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Men are looking for greatness today.  Whether in athletics, politics, private business, even in the church of God, men are consumed with greatness in the eyes of other men.  Having an attitude of service to others is God's path for men for greatness.  The world has its definition of greatness (fame, looks, possessions, influence, etc.), but God says that greatness is revealed in serving one another. 

John 13:1-8  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.  2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;  3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; 4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  7  Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  8  Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.  Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.  10  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.  11  For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.  12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?  13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.  17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  18  I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.  19  Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.  20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.
We see Jesus washing the disciples' feet.  It was common in that day for the servant of the house to wash the feet of their masters and their master's guests.  In Israel, the people wore sandals, and the dusty roads would cause people's feet to become dirty; hence the servant washed feet.

But the king of glory Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ, performed the service of washing feet.  Can you picture the president of the United States doing this?  What about the governor of this state?  How about the quarterback of last year's superbowl team?  Can you see any millionaire or billionaire washing someone else's feet?  But we see the creator of all things, and the savior of the world, washing feet-- serving.
Jesus spoke often of his kingdom mission.  Yet the Jews, even his own disciples, still thought Jesus was going to set up an earthly kingdom.  This kingdom, they hoped, would remove the heel of the Roman government's rule over Israel.  But Jesus didn't come to set up an earthly kingdom, and he drove home the point of his purpose by washing the disciples' feet.

Would you be great?  The secret of greatness is service.  This is but one of the reasons why the church throughout the ages has suffered.  It has not served, but rather wanted to be served.  Leaders boast and brag, rather than serve and help.  But a Christian is called to serve.

Are you a Christian?  You cannot be a Christian and not serve others.  When Jesus came to wash Peter's feet, Peter didn't want Him to do it.  Jesus said that if He didn't allow Him to wash his feet, then he had NO PART with Him (John 13:8).

Look at Jesus' attitude as described by Paul:

Philippians 2:4-8  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

One of my friends is a very good racquetball player.  He routinely clobbers me on the court!  He called me one night and told me something, he said:  The kingdom of God is like playing racquetball....you have to serve to win! 

How is your Christian walk?  Are you depressed at your circumstances?  Are you disappointed at how little others seem to be doing for you?  Christians who are actively seeking out how to be of service to others are among the HAPPIEST CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD.

God's way is the best way.  Christians are called to serve.  You don't serve God just by sitting in church.  You don't serve God by just reading your Bible.  You don't serve God by just praying.  Part of the reason we do these things is so we can know WHAT God wants us to do, so that we can then GO AND DO IT.  Many athletes lift weights.  They do it to become stronger so that they can play their sport better (baseball, basketball, etc.).  Christians seek God to both minister to Him, and to know the will of God so that they can GO OUT AND DO THE WILL OF GOD. 

Do you want to have a happy Christian life?  Just get about the business of serving others (which is serving Christ, ultimately) and God will supply that joy and purpose that so many people, even Christians, do not have. 

Christians are called to serve.  Have an attitude of service.

Matthew 25:31-46  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  35  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:  36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  38  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  42  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:  43  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.  44  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?  45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.  46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

As will be found out by many at the end of the ages, if they haven't had the attitude of service, and served others, then, as Jesus said to Peter he will say to them: YOU HAVE NO PART WITH ME.
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