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There are numerous Bible versions available for the Christian to study. From time to time I’m asked about the different versions – questions like “which do you like the best,” or, from new Christians, “is there any difference between these versions?” My preference is the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible. This is the one I use the most and what I reference almost exclusively in my sermons and printed messages. Sometimes I use the New King James Version (NKJV). This short message is not intended to bring doubt or discouragement to any Christian and their love of their Bible. The message is in response to not-a-few inquiries I’ve had over the years as to my views on the various Bible versions. 

There are five principle reasons for my preference to the KJV:

1. When I became a Christian and began attending church, this is the version that was used and over time became the version I was most comfortable with. It’s a tool.
2. In my early Christian walk I purposed to memorize over 100 scriptures, and they were in the KJV. This became a big help in sermon preparation.

3. My study helps – commentaries, handbooks, concordances, etc. – were all based on the KJV.

4. In the jails and prisons, especially in the 80s, the chapel Bibles were all KJV, and I had the men read along with me as I taught, so having the same version they had was useful.
5. The treatment of orthodox Christian doctrine is clearer in the KJV.

I’ll start by declaring that I believe the Bible to be the incorruptible Word of God. Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send it. 2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect (complete), thoroughly furnished (completely equipped) unto all good works. Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick (living) and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing (understanding) the word of truth (the Bible).
The position of orthodox Protestant Christianity is that the Holy Bible, and only the Bible, is 100% the Word of God.  It alone is the final authority in determining all doctrinal truths. We hold this position because if Scripture is not inspired of God then it is not infallible and it is not authoritative.  Man would have no dependable standard on which to base his life.  However, since God does not change, His truth is also steadfast, enduring all time. Common study Bibles are the King James, New King James and New International Versions.  Others include the Revised Standard, Amplified, and the New Revised Standard Versions.
Now, if it was simply a matter of using modern English to assist the reader, well, that would be one thing. Yet in my study and research I’ve found that there are more changes than simply making it easier to read. The knock against the King James Version is that is uses Elizabethan English, that is, word endings not in common use today, words like “believeth” and “mightest.” Other words like “thee” and “thou” as well as “betimes” (early) and “eschew” (avoid) are not in modern use. Further, some words have had their meanings change and the KJV is not up to date with these changes, such as James 2:3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing… What “gay” meant in 17th century England is different that what it means in 20th and 21st century America.
Yet for all of these admitted differences between the KJV, which is what I use, and the modern versions, my preference is the KJV not only for the five reasons I gave above including its treatment of orthodox doctrine but also for what it doesn’t leave out. The fact that the modern versions simply omit important verses in the Bible, and change others significantly, is what keeps me faithful to the KJV. There is a fundamentalist branch of orthodox Christianity that will use nothing but the KJV and they are vehement in denouncing any other version. I am not in that camp. I do however understand their thinking. 

A fundamental doctrine of the Christian Church is the deity of Christ, that is, he is Divine, he is God. This doctrine is what separates the orthodox Christian church from all other faith systems that claim to be Christian but are not – including the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormons, Unity, Christian Science, United Pentecostals, and more.  Then there are verses that support the Trinity, Salvation, Forgiveness, Spiritual Warfare, and more, all supported by the KJV and many altered or omitted in modern Bible translations. Consider these verses:

The Deity of Christ Jesus

King James Version for 1 Timothy 3:16 
And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

Modern Versions for 1 Timothy 3:16
This Christian life is a great mystery, far exceeding our understanding, but some things are clear enough: He appeared in a human body, was proved right by the invisible Spirit, was seen by angels. He was proclaimed among all kinds of peoples, believed in all over the world, taken up into heavenly glory. (The Message)

Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory. (New International Version)

Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ was revealed in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit. He was seen by angels and announced to the nations. He was believed in throughout the world and taken to heaven in glory. (New Living Translation)

The KJV uses the term “God was manifest in the flesh.” This leaves zero doubt as to the nature of Christ, that he was in fact God come in human form. But the modern versions in 1 Timothy 3:16 do not support that conclusion. Using “He” is far different than using “God.” Even using the title “Christ” can still be used to deny his Deity in this verse. Those who claim Christ to not be Divine, to be a created being, have a comfort in 1 Timothy 3:16 when using any version other than the KJV or the NKJV.

The Trinity

King James Version for 1 John 5:7
· For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

Modern Versions for 1 John 5:7
· And all the while the Spirit is confirming the truth. (The Message)

· For there are three that testify. (New International Version)
· So we have these three witnesses. (New Living Translation)

The key latter part of the verse is left out of all modern versions. The doctrine of the Trinity is bedrock to the Christian faith. It is a mystery doctrine that is outside of human understanding, but we know that there is only one God, but we see the Deity of the Father, Christ, and the Holy Spirit in scripture. Teachings such as 1 John 5:7 are a part of our understanding – unless it’s left out of your Bible, then you don’t have this verse to assist you in your understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity.

Salvation

King James Version for Acts 8:37
· And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Modern Versions for Acts 8:37
· Omitted (The Message)

· Omitted (New International Version)

· Omitted (New Living Translation)

In the prison ministry we train our team how to do altar calls. The altar call is used to bring a person to a decision and a confession. Philip the Evangelist met a man with whom he shared the scriptures and brought him to a decision. In the three modern versions this entire verse, a verse key to understanding how to receive Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord, and been completely omitted. This is regrettable. 

Spiritual Warfare

King James Version for Matthew 17:21
· Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.

Modern Versions for Matthew 17:21
· Omitted (The Message)

· Omitted (New International Version)

· Omitted (New Living Translation)

When our ministry teams travel overseas we don’t leave the shores of America before having fasted and prayed. We know first-hand the power of prayer and fasting. Fasting is a Christian discipline that is supported throughout the scriptures. Jesus had just cast out demons and his disciples were perplexed as to why they couldn’t do it too. Jesus then told them. If you were reading these modern versions, you’d still be asking the question as well.
Forgiveness
King James Version for Mark 11:26
· But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

Modern Versions for Mark 11:26
· Omitted (The Message)

· Omitted (New International Version)

· Omitted (New Living Translation)

One of the important aspects to being a Christian is being conformed into the image of Christ. We are to behave and be transformed into Christ’s likeness. Forgiveness is an important part of being a Christian. It is a choice and an attitude. We make the choice and conform to the scriptures because we want to be like Christ. The modern versions have left this important behavioral attribute out entirely in Mark 11:26. If you don’t know about it, how are you supposed to conform to it?
So why are there so many important differences? There are many more differences than what I have referenced, the above list is a sampling. Was the goal to make it easier to read? The NKJV did that when compared to the KJV. Still, in the NKJV there are areas where major orthodox Christian doctrine has been reduced. Consider the following:

Acts 3:36 in the KJV – Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.
Acts 3:36 in the NKJV - To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.
There is a difference between his Son Jesus and his Servant Jesus. The term Son is much stronger and has a firmer implication than simply “servant.” Jesus is the Son of God. Of course he was a servant too, in other passages. But here the emphasis should be on “Son” rather than simply “Servant.”

1 Corinthians 1:18 in the KJV – For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18 in the NKJV – For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
Again, a difference. Which of the two verses gives one the more assurance of salvation? Would you like to know that you are saved, which implies a present condition, or “being saved,” which implies a future, yet-to-be-attained state? 

There are volumes on the subject of Bible translations, different manuscripts, higher and lower criticism, the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, the scholastic standing of translators, and on and on. The reader is encouraged, if interested, to study the matter out for themselves. There are good people on both sides of the argument for and against the KJV, the manuscripts it was translated from, and the qualifications of those involved. There is the hyper-view, where only the KJV version is God’s Word, and all other translations are of the devil. There is the other hyper-view that the KJV is archaic, out of touch, not using the best available manuscripts or scholarship and only the new translations are valid. The NIV outpaces the KJV in US sales (and has for many years), as reported by the Christian Booksellers Association:
2010 - Based on Dollar Sales and Unit Sales
1. New International Version 

2. King James Version 

3. New King James Version 

4. New Living Translation 

5. English Standard Version 

6. Holman Christian Standard Bible 

7. The Message  

To repeat, this lesson is not intending to trash your version of the Bible. Major doctrine is found throughout the scriptures and not in any single verse. As shared from the beginning, I’m asked why I use the KJV and I gave my five reasons, with an expansion of the fifth reason – how the KJV treats major doctrine. I am not a “KJV Only” person – I prefer the KJV for the reasons above and also for its poetry and its cadence (which makes it easier to memorize). It’s just special to me. It’s a part of my Christian heritage. It’s a good study tool and a good witnessing tool. I use the KJV when confronting those in other faith systems, as fundamental doctrines are clearly presented and are easily quoted. 
When I’m traveling internationally and I look upon the Bibles of my beloved local missionaries I see well-worn pages with copious notes and the pages are in a language and using script that is completely foreign (no pun intended) to me. That’s not a KJV, but they know the Word of God and are busy about the Lord’s work – successfully I might add! Let me ask – are you well versed in the doctrines of the faith? Comic books are easy to read – easy-reading is not the goal, the goal is knowing Christ, being saved, being conformed into His image, and advancing the kingdom of God. Jesus said in John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. Good advice!
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