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The world defines “being connected” as knowing and having access to powerful people – politicians, business leaders, gang bosses, etc.  What I’m referring to is better – being connected to our living God.  Can you think of any advantages in life this might give you? 

1) Hearing God’s voice 

2) Spiritual protection

3) Spiritual growth

4) Deliverance and Anointing

Jesus wants us to be connected to Him.

Matthew 11:29-30 “Take my yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden light.”

The definition of a Christian is a follower of Christ.  We trust the leading of our Lord Jesus even when He leads us into areas beyond our comfort zone.  We grow in this way if we are connected, however, no spiritual growth occurs apart from Him.  In His own words, Jesus tells us:

John 15:4  “Abide in Me and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”
Our Lord frequently used agricultural references in His teachings because the society at the time was primarily agrarian.  As a grower of fruit myself, I have grafted hundreds of trees.  This is done by attaching the branch of a variety desired to a rootstock which determines the size of the tree.  Not all of the grafted trees survive, while some do survive but do not thrive.   The rest become productive trees. The difference is how well the branch connects to the root or “vine” and the two grow as one.  The branch needs to be connected to the root to produce good fruit.  

John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without me you can do nothing.”
The Son of God, second person of the Holy Trinity, tells us that if we abide in Him we bear much fruit but if we don’t abide in Him – we can do nothing!  Not less, not just a little bit, but absolutely nothing!

An ancient Greek philosopher, Aristotle, defined “nothing” as “what rocks think about all day long.”

How many of us want to do nothing for our Lord?

So how do we abide in Jesus?   We do so when we walk in the Spirit.  The Apostle Paul tells us:

Galatians 5:16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

God created you with 3 parts – spirit, soul, and body.

1Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You can see your body.  Inside of your body is your soul: made up of your mind or thoughts; your emotions or feelings; and your will or decision making.  Inside of you is also your spirit.

When you accept Jesus as Lord, your spirit is saved and your name is written in the book of life, but you still need work in your soul and body to make them a holy temple for the Holy Spirit.

Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Unfortunately most people, including many Christians, do not walk in the Spirit.  The Apostle Paul called these carnal or baby Christians.

1Corinthians 3:1 and I brethren, could not speak to you as spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.

Carnal Christians are dominated by their thoughts and emotions that are not in alignment with God.

You cannot grow or abide in Christ as a carnal Christian.  You must walk in the Spirit!

A spiritual man is not a man born again but a man born again and walking in alignment – Watchman Nee

It is a choice my brothers, one that we each need to make constantly.  Our enemy doesn’t want us to live in the spirit and will try hard to keep us in the flesh.  

Romans 8:5-6  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

The “alignment prayer” helps me to stay in the Spirit, it can help you also:

Body submit to my soul, soul submit to my spirit, spirit submit to the Holy Spirit of the living God and no other. I choose to be a person who walks in the Spirit and be covered by the blood of Jesus Christ.  Amen

You know you are walking in alignment with God when you exhibit the fruit of the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 

I pray that you will continue to walk in the Spirit and advance in your quest for Christian maturity.  Amen
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