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I have said in days gone by, and I continue to believe it as I watch the way that people behave, that to be a success one has to possess the following three characteristics:  Being Humble, Being Teachable, and Being Thankful.  A man I know of keeps a picture of a turtle on a fence post by his desk to remind him that to get to the top no one makes it alone.  Getting to the top is consistent with the teachings of Jesus that his people would have a blessed, abundant life, and be the head and not the tail.  Let us consider the attitude of Being Thankful from the ministry of Jesus.

Luke 17:11-19  And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

What can we learn about Being Thankful from this passage?  Consider this:

Everybody Needs Somebody Else, Be Thankful Someone is There.

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

Ten lepers were huddled together, all were social outcasts, all had failing health, and all lived at the goodwill of others.  The Old Testament had a lot to say of lepers, and about how they were unclean and had to live in certain manners away from society in general.  New Testament scholars recognize leprosy as often times used to represent sin when considering spiritual matters.  Thus lepers often could be likened to sinners, and God hates sin.  Yet these lepers came for mercy, not for a physical healing.  Sinners too need to come to God looking for mercy and not just wealth, blessing, and freedom from tribulation.  There is nothing that a man can be more thankful for than for his sins being forgiven.  The ten lepers wanted mercy.  They were looking for what was important, and they looked to Jesus.  Each leper provided comfort for the others, but none could solve their problem.  But there was someone who could, and His Name is Jesus.

When Someone Offers Help, Accept It For What It Is And Be Thankful.

14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 

When we ask Almighty God for something, we had better be prepared to get an answer.  These lepers were told what to do.  Old Testament law required persons suspecting themselves of developing leprosy to go to the priest for an examination, and the priest would pronounce them unclean if they and leprosy.  Obviously these men had leprosy, but Jesus was telling them to go to the priest even before they had been healed.  A Christian has every reason to believe that God knows their situation and wants to bless them, and will be working on their behalf for good.  Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  Thus we can be obedient to God's leading in our life, and have faith that he is going to bless us and do good to us.  Our part is to be willing and obedient.  Remember Isaiah 1:18-19  Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.  As the lepers went to carry out the commandment of the Lord, they were healed!  Incredible that the healing did not come in the presence of Jesus, but after they had left and were on their way to the priest.  What would have happened if they had not gone to the priest?  What if they had simply walked away?  Would they have been healed?  No.  Remember Naaman in 2 Kings chapter 5?

To Receive The Full Blessing, Be Thankful In Thought And In Deed.

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.  17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
Everyone, even God, likes to be thanked.  People I work with appreciate thanks.  People at school and neighbors and the church like to be thanked.  To be unthankful is to simply have bad manners.  God pays attention to manners.  Speaking of the wilderness wanderings after the Hebrews left Egypt after the exodus, when God demonstrated his great power and protection, the Scripture says in Acts 13:18  And about the time of forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness.  Poor manners.  Nothing is right.  Same food, no water, quails make me sick, and on and on.  They were unthankful and by being unthankful God looked upon it as bad manners.  Yet the Lord still met their needs, just as he meets the needs of the unthankful today.  But how much better it is when we are thankful!  Rather than just thinking that other persons knows I'm glad and thankful, let us tell them that we are glad and thankful for any kindnesses that they have shown us.  Certainly Jesus knew the hearts of those cleansed of the leprosy, and that surely they were thankful, but Jesus still asks the question,  Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?  Don't take anyone's kindness for granted!

I read this in an article and I thought it worth adding to this lesson.  

   "Why did only one cleansed leper return to thank Jesus?  The following are nine suggested reasons why the nine did not return."

   One waited to see if the cure was real. 

   One waited to see if it would last. 

   One said he would see Jesus later. 

   One decided that he had never had leprosy. 

   One said he would have gotten well anyway. 

   One gave the glory to the priests. 

   One said, "O well, Jesus didn't really do anything." 

   One said, "Just any rabbi could have done it." 

   One said, "I was already much improved." 

___________________________________________

To be everything God has called you to be, you have to be a thankful person.  How can you be thankful?  You can thank the people who show you kindness on the job, in the neighborhood, where ever you are.  No one can go it alone, and the winners know that and show their thanks.  We can't solve the sin problem either.  Winners know that to do that we need Jesus.  The apostle Paul knew that when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 9:15  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
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