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There is so very much to gain from being a part of the family of God. It is marvelous that the great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, has made a way for all who call upon his name to inherit eternal life. Heaven is a blessed hope and the home of all those saved by the blood of the Lamb. Yet there is this life, a life that may well stretch 70 years or more. What if we have botched things, even early out. Is there any hope of recovery? Do we as Christians, by our own wits, have to sort out and figure out a way to salvage that which we have had a hand in destroying? Is God big enough to take our broken lives, ruined dreams, horrible decisions, bad attitudes, years of baggage and abuse of all kinds, and make something beautiful out of them? For some of us we’ve dug a deep hole, and we are far in back of the pack. The Good News is that God is big in this lifetime as well as in the hereafter. Let’s look at what the Scriptures have to say about the subject of Coming From Behind and then consider the life of Joseph from Genesis.
Joel 2:25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten…  Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  Matthew 20:16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.
______________________________________________________
Genesis 50:15-23 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. 22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. 23 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees. 

Much is said today about being raised in a dysfunctional family and that’s used as a reason for rebellious, deviant, and abusive behavior by children from these families. There is an abundance of evidence to support that conclusion. Yet if that’s your lot, are you destined to lead a sub-par life? Are you bound for the rest of your days by your upbringing? What if you were brought up well, but still made shipwreck of your life? Is there any recovery? And what if we just squandered opportunities, are we destined to be perpetual victims of previous poor choices? Let us reflect on some of Joseph’s background and see what he had going against him, and what ingredients went into Joseph Coming From Behind.
Read for yourself all of Genesis chapters 37 to 50. Read them again, then read them again. Observe how things went wrong for Joseph, yet, as we read in the scriptures cited above (Joel, Romans, Matthew), God would restore the years that the locust had eaten, that God would work all things to good, and that the last would become first. That’s good news for anyone needing to Come From Behind. Read and study these chapters, looking for the applications to your life, and also beholding the hand of God through it all in Joseph’s life and believe that God will do a work in your life too. Let us review the story of Joseph… 

· Joseph – the next to the youngest child (younger children have some advantages, but also some disadvantages)
· Father had four wives (the preferred method is to be raised in a home with one mother and one father, Joseph was raised in a “blended” family with internal stress commonplace)
· Father wrestled with God and walked with a limp – handicapped (Joseph’s father Jacob was a bit of deceiver in his own right, and one of the results was he was crippled – so much for dad playing ball with junior – read of this earlier in Genesis)
· Brothers very jealous of him (Joseph didn’t have a lot of wisdom early out, when he had a dream he blabbed it – even after his father told him to tone it down – which greatly annoyed his brothers)
· Sister was violated by wicked men (Joseph had one sister, who was raped by those that eventually lost their lives by the revenge of her and Joseph’s brothers – so Joseph sits at the dinner table with a deceitful father and brothers who are murderers)
· Brothers wanted to kill him, instead tossed him in a pit and he was sold into slavery (Joseph’s brothers were used to killing, and wanted to kill again – but in the end roughed him up and sold him into slavery to a traveling caravan that was passing by)
· Taken by strangers to a foreign land. (At age 17 Joseph was separated from his family, never getting a letter or anything, for they knew not he was even alive)
· Became a house servant (Joseph was forced into menial labor – “so much for God’s dream” he could have said… but didn’t)
· Falsely accused by the wife of the home – tossed into prison (while minding his own business the wife of his master enticed him, and when he fled she accused him of the very act she wanted him for, and he was tossed into prison)
· In prison for a long time (he was in prison for years, and even when it looked like another dream would be the key to the door, still he sat in prison, forgotten by family and friends)
Joseph comes from a dysfunctional family. Dad is a deceiver. Brothers are murderers. Sister has been raped. Sold into slavery. Taken to a foreign land. Falsely accused. Went to prison. Does Joseph have all of the ingredients of a future felon? Drug and alcohol abuser? Does he have the material to be bitter, spiteful, negative, and a drop-out from society? Will he have multiple failed marriages? Even if he wanted to do the right thing, have things over the years beat him down to where he says “what’s the use?” Given the above profile, any clinical psychiatrist would likely recommend medication and years of counseling to try to recover something of this man’s life. But Joseph Came From Behind and succeeded and was used of God to save many lives, even the new Hebrew nation. Let us look at what became of Joseph:

· He heard from God and he believed God. When we hear from God we can either look at our circumstances or we can believe God’s promises. Faith pleases God. 
· Became a man of wisdom. Events can build us or break us. At age 17 Joseph was nearly useless as a leader, but through experience, humility, and years of trusting God he became a leader. 
· Acted wisely. Joseph navigated the nation through seven years of famine. He understood stewardship, suffering, pain, and the consequences of actions. He made better choices from being in a position of lack and hurt in his own life’s experiences.
· Saw his brothers again. From the very first time he saw his brothers he had good feelings toward them. He cared for them. Caring for people is a fundamental Christian attribute!
· Did not take vengeance. Over the years Joseph was not being eaten alive with thoughts of revenge.
· Had a soft heart, a heart of compassion. Joseph spoke kindly to his family. The dreams Joseph had came to pass.

· Was restored to his father. Joseph was able to bless his father Jacob and provide for him.

· Had a family of his own. Joseph had a wife, children, and saw his children’s children. 
So what do you do to Come From Behind? Well, first you take Christ a Savior and mean it. You study to learn about the Savior and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you. You recognize proper Christian behavior, such as forgiveness, preferring others above ourselves, giving, compassion, church attendance, etc., and put them into practice. The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 6:22-26) reflects the character of Christ, and you need to develop His character in your life to Come From Behind. You develop your faith in God and in the promises of God. You grow up. You accept that you had a less-than-perfect past but you still move forward, believing God. You work hard – often out-working everyone else because you are Coming From Behind. You seek out mentors. You show humility. You make a plan, with help, and with prayer commit it to God. You rest in Christ, and don’t give yourself to worry. Pray for your daily bread and trust Christ. Do all these things, and no matter what hole you are in, you will indeed Come From Behind, to the glory of God! Remember the words of Jesus in John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. Jesus, the Savior, is the only one who can take your stolen hopes, dreams and relationships and make all things new.
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