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It should be the desire of every Christian to want to do God’s will. And truly the Christian community has the tools to do such – we have the authority of the Scriptures, we have teachers in the Body of Christ, there are publications, classic, old, and new, that provide understanding regarding the will of God for our lives. Church leadership, parents, mentors, counselors, the “gray heads,” who by their age and experience, coupled with years of walking with Christ the Lord, are again a useful source of knowledge, instruction, and example.

Yet with all of these advantages a great many Christians stumble around, akin to walking in darkness, and do not understand how to find the will of God for their lives. One reason why this takes place is due to the misconception that God will bless anything we do simply because we’re a “King’s Kid” or because we’re the “Anointed of the Lord” and thus God is bound to “do His part” as we “confess prosperity” or “command God what to do.” We then move from faith, which pleases God, to presumption, which brings confusion and disappointment to us and those around us. One way we safeguard against this is by understanding the boundaries detailed within the scriptures. Let us use a well-known example of a time when someone got outside of the boundaries and the results. Let us consider Adam and Eve.

Genesis 2:15-17 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

What are the boundaries here? Well it’s clear – Adam had every tree in the Garden of Eden for his own, and he could eat from all of them except one. Theologians from ages ago have studied this event and much good teaching is available regarding it. But for purposes of this study, let us recognize that God places boundaries on man that he’s to live within. We’ll consider more, but this one happens right out of the gate – in the second chapter of Genesis. The first man, Adam, was given boundaries. He was given boundaries to live within. And all of us know the bitter end of the story, the story of Eve being deceived by the devil, and eating of the forbidden fruit. Adam then, of his own free will, also took the fruit, and he ate. The result: Adam and Eve being banished from the Garden of Eden, Adam having to now work his backside off, Eve having pain in childbirth, and an age of human misery, including disease and death, to follow. Beloved, understand this – there are boundaries to successfully living the Christian life. There are BOUNDARIES. If you don’t understand or respect these boundaries, and you choose to operate outside of them, you will get your clocked cleaned just like Adam and Eve got their clocks cleaned. 

Consider the Ten Commandments. These could also be called the Ten Boundaries. Exodus 20:7-17 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: 10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 12 Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 13 Thou shalt not kill. 14 Thou shalt not commit adultery. 15 Thou shalt not steal. 16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s. The Christian doesn’t need to seek the will of God regarding whether or not he should tell the truth in any given situation. Lying is out of bounds. Sexual immorality is out of bounds. Murder is out of bounds. Lusting after something that belongs to someone else is out of bounds. Stealing is out of bounds – in all forms. Go outside of the boundaries of the Ten Commandments and prepare to get slapped down, by friends, family, employers, the law, or all of the above!
Let me use one more Old Testament passage, taken from Isaiah 1:18-20 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
The Prophet writes that to hear and obey the word of the Lord is the way to forgiveness, blessing, peace, prosperity, satisfaction, purpose, enjoyment, harmony, you name it. The boundaries given were to be willing and obedient to the ways of The Almighty. Of course the choice was theirs then, and it’s ours now. Choose Christ and live, or rebel, and be devoured. When one is outside of the boundaries, they are open to disaster just as someone who it outside of their umbrella on a rainy day is going to get wet. It’s just how the universe works.

How much sympathy does the speeder going 60 miles per hour receive when the speed limit (boundary) is 25 miles per hour? There are parts of the road system where the speed limit is 20 miles per hour, others where it’s 45 miles per hour, and yet others where it’s 70 miles per hour. However when the person driving 60 miles per hour in a 25 mile per hour zone, gets pulled over by the law, and the driver says, “well, I needed to get to the office by 8 o’clock and I had to speed,” he’s out of bounds and the law has the authority and responsibility to administer correction. I was pulled over earlier this year for driving 35 miles per hour in a 25 mile per hour zone. I didn’t even know the speed limit was 25 miles per hour. Ignorance of the law is no defense; I was out of bounds. How much better to know what the boundaries are, then make your decisions and take your actions consistently within those boundaries, and succeed!

Here’s a New Testament discussion on boundaries. Galatians 6:1-6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2 Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  

What boundaries do you see here? The interpretation of this passage relates to children and parents, servants and masters, and personal behavior. The application extends to relationships with friends, employee-employer interactions, and any situation where reasonable authority is in play, and how interactions are intended to be. If you provoke a child, an employee, a government official, a judge – well, you get the picture. This shouldn’t be done. The boundary is that there are authority relationships, but there is responsibility on both sides, that is, there are boundaries and expectations on both sides. The one in authority is not to use their position to provoke, to intimidate, to lord it over others. The one under authority is supposed to behave properly, to do what is asked, and to work hard even when no one is looking. This is indeed the will of God, and should come from the heart!

Let me add some thoughts on actions and consequences. It’s been said that you can choose your actions, or you can chose your consequences. Pick one. The other is automatic. For example, if a wife wants to have a happy home with her husband, then her actions will be to remain faithful, to not be a nag, to keep up her appearance, to mind home responsibilities, to understand the family budget, and on and on. So if she wants those things (the consequences) then her actions need to reflect that. On the other hand, if a woman is a nag, is unkempt, is distant, doesn’t enjoy what her husband enjoys, spends the family into ruin, is unfaithful in thought and deed, then her actions, which she has chosen, are going to have automatic consequences. An unhappy home, an unhappy husband, and a quick trip to the divorce court results, and afterward she lives on less than half of what she had before and now she gets to be miserable too. The Bible has much to say about boundaries – in the home, in the work place, in the church, in ministry, in dealings with others. Step outside of these and prepare to get knocked from pillar to post. This has always happened, and it always will happen. It’s like gravity. Understand it, abide it, and life is good. Ignore, misunderstand or abuse it, and wonder what fell on you.
When seeking God’s will consider the boundaries for living that we are blessed to live within. If you are considering actions outside of known scriptural boundaries, then re-evaluate and come into line with God’s will.
