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God wants to bless you.  God wants the best for you.  Jesus said The thief (devil) comes not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy; I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly (John 10:10).  Yet though the devil is a destroyer, we too can cause damage to our own causes by transgressing God's ways.  The great blessing/cursing chapter in the Bible is found in Deuteronomy 28.  Let us consider this chapter on blessings and cursings. 

Part 1:  THE BLESSINGS
Deuteronomy 28:1-14  "Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth.  2  "And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:  3  "Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.  4  "Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.  5  "Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.  6  "Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.  7  "The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways.  8  "The LORD will command the blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to which you set your hand, and He will bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.  9  "The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways.  10  "Then all peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you.  11  And the LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.  12  "The LORD will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand.  You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.  13  "And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them.  14  "So you shall not turn aside from any of the words which I command you this day, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.
Does this sound like something you'd like to experience?  Can you imagine what it would be like to have blessings overtake you?  Let's look at some of the blessings of this passage:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Blessed shall you be in the city:  Protection within the city.  
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Blessed shall you be in the country:  Whether within the safety of the city boundaries or not, God will cause you to be safe, and blessed.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Blessed shall be the fruit of your body:  Simply put, your children will be blessed, and will be a blessing to you.  This is a tremendous benefit to serving The Almighty.  How many children have broken their parents' hearts throughout the ages.  Yet part of the blessing is that your children will be blessed.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Blessed shall be the produce of your ground, the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks:  God will bless the work of your hand on the job.  God is interested in your work and how you make a living.  He knows how to bless you in this area, and He can bless you with favor with your employer, wisdom to know how to complete a job, and on and on...
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl:  Food on the table.  God can provide for anything; He is without limitations.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out:  Where ever your at or going, be it in business, with your family, on the job, anything, God will cause His blessing to be there, we only need to heed His Word and keep His commandment.  (What's so hard about that?!)
Now for the heartbreaking part:

Part 2:  THE CURSINGS

Deuteronomy 28:15-67  "But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:  16  "Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country.  17  "Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.  18  "Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.  19  "Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.  20  "The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings in which you have forsaken Me.  21  "The LORD will make the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the land which you are going to possess.  22  "The LORD will strike you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching, and with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish.  23  "And your heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron.  24  "The LORD will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.  25  "The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth.....  58  "If you do not carefully observe all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD,  59  "then the LORD will bring upon you and your descendants extraordinary plagues-- great and prolonged plagues-- and serious and prolonged sicknesses.....  66  "Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life.  67  "In the morning you shall say, 'Oh, that it were evening!'  And at evening you shall say, 'Oh, that it were morning!' because of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see.....
It's a sobering passage indeed!  Can this be God?  I thought that God was just in the blessing business, and that all bad things came from the devil.  Well, from the scripture we see that there is an accountability for what we do.  Just like any good father disciplines his children, so too God disciplines His children.  

We know from the scriptures that, concerning the Old Testament, it says in Romans 15:4 For whatsoever thing were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we though patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.  So what can we learn from this passage?  Let us see what Halley's Handbook of the Bible says:

An amazing chapter.  The whole future history of the Hebrew nation is outlined.  The Babylonian captivity and destruction by the Romans, is vividly pictured.  The "eagle" (see verse 49), was the ensign of the Roman army.  In both the Babylonian and Roman sieges of Jerusalem, men and women ate their own children for food (see verses 53-57).  The Jews' dispersion, wanderings, unceasing persecutions, trembling of heart and pining of soul, even unto the present time, are all graphically foretold.  This 28th chapter of Deuteronomy, place alongside the history of the Hebrew nation, constitutes one of the most astounding and indisputable evidences of the Diving inspiration of the Bible.  How else account for it?
God never intended this for the Jews, that is, the curses associated with Deuteronomy 28.  God is a good God.  God wanted to bless them.  They were warned.  God warns us too today.  What will we choose?  Will we let the Good Lord have His way?, or will we insist on doing it our way?  Will God be in our plans or will He only be called upon when we are in a time of trouble (and if we go our own way there will be a time of trouble) or will we serve Him for the rest of our lives?

The invitation is there for us still:  if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments...

Obey God and keep His Word.  Study God's Word and apply it to your life.  Experience His blessings!  Blessings that will overtake you, and overtake your family.
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