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The small but powerful New Testament Book of 1 John provides seven clear descriptions of proper Christian behavior. Like any teaching in any book of the Bible, the entirety of the Bible supports that specific teaching. When a person is transformed out of the kingdom of darkness and into to the kingdom of Heaven an immediate change occurs in the believer. 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Yet this change now requires teaching and training in how to behave in this new kingdom. When our Prisoners For Christ missionaries travel internationally we quite literally are in a new kingdom. Take for instance when we are in the kingdom of Kenya. In that kingdom they drive on the left hand side of the road. The language is different. The currency is different. The customs and norms are different. Our trips are limited to two weeks – then we return to the United States. While in Kenya we are in Kenya, but we are not of Kenya. We are visitors, we are travelers, and we are passing through.  For the Christian, we are likewise living in one kingdom (the world – the world’s system) but we are citizens of another kingdom (God’s kingdom – the kingdom of Heaven). The kingdom of Heaven is hated by the kingdom of darkness. Consider these scriptures from the Gospel of John:
John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

John 8:23-24 And he said unto them [religious leaders who were hypocrites], Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

John 15:18-19 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

John 17:15-16 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

John 18:35-36 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

How then do we know that we really are a part of the kingdom of Heaven? Are there criteria? Is there something I can point to? Can I have assurance of salvation? Honorable people are agreed that hypocrisy is a dead end, a falsity, and no honorable person wants to be labeled as a phony. Yet the scriptures teach that the devil is a liar and a deceiver. Can it be that a person could think they are a Christian but in actuality be a citizen of the kingdom of darkness? (More on that later in this paper.) When in Kenya the American missionaries know that we are not citizens of Kenya. If it wasn’t for our translators and Christian brethren in Kenya we’d be lost as could be, dysfunctional, helpless, confused, and paralyzed. We couldn’t prosper, advance, or succeed in any way – especially on day one. But if we lived there for a long time, had someone to teach us, someone to show us the way, someone to help us, in time we’d be able to make progress. In America we allow foreign-born persons to become citizens as they follow proper immigration procedures, learn the language, establish residency and the ability to sustain themselves, and understand American history and government and laws. 
In many ways the kingdom of God is the same way. Once a person is born again the process of learning and growing, of going from a babe in Christ to maturity, begins. This process includes understanding and embracing and demonstrating Christian Behavior. Let’s look at seven behaviors from 1 John.

Behavior #1 – Walk in the Light

1 John 1:5-7 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

If we say we have fellowship with him… and persist in walking in darkness then we lie and are not living the truth of salvation. If I lived in Kenya but never learned the language, never learned the customs, drove on the right side of the street – then it wouldn’t be long at all before I’d be in crash. Would you get on a jet that I was supposed to fly if I was wearing a nice pilot’s uniform? The uniform doesn’t make the pilot – the years of training and instruction and study and application and practice makes the pilot. Beloved, if any of us calls ourselves Christian but willfully walks in darkness, participates in the things of this world, has no conscience toward sin but enjoys sin – then according to the scriptures you are a liar and are not doing the truth in your actions – even if your name is on the church rolls somewhere. You can walk down the aisle and shake a preachers hand and you won’t be any more saved than if you walked into a barn and shook a donkey’s tail and declared yourself to be a farmer. A clear indicator of a person’s born again experience is that they are walking the in the light of God’s kingdom. Christ is not an “add on” to our lives, Christ becomes the central focus of our lives. That’s one indicator beloved that Christ is indeed Lord and we’re walking in His light.

Behavior #2 Admitting You Are A Sinner
John 1:8-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
If we say we have no sin… The Apostle John is speaking to the Christian community. We have attitudes, behaviors, habits, backgrounds that in many cases are entirely anti-Christian. This comes from being born in sin, that is, with a sin nature. We have a propensity and disposition toward sin. Why not? We’re in the kingdom of darkness and are entirely comfortable wallowing in the mud. When we come to Christ, when our spirit is made alive, when we are born again, we now have a second nature – God’s nature. These two natures are at war one against the other. Our heavenly nature can and should overrule the sin nature. Consider what Paul the Apostle wrote on this in Romans chapter 6: 
Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

 Romans 6:12-16 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

 Romans 6:20-23 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The sin that the Apostle John and the Apostle Paul speak of is the practicing of sin. We live in a fallen world and sin is all around us. Not a day goes by that I don’t hear swear words, that I’m not exposed to pictures of scantily clad women on billboards, or that there aren’t reports of another murder, rape, robbery or drug bust in the news. Negativity can influence anyone and produce an anti-Christian reaction by a Christian. To be sure this damages his testimony and the testimony of Christ – but this is not the sin John or Paul are speaking of. Rather, it’s the persistent and willful practicing of sin. It’s the ongoing behavior of pornography, of gambling, of stealing from an employer, of lying, of cheating, addiction to drugs and alcohol, of gossiping. It’s the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life that the person who continually practices such with no victory and no consciousness toward it’s evil effects is in fact deceived and outside of the truth. The proper behavior is to confess these sins to God and to receive forgiveness and cleansing. To ignore this, to dismiss it as anything other than sin is to deceive ourselves. Deception is not Christian behavior.
Behavior #3 – Obeying God’s Will

1 John 2:3-5 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 

He that saith, I know him… Once again the Apostle John is speaking direct – and he is not “politically correct” when he says to the Christian community that if you declare you’re a Christian but don’t keep his commandments then you are a liar and the truth is not in you. Very strong words! Talk is cheap – let us put shoe leather to our declaration of faith. The commandments boiled down to their essentials are these: Matthew 22:36-40 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
As stated earlier, the Scriptures are consistent; any fundamental teaching should be found throughout the Bible. Jesus said all of the Old Testament centers on these two commandments. This is so fundamental that any Christian’s behavior should demonstrate these Christian attributes. Loving the Lord God with all you have within you, and loving your neighbor as well. Loving both God and others takes time, resources, finances, energy, commitment, purpose, sacrifice, intention – and all else that comes with walking the walk. When you see something in the Bible that you are supposed to be doing and you aren’t doing it, then start doing it! And again, if you see something in the Scriptures that you are not supposed to be doing, and you’re doing it, then stop doing it! If your attitudes and behaviors are not lining up with the Scriptures, then check to see if you really are a part of the household of faith. Concerning God’s commandments, the Bible says in 1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. Beloved, keeping God’s commandments is indeed not grievous, but rather a joy to the Christian. They are a burden, an annoyance, an imposition, and a bother to any non-Christian. This is an indicator of a changed life in Christ – keeping God’s commandments and obeying God and doing His will.

Behavior #4 – Imitating Christ

1 John 2:6-8 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 7 Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 

He that saith he abideth in him… If you indeed are a Christian, you should be maturing in your walk, and walking the life of faith which is pleasing to God. I often marvel at men and women who have been a part of the Christian community for decades yet instruct no one in the Christian faith, lead no one to faith in Christ Jesus, and if a gun was held to their head couldn’t explain even the basics of the Christian faith to a grade-schooler. They may live a moral life, may talk a good talk, but they haven’t stretched, have never exercised faith, never stood in the gap, and never advanced the kingdom of God. They tithe and dress nicely and are religious but they walk as if they are in the dark. So why is that? If you are going to be a part of the Christian community then jump in with both feet! Ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit rather than being conservative and keeping quiet or listening to some backslider tell you the Holy Spirit isn’t for us today. Step out and believe God! Take a risk – get in the saddle! Jesus ministered to others, he worked with others one-on-one. He went to the hard places. He confronted the religious hypocrites. He prayed for the sick. He put his life in the hands of the Father. What about us? Will we do that? Or will we hide out? God was calling the first king of Israel, Saul, who was hiding out! Recall 1 Samuel 10:21-23 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken: and when they sought him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore they enquired of the LORD further, if the man should yet come thither. And the LORD answered, Behold he hath hid himself among the stuff. 23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood among the people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and upward. Are you hiding in the stuff? Are you avoiding your responsibilities? Does God want to do something in you and through you and you’re hiding out? An indicator of being a Christian is being involved, participating, prospering in the ways of the Lord. Let us walk as Jesus walked – holy before the Father, living right, doing good, being led by the Holy Spirit. What an exciting life!

Behavior #5 – Loving Others

1 John 2:9-11 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 

He that saith he is in the light… The light of the gospel reveals to you the heart of God – a heart that says for all men, That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:15). How is it that when the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts that we can hate others, even a brother? Years ago I watched a news clip that showed a Ku Klux Klan meeting, complete with preaching hatred and bigotry, then the camera panned to this 40-pound King James Bible on the podium. What a testimony that was for the world to see! A bunch of knuckle-headed crackpots admiring one another for the color of their skin and disparaging anyone and everyone else and claiming to be in the light. Brother you can have a 400-pound Bible and still be lost as a post and walking in pure darkness. When I watch vitriolic behavior of one so-called believer toward another I have to conclude that the one in bitterness and hatred is outside of the kingdom of Heaven. That’s what the Apostle John said, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. You think about that the next time you want God to “take someone out.” You think of that the next time someone wrongs you and your thoughts turn toward evil. You check your attitude. You leave it with God. You ask God to cleanse your heart and give you the grace to endure. Don’t play the fool and fall for the world’s way of doing things – you live righteously and love the brethren (even if they speak in tongues or don’t speak in tongues!) and pray one for another. Amen beloved, amen.
Behavior #6 – Relationship Toward the World (World’s System)
1 John 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him… Let us be clear on what is meant here by “the world.” It means the world’s system. The most famous scripture in the entire Bible is John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Well, if God loved the world then why are we not supposed to love the world? Because in John 3:16 “the world” means the human beings in the world. In 1 John 2:15-17 “the world” means the world’s system. This system is opposed to the will of God. The world’s system is one dominated by the devil himself. The world’s system says to lie, cheat, steal, gossip, get drunk, get stoned, gratify yourself, look to yourself, lust, pride, murder, immorality, sexual deviancy, disorder, and all manner of evil speaking. Have you seen any of this? This is the world’s system, which is directly opposed to the ways and the will of God. The Apostle Paul spoke of those of us who were not raised in the church but rather came to Christ later in life when he wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. That’s good news beloved! To have been a part of the world’s system and then to be brought into the kingdom of God is wonderful! But once in the kingdom is now time to take on new attributes – we don’t continue in fornication, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, stealing, drunkenness – these are all behaviors opposed to the ways of God and those that persist in them will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Recall our verses above, note again verse 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. Well, is the world going to pass away? The world’s system is going to pass away. Note these verses from the Book of the Revelation, chapter 18, the fall of Babylon the Great, which is Biblical code for the system of the world:  8Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.  9And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,  10Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment… 15The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,  16And saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!  17For in one hour so great riches is come to naught… 19And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. Make no mistake – the world’s system will pass away, and it will take about an hour when the judgment of God hits. If you have your cart hitched up to the world’s system, then prepare to cry, to be tormented, to weep and to wail. But if you don’t love the world’s system, then there is life and peace in Christ Jesus forever and ever. A person who loves the world is not one of Christ’s. But he that doeth the will of God abideth forever!
Behavior #7 – Doing Righteousness
1 John 2:28-29 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.

If ye know that he is righteous… To be conformed into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29) means living righteous, since this is what Christ did. To live righteousness means to do right and to walk in holiness. This is many times easier said than done! When you are surrounded by the world’s system, then it can indeed rub off on any Christian. A lapse for a season is not the same as habitual practicing of sin. Sin can be forgiven, though as many of us know we still suffer the consequences of sin. To be watchful for the appearing of the Lord is a great state to be in. To be backslidden and not wanting Christ’s return to come immediately is not a great state to be in, amen? Let us, as Christians, commit to abiding in Jesus, fellowshipping with him, living right, living holy, out of a heart of love and gratitude unto God who loved us and gave himself for us, whose name is blessed forevermore. What are some commandments specific to behavior? Consider these two verses (note: in the King James Bible the world conversation often is synonymous with behavior): Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your conversation [behavior] be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your conversation [behavior] honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. Living righteously affects you and it affects others and it affects the kingdom of God. It should be obvious to others that your life is changed. This is a Christian attribute.

___________________________________________________

The Apostle John speaks a sharp word to us in the Book of 1 John. Like any evangelist John wants people to know the truth, and if they’re living a lie then it’s true love to tell them about it. That not only takes love but it takes courage. Consider these four categories of persons in regard to assurance of salvation:

1. Persons who are unsaved and know they are unsaved. They savor not the things of God and intentionally reject him. I know people in this category. There are clergymen in this category believe it or not!!
2. Persons who are saved but don’t know they are saved. They require teaching. Their spirit has been made alive but being babes in Christ and perhaps through struggling with sin issues they doubt their salvation experience. Persons in this category often don’t even enjoy being a Christian due to doubts and fears.
3. Persons who are saved and they know they are saved. No doubts. They understand the scriptures, have had good teaching, know how to handle the scriptures, and are busy advancing the kingdom of God. Christ is the center of their life. They are living the abundant life Jesus spoke of and freely gives.
4. Persons who are not saved yet think they are saved. Though I am not the judge, it’s easy in certain cases to see this situation in the lives of some. They fail on all seven of the above behaviors, never darken the door of the church, pray not, give not, yet as a child were baptized or confirmed or served as an altar boy but went on to live like the devil yet believe that those actions as a pup are going to get them into heaven. The Apostle John had a lot to say about that, yes?

Let’s consider some behaviors, contrasting the world’s system with the kingdom of God:
	World’s System
	Behavior – Kingdom of God

	Take revenge
	…avenge not yourselves…Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Rom 12:19

	Do not forgive
	Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. Luke 6:27-28

	Be selfish
	Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another. Romans 12:10

	Hoard your assets
	Give, and it shall be given unto you. Luke 6:38

	Gossip
	...lest there be back-bitings, whisperings… 2 Corinthians 12:20

	Envy
	A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones. Proverbs 13:40

	Covet what belongs to others
	Thou shalt not covet…any thing that is thy neighbor's. Exodus 20:17

	“Swinging”
	Marriage is honorable in all…but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. Hebrews 13:4

	Homosexuality
	Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination. Lev. 18:22

	Drunkenness
	And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit. Eph. 5:18

	Lying
	Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. Exodus 20:16

	Dishonoring Parents
	Honor thy father and thy mother. Exodus 20:12

	Rejection of authority
	Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. Romans 13:1

	Life-controlling addictions
	…all things are not expedient…I will not be brought under the power of any. 1 Corinthians 6:12

	Lust
	…whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. Matthew 5:28

	Stealing
	Let him that stole steal no more. Ephesians 4:28

	Pride/Arrogance
	God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. James 4:6

	Lawlessness
	Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting. Romans 13:13

	World’s System
	Behavior – Kingdom of God

	Adultery
	Thou shalt not commit adultery – Exodus 20:14

	Swearing
	Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain – Exodus 20:7

	Murder
	Thou shalt not kill (murder). Exodus 20:13

	Child Abuse
	It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. Luke 17:2

	“Choice”
	Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee. Jeremiah 1:5

	Laziness
	…if any would not work, neither should he eat. 2 Thessalonians 3:10

	Pursuit of Riches
	For the love of money is the root of all evil. 1 Timothy 6:10

	Hatred
	Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer. 1 John 3:15

	Revealing private matters
	The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. Proverbs 18:8

	Horoscopes; Idolatry
	…sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone. Revelation 21:8

	Sorcery
	…neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times. Leviticus 19:26

	Being stingy
	Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Proverbs 3:27

	Rebellion, Stubbornness
	For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 1 Samuel 15:23

	Getting into debt
	Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8

	Tattoos
	You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I am the LORD. Leviticus 19:28 (NKJV)

	Irresponsibility
	And they all with one consent began to make excuse. Luke 14:18

	Apathy
	And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works. Hebrews 10:24

	Sloppiness
	Let all things be done decently and in order. 1 Corinthians 14:40

	Being negative
	Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Philippians 4:8

	Complaining
	Do all things without murmurings and disputings. Philippians 2:14


Chronologically we may well be an adult and fully grown with life accomplishments but when we come to Christ we all start out as babes – regardless of who we are. In years gone by I’ve observed famous personalities who come to Christ and the next week they’re on this and that talk show with the host wanting their opinion on things that only a mature Christian would be able to answer. Someone may well be capable in the world’s system, but in the kingdom of God the rules are all different, the boundaries are different, and if you don’t know them you won’t be able to succeed in God’s kingdom.

When our missionary team travels to India sometimes we see a game of Cricket being played on TV in a restaurant. Fascinating. The broadcast is in a language I don’t understand, and the rules of the game are unknown to me, so I watch a few seconds and immediately get bored and disinterested because I don’t get it. Well, how many persons come into the Christian community only to attend church or watch Christian TV where the dominant theme is health, wealth, prophecy, using “Christian lingo” for these advanced subjects so the new Christian doesn’t grow. Sure, they attend church, they sing with the rest of them, but when they go home they run up debt on credit cards (“God will give me $1,000 if I give a $100…”), they start disparaging other ministries because their little group is doing such, and they never grow up. Eventually they drop out or get into a false religion because of disenchantment with the Christian faith. But they never knew what the Christian faith was all about in the first place because they were never taught!
Would you want a doctor diagnosing and operating on you if he didn’t know the first thing about medicine, had no education, studied under no experienced surgeon, and didn’t know which end of the scalpel to hold? Would you want to have a plumber come into your home who had no tools, no knowledge, no experience, and a bad attitude? How about your car – would you want it worked on by someone who couldn’t care less, who was more interested in listening to rock and roll music than he was about fixing your brakes? Well, how do think the Lord of glory feels when his own people, those whom he died for, those whom he loved, don’t behave like Christians and, worse yet, behave like the world’s system behaves? Isn’t there something wrong with this? This is why some New Testament text can appear harsh. God’s people have a fervent commitment to the truth and warned others. Check this out:
· Lord Jesus Christ - Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. John 8:44
· Apostle Peter - For if after they [persons in the church] have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 2 Peter 2:20
· Apostle John - If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 2 John 10-11
· Apostle James - From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world [e.g. the world’s system] is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. James 4:1-4
· Apostle Jude - Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. Jude 3-5
· Apostle Paul – I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: 10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. 11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. 12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? 1 Corinthians 5:9-12 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? Galatians 4:16
The Apostles of the Lord Jesus always told the truth – because they love Jesus and they love souls. Let us ask, Can a person change? Can they go from being in the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of Heaven? Well, some things cannot change. Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. We cannot change the color of our skin, the leopard cannot change his spots, and the sinner accustomed to being a sinner cannot change his behavior or the sin nature that dominates him. That is, he can’t on his own. But with the ministry of God in our lives we can change. Let us take Christ as savior, let us then take him as Lord. Let the Holy Spirit have reign in our lives. Let us live and behave like the Christians we profess to be, to the thanks and praise of him who was, and is, and is to come, the author and finisher of our faith, our creator and savior, the Lord Jesus Christ!
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