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Romans 10:17 says, "So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."  First Corinthians 12:3 states, "...for God has dealt to every man the measure of faith."  Everyone has some portion of faith, but the Christian can build (or increase) his faith by hearing (or by reading) the word of God - the Bible (and then, of course, doing it-- James 1:22, "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only....")

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send it.
2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect (complete), thoroughly furnished (completely equipped) unto all good works.
1 John 5:13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing (understanding) the word of truth" (the Bible).
Jesus said in John 5:39, "Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me." When we as Christians find that problems still face us, even after we have given our lives over to Jesus Christ, we do not want to conclude that God has left or abandoned us. Rather we want to "search the scriptures" to build our faith to go on having confidence in God.

Selected scriptures about what God's Word is and what it does:

LIFE
John 6:63  ... the words that I (Jesus) speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

EVERLASTING
Matthew 24:35  Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

CLEANSING  

Ephesians 5:25, 26  ...Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it: That He might sanctify (set apart as holy) and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word. 

John 15:3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
LIGHT
Psalm 119:105, 111  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path... Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.
(Note: All 176 verses of the 119th Psalm deal with God's Word.  Much can be learned about God's word from this chapter.)

FOOD
Matthew 4:4  Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
SEED
Read the parable of the sower in Luke 8:4-15. Jesus tells how in the parable the "seed" is the Word of God.  Mighty oak trees do not grow overnight, but they start as a small seed.  Fruitbearing trees take years sometimes to produce fruit.  Yet God is looking for fruit from his people.  God is looking for fruit in your life.  As the seed of God's Word is sown in your life, and you keep watering it with diligent Bible reading and study, you'll grow like a mighty oak and be steadfast.  Does this sound like what you want?  Be a student of God's word!

SWORD
Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick (living) and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Ephesians 6:17  ...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Christians are not to be on the run, fearing the devil.  Rather we are on the offensive.  To be a part of God's army, that part that is gaining ground, blessing others, making a difference in their generation for Jesus Christ.  You can do it by being a mature Christian.  Again, this does not happen overnight.  Just like an oak tree takes time to grow (from a seed!) it also takes time to mature as a Christian.  Mature Christians bear fruit.  Will you be a mature Christian?  If so, then the word of God must be a part of your life.

One of the surest ways to become a strong Christian is to be a student of the Bible.  Learning of God and His ways will enable you to be used in a greater way in God's kingdom, and also equip you to know false teachings when you hear them.  

Ephesians 4:14  That we henceforth (from this time forward) be no more children (baby Christians, immature), tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine (teachings), by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.
The sad fact is that there are wicked men who are out to deceive others, perhaps for power or money or anything else their dark hearts desire.  But the mature Christian will not be taken in by their lies.  Not if he knows his Bible!

Have you ever read or heard of someone who killed someone else, and later stated that God told them to do it?  Or that their girlfriend or boyfriend convinced them that God wanted them to kill someone?  Sometimes people steal in the name of God, or divorce their wives because they believe it is God's will.  But when we know what the Bible says, we can make the right decisions, and use sound judgement. The scriptures say, "Thou shalt not kill (murder)," Thou shalt not steal," and "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder." (See Exodus 20:13 and 15, and Mark 10:9.)

The Bible talks about money, families, children, discipline, health, science, employers, suffering, and anything else important to mankind.  But the greatest thing the Bible speaks of is Jesus Christ.

Haley's Handbook of the Bible says: "Christ is the center and heart of the Bible.  The Old Testament is an account of a Nation (Israel).  The New Testament is an account of a Man (Jesus Christ).  The Nation was founded and nurtured of God to bring the Man into the world.  The whole Bible is built around the beautiful story of Christ (his life, death, resurrection, ascension) and his promise of life eternal to those who accept him.  The Bible was written only that men might believe, and understand, and know, and love, and follow CHRIST."

Proverbs 30:5  Every word of God is pure....
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