  And whosoever does not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  28  For which of you, intending to build a tower, sits not down first, and COUNTS THE COSTS, whether he has sufficient (money) to finish it?  29  Lest haply, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock (ridicule) him,  30  Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.  31  Or what king, going to make war against another king, sits not down first, and considers whether he be able with ten thousand (men in his army) to meet him that comes against him with twenty thousand?  32  Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends an ambassage (delegation), and desires conditions of peace.  33  So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsakes not all that he has, he cannot be my disciple.  34  Salt is good: but if the salt has lost its savor (taste), wherewith shall it be seasoned (what good is it)?  35  It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that has ears to hear, let him hear.

1. COUNT THE COST OF RELATIONSHIPS

How could Jesus say in verse 26, "you have to hate your mother to be my disciple"?  Isn't this a contradiction?  Doesn't the Bible say to honor your mother and father (Exodus 20:12)?  Aren't Christians supposed to love people, and not hate them (1 John 4:7)?


What Jesus is saying is that a Christian must place love of God and service to Christ ABOVE love and service to anyone else.  Our devotion and loyalty to God and the things of God must, in respect to devotion and loyalty to anyone else, be SO GREAT that in COMPARISON it appears that we hate anyone else-- even our own mom or dad!


If our parents threaten to disown us if we become a Christian, then we have to count that cost, and, remembering what Christ did for us, and the eternal life (and present life of blessing) he offers, choose rather to serve Christ.  If our own brother chooses to avoid us because we are a disciple of Christ, then that is his choice.  We should make our choice to serve God.  We must consider the cost that our families may not initially (or ever) understand and agree with our decision to serve God.  If so, we still love and honor them, but we don't let them stand between us and serving God.

2. COUNT THE COST OF SELF‑SACRIFICE

In verse 27, Jesus says that WE have to carry a cross.  Didn't Jesus do that?  Didn't Jesus finish the work on Calvary (John 19:30)?  The Bible doesn't teach that we work for our salvation, rather, it is a gift (Ephesians 2:8,9).


Jesus is teaching that there is more to being a Christian than serving God when it is convenient, or when we don't have anything else to do.  Both Old and New Testament alike teach the importance of God's people extending the kingdom of God, of ministering to the poor, of working together to accomplish tasks, of doing the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:11, 12).


Sometimes God will call us to things that involve suffering. Paul knew about suffering and hardship (see 2 Corinthians 11:24‑27).  But Paul also knew that suffering was only temporary compared with eternity (Romans 8:18).  Count the cost of your personal comfort and wants versus what God may require of you as a disciple.

3. COUNT THE COST OF YOUR REPUTATION

Consider verses 28‑30.  Jesus uses an example of a man building a tower.  This is an interesting topic to choose!  A tower cannot easily be hidden.  If a builder rushes in to build a tower, and he starts off with a poor foundation, the tower will collapse, AND EVERYONE WILL KNOW IT.  Or even if he starts out with a good foundation, and completes 90% of the job, but runs out of money and has to quit, then his unfinished tower is out in the open for all to see and laugh at.


We live in an unchristian world, even an unchristian nation. The world is not going to pat you on the back and congratulate you if you announce that you are now a Christian, rather, they will view you with scorn.  But if, down the road, you turn your back on God, and quit, then the silent scorners will openly ridicule you.  Your reputation will be one of a wishy‑washy person, who changes his mind all the time.  Count the costs.   Jesus said in Revelation 3:15‑16, I know your works, that you are neither cold or hot: I would that you were one or the other, so then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold or hot, I will vomit you out of my mouth.  Halfway (lukewarm) Christians aren't useful to God. He wants red‑hot Christians.  Count the cost.

4. COUNT THE COST OF THE DIFFICULTIES

The second example Jesus gives in this teaching is of a king preparing to go to war (verses 31‑32).  The king sits down and determines if he, with 10,000 men, can win against another king who has an army of 20,000 men.  If the king cannot do it in the planning stages, he will not be able to do it on the battlefield. And consequently the king wants peace.


Christians are involved in warfare also. Count the costs.  The devil plays for keeps.  We know from 2 Corinthians 10:3‑5 that there is a spiritual battle going on.  We also know from the book of Revelation that the devil will be cast into the lake of fire.  But in the meantime there are battles.  Sometimes we may loose individual battles, and we better count that cost before we do battle.  But we know from the scriptures that we will win the war.  Difficulties will come, let us count the cost beforehand.

5. COUNT THE COST OF POSSESSIONS

Why does Jesus teach in verse 33 that we have to forsake everything?  Should we give away everything that we have worked for?  Paul said that if we don't work, we shouldn't eat (2 Thessalonians 3:10).  But if we forsake our jobs, doesn't this contradict the Bible?


Simply put, Jesus is saying that any of your possessions that are between you and God need to be cast off if you are to be a disciple of Christ.  What possessions?  How about your car, your money, your home, your job.  It has been said that it is OK to have things, just do not let things have you.  Clearly we need to work for a living, we need transportation, we need clothes and a roof over our head.  But these things need to be kept in proper perspective.  Christians are stewards of what they possess, not really owners.  For the Christian, all his possessions are God's, and if God is pleased to have us pass that which we have on to someone else, then we better be prepared to do it.  Count that cost, too.
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