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The New Testament book of Hebrews has sometimes been called “the fifth gospel.” Whereas Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John describe the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ, the book of Hebrews describes Christ’s ministry in heaven at the right hand of The Father. In this New Testament age the Christian has it so much better than those in the Old Testament; we have it better because of what Jesus did on earth and what he’s doing in heaven. Let us look at the thirteen times the word “better” occurs in the book of Hebrews, and see what is better, and why we should press on to fulfilling God’s will in our own lives.
1.  Hebrews 1:4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.  Christ is described in this chapter as being superior to the prophets and the angels – anything on earth or heaven, Christ is superior. He is the creator, he is the savior of men, he has a name above all names, because he is above all – Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. Philippians 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth. The wonderful and glorious Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son, second person of the Trinity, came to earth, incarnate in human flesh, to live sinlessly and to carry the sin of the world. Christ Jesus was not a created being, but was and is God Almighty. Only God could do this; only God did do this. It is better to bow to him in this life, and serve him actively, than to miss the inheritance and miss heaven.
2.  Hebrews 6:9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.  Truly we are of all people most blessed by our relationship with The Father, through the Son, and to be indwellt by the Holy Spirit. This is no small matter, and one not enjoyed at this level by anyone in Old Testament times, and though it’s available now, not everyone avails themselves of it in these New Testament times. Even those counted amongst the redeemed must still pursue the will of God, live right, embrace holiness, and exhibit the Fruit of the Spirit, heeding the admonition of Paul the apostle in Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. It is better to know Christ, to be saved from our sin, and to have fellowship with our creator and savior.
3.  Hebrews 7:7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.  The context of this verse is the giving of tithes, with the priest Melchizedek receiving tithes of Abraham being likened unto Christ receiving tithes from us. The “less,” that is you and me, are blessed by Christ Jesus, the “better,” as we indeed pay tithes in his name. God wills that we are givers for any number of reasons: (1) it shows where our treasure is, (2) it demonstrates obedience, (3) it provides for the work of the kingdom of God, including ministry to the widow, the orphan, the poor, the sick, the prisoner, the brokenhearted, (4) it is the avenue for reciprocal financial blessing in our lives.  Malachi 3:10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. It is better to go God’s way, to be generous toward God, God’s work, and God’s people.
4.  Hebrews 7:19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.  The Scriptures declare of themselves that they are inspired of God, 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. This applies to the Old Testament and the New Testament. Yet in the Old Testament there was no means whereby sin could be permanently cleansed. Yet in the New Testament, with the appearing of Christ, and his death, burial, and resurrection, there now was a means whereby the stain of sin could be cleansed, permanently! The Old Testament looked forward to that hope, but in the New Testament we actually have received that hope. It is a better hope, because it is in the present, and because of it we can draw near unto God and have fellowship with Him.
5.  Hebrews 7:22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.  A “Testament” is an agreement or a covenant. At the last supper Jesus said to his disciples in Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. It’s a happy day today, a better day, because we have a better covenant, one not based on the blood of goats, bulls or sheep, but based on the blood of a man, man’s blood for man’s sin. It is the final sacrifice. It is complete. It is better. So much better.
6. & 7.  Hebrews 8:6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  In this verse the word “better” appears twice – the first time we are told that we not only have a better covenant, but that we have a mediator for that covenant. We are not left alone and on our own, but Christ Jesus yet makes intercession for us, and is our mediator; 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. And what are those better promises? The promise of acceptance, of heaven, of the indwelling of the Spirit, of physical healing, of freedom from guilt, the power to overcome sin, leading and guiding, peace that passes understanding. These are better promises, not found in the Old Testament at this level of consistency and availability. Truly the promises are better, and they are better because of the work of Jesus Christ the Righteous.
8.  Hebrews 9:23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. The better sacrifices refers to the difference in Old Testament sacrificial practices and the New Testament sacrifice. In the Old Testament God required the sacrifice of the spotless lamb, among others, as a type of the coming Christ. Jesus, the God-Man, became the Passover lamb, crucified for the sin of the world. He offered up his own body, and by his resurrection we know that this sacrifice was accepted by God the Father. This is the final sacrifice, and this is the better sacrifice. Of the Old Testament sacrifices, and of the offering of Christ, we read in Hebrews 10:8-10  Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. It is better that we have the final sacrifice of Christ, whereby we have access to God, then year after year have to sacrifice animals, which God never desired nor liked, and which never made anyone complete. Truly it is better now.
9.  Hebrews 10:34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. There is a heaven to be gained and a hell to be avoided. Heaven is a real place, according to the testimony of the Scriptures. What we have gained in this world can be lost or stolen, but what we have in heaven is enduring. Jesus said in Matthew 6:18-20 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. God keeps accurate books, as it were. Whatever you lose for the cause of Christ, will indeed be counted to your gain; it is better that way!
10.  Hebrews 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not  ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.  There is a city that the redeemed look forward to, where the government is upon the shoulders of Christ, where justice, righteousness, holiness, honor, law, order is the way all things work. The Christian is in the world, but is not of the world. There is something better, much, much better. Rather than scrapping and scraping for what we can have here, let us look to a city  whose builder and maker is God. This chapter, Hebrews 11, is the “Faith Hall of Fame.” Read through it, and be blessed. You will see that there is a better place to come!
11.  Hebrews 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection.  There are two resurrections. One is the resurrection of the unbeliever unto judgment, the Great White Throne Judgment. The other is the resurrection of the believer, where crowns are rewarded based on the works of the Christian. These were tortured, but would not recant their testimony. They were persuaded that there was a better resurrection, the resurrection unto life eternal. Hebrews 12:4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 
12.  Hebrews 11:40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.  This great Hall of Faith chapter ends with this verse above. The “they” in this verse are those who served God in Old Testament times. Our state is better, our faith is clearer, our promises are better, our relationship with God is direct. We are where we are because they finished their course. We have it better today because of what Christ brought. We should thus press on, and commit to living right and properly all the time, for we have an advantage, we have better promises, and we have no excuse to do anything less than we are capable, because God has provided some better thing for us!
13.  Hebrews 12:24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.  Going back to the first book of the Bible, Genesis, we recall that Abel gave an offering, a blood offering, that was accepted by God in that age, but as we have already noted offerings like this had to be offered again and again. But the blood of Christ, his own blood, sprinkled on the altar of God, is better, far better, than anything that preceded it. Hebrews 13:10-12 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. 12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Jesus is indeed the mediator of the New Covenant, a Covenant established with his own sinless, perfect blood. This is indeed better than anything any priest did before, because the work of Christ was permanent.

_______________________________
Thus we see that the promises are better, there is a better resurrection, there is a better sacrifice, there is a blessing from the better to the lesser, there is a better way to live, there is a better country, there is a better substance in heaven, there is a better hope, and there is one better than all the angels and prophets. For we in this age have so much in our favor, so much hope, so much assurance, so much confidence, so much revealed truth, so much better understanding of the kingdom of God. Let us use this as an occasion to live holy, to love God, to walk in thanksgiving for what God through Christ has done for us. If the saints of old could maintain their testimony, let us of this New Testament era do as much and more. Let us be givers, let us be helpers, let us be fixers, let us be healers, let us be a proper testimony unto and for the One who gave so much for us. World without end. Amen!
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