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Confidence can be defined as belief in one's own abilities.  For the Christian his confidence is in God, and in the promises of God's Word, the Bible.  But talk is cheap.  We can say we trust God, and have confidence in his promises, but do we really?  When God promises something, we can have confidence that that which is promised is ours.  But sometimes we have to endure trials to realize those promises.  But to not endure the trials is to give away something that is rightfully ours.  Do you want the devil taking that which belongs to you?  Can your confidence (or lack of confidence) rub off on others?  Let's see how some people in the Old Testament considered the promises of God. 

Numbers 13:1 - 14:1      And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  2  Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.  3  So Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel..... 17  Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, Go up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains,  18  and see what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many;  19  whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or strongholds;  20  whether the land is rich or poor; and whether there are forests there or not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.  21  So they went up and spied out the land from the Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob, near the entrance of Hamath.  22  And they went up through the South and came to Hebron; Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)  23  Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it between two of them on a pole. They also brought some of the pomegranates and figs.  24  The place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there.  25  And they returned from spying out the land after forty days.  26  Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land.  27  Then they told him, and said: We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.  28  Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.  29  The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.  30  Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.  31  But the men who had gone up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.  32  And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.  33  There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.  (Numbers 14:1)  So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.
The leaders of the tribes of Israel, except for two men, came back from spying out the land with a bad report.  They looked at the inhabitants of the land and their spirits went faint.  They said, "These guys are giants, and they're going to squash us like bugs!"  But is this right?  True, there were giants in the land, but the land had been promised to Israel by God Almighty!  God declared that the land was theirs, but they didn't believe it.  They had no confidence!  Let's look at this chapter and glean some truths that we can apply to our own situations today.

GOD ALWAYS HAS OUR BEST IN MIND, WE MUST BE CONFIDENT OF THAT
Numbers 13:1-2,  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel...  God was giving Israel the land, and the spies said that it was a land flowing with milk and honey, and the fruit was colossal!  God is a giver of ONLY good gifts.  Only Joshua and Caleb believed that, all the rest of the people thought God was playing with them, toying with them, and leading them to destruction.  Not so!  Who could have confidence in a God like that?

EVEN WHEN YOU'RE STANDING ALONE, YOU CAN HAVE CONFIDENCE IN GOD
Numbers 13:30,  Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.   Caleb believed God.  Faith pleases God.  Faith moves God.  When you know what God's promises are (because you have read them for yourselves) and you know that God wants to bless you, then you can have confidence in the midst of a lot of unconfident people.  Caleb and Joshua his confidence in God, and only Joshua and Caleb say the promised land from that generation (see Numbers 14:20-24; Joshua 1; Hebrews 3:7-11, 16-19).

OPPOSITION IS NOT NECESSARILY AN INDICATOR OF GOD'S WILL

Numbers 13:32-33,  The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants ... and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight.   So because there was opposition to laying hold of the promises of God, the people were going to give up.  Just because something is not going well, if you know what God's promises are in the Bible then you can stand on them regardless of what hell and the devil does.  God has promised you a blessing, and that blessing is through Jesus Christ.  Don't lose confidence in God when things look bleak.  God is bigger than giants.

WHEN A CHRISTIAN RUNS OUT OF HOPE, IT IS THE LOWEST LEVEL OF DESPAIR
Numbers 14:1,  So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.  Non-Christians cannot reach the depth of despair that a Christian can.  Sound amazing!  Let me explain:  For the non-Christian, there is always hope in something good happening out of the blue.  They call it luck.  But when a Christian is persuaded that God has abandoned him, and that God's promises do not apply to him, and that God cares little for him, then what is left to have hope in?  If God won't help, who else will?  If you want to have a miserable life, be a Christian who has no confidence in God.  The people of Israel "...lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night."  They wept as those without hope, without a chance, without a prayer.  What a drag.

TO HELP YOUR CONFIDENCE, REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING WHEN OPPOSITION COMES

1.)  God Loves You (Romans 5:8, But God demonstrated his great love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son (Jesus), that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.)

2.)  God Wants To Bless You (John 10:10,  The thief (devil) comes not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy, I (Jesus) am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.)

3.)  God Gives Good Gifts, All His Promises Are True  (Luke 11:13, If you them, being evil, know how to give Good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.)

4.)
God Works Things To Our Good (Romans 8:28, ...all things work together for good to them that love God....)
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