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The old saying "You get out of something what you put into it" is very much applicable to serving God.  As Christians, we do not work for our salvation.  Nonetheless, there is a responsibility on the part of the Christian to be about the Lord's business and advancing the kingdom of God.  This lesson centers around a time when God's people were not too interested in the things of God, and God's opinion of their attitude!  Our passage for this lesson is Malachi 1:6-14.

6.
A son honoreth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honor? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name.  And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?

The Best Service  The priests were supposed to know better.  God is always displeased when those who are ordained to do a job, and speak on God's behalf, lead the people astray and misrepresent God.  The priests had lost their respect for God, and by their example were leading the people to develop the same attitude.

7.
Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, wherein have we polluted thee?  In that ye say, The table of the Lord is contemptible.  And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil?

The Best Offering  In Old Testament Israel, the offerings were important - and God's people were showing indifference to them.  But worse yet, when God tells them of this, they say, "wherein have we polluted thee?"  When men question what God says, it's a very real indication that their respect for him has all but ceased to exist.  God does not need to be questioned!  They had rationalized to the point of blindness.

8.
And if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the Lord of hosts.

The Best Manners  Have you ever met the governor?  If you did, would you show him respect?  If you were to bring a gift to the president of the United States, would you bring something cheap, or skimpy, when you could have done better?  God asks the same question here.  How would you feel if some one gave you some thing worthless?  Well?

9-10.
And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the Lord of hosts.  Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought.  I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.

The Best Character  These two verses can be kind of confusing.  But God is simply saying that the mess your in is your own fault; things just don't happen by themselves.  They were trying look for blame elsewhere, but God was placing it squarely in their lap.  Do you want God to take you seriously?  Then take God seriously!  Ecclesiastes 5:4 says, "When you vow a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he has no pleasure in fools: pay that which you have vowed."  God is not interested in fools who say one thing and do another.

11.
For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, says the Lord of hosts.

The Best Worship  God is declaring that people are going to know him, even Gentiles (that's everyone who is not a Jew).  God wants a pure offering, one from the heart, one given out of love.  And that's exactly what happens when God's people, through Jesus Christ, worship God in spirit and in truth (John 4:23).

12.
But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the Lord is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible (despicable).

The Best Honor  There should be a difference, and there is!  If Christians treat the things of God as no more important than any other thing, then the unsaved will never know the reality of Jesus Christ, because they have no example.  They will think, "there's no difference between me and a Christian."

13.
Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the Lord.
The Best Zeal  "What a weariness!"  Serving God should NOT be a drag.  Living for God is the most exciting thing going.  There are endless challenges, blessings, opportunities, joys, and every other good thing you can think of.  But when we DO NOT GIVE GOD OUR BEST, THEN WE DON'T GET THE BEST RESULTS, and our attitude of "who cares" is a reflection of this.

14.
But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen.
The Best Vow  Who wants a curse?  Not me.  Not you.  God is a great king, and Jesus is a great savior.  He is worthy of our best.  God is going to get his purposes on the earth accomplished, and he can use us, or he can use someone else if we're too busy.  Let's be a part of what God is doing in the earth, wherever we are.  We can always give God our best.

Christians should give God their best, because God gave his best when he sent his Son Jesus to die for our sins.  Romans 5:8 says, "But God commendeth (demonstrated) his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Then we read in 1 John 4:19, "We love him (Jesus Christ), because he first loved us."  And because of that, we agree with the apostle Paul who wrote in Romans 12:1, "I beseech (beg) you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a LIVING SACRIFICE (remember the sacrifices of Israel to God in Malachi 1 ?), holy, acceptable to God, which is your REASONABLE SERVICE."  We should offer a life of service to the Lord.

The Bible says that it is our "reasonable service" to live our lives entirely for Christ, to be holy, to act right and do right for God.  We can with the help and grace of the Holy Spirit, AND with an attitude on our part that is what we want to do.
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