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The scripture says in 1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.  The apostle Paul said in Romans 1:15-16  So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  Peter was ready.  Paul was ready.  This lesson looks at the life of an evangelist named Philip.  Let's consider how he was ready, and what God did in his life as a result.

Acts 8:26-40  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Isaiah, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. 32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. 34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.

1.  Philip was listening for the voice of God, he was ready to hear.
26.  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.... 29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.

Tell me how exciting and fulfilling drugs and alcohol can be as compared to hearing the voice of God Almighty.  The Old and New Testaments are filled with examples of God speaking to His people.  But let us be ready to hear the voice of God, and let us expect to hear from our Heavenly Father.

2.  Philip trusted God, and was ready to do what God said.
27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship.

Remember Jonah?  Read the short book of Jonah and see how God told Jonah to go preach at Nineveh and how Jonah went directly the other way to Tarshish.  Jonah suffered hardship because he didn't do what God wanted.  Read of the children of Israel who murmured and complained for years and an entire generation, save two persons, did not enter the promised land.  If you trust God with you eternal soul, trust Him to the extent where you'll do what He says-- whatever it is!
3.  Philip was not shy around others, he was ready to share his faith with others.
30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Isaiah, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. 

Remember how the apostle Paul was ...ready to preach the gospel...?  If you don't communicate with others it's going to be hard to share the gospel with them.  You may have a passive personality, but God can and will work within that personality if you'll let him.  Be ready to share your faith with others.

4.  Philip understood the scriptures, he was ready to explain them to others.
34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.

As the apostle Peter exhorted, ...be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you....  How can you expect to know the plan of God, the commandments of God, the love of God, the hope of the gospel, if you don't ready and study the Bible?  There is no short cut.  Part of being ready as a Christian is knowing the Bible.  You and I will amount to nothing spiritually if we never come to an understanding of the Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in the scriptures.  John 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me (Jesus).  2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing (understanding) the word of truth.

5.  Being ready for God beats being kicked around by the devil.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.

Read about Philip earlier in Acts 8, particularly verses 5-8.  Philip was in the midst of preaching to an entire city, and the scriptures say that there was great joy in that city.  What a thrill!  Then Philip is instructed of the Holy Ghost to start heading south.  Then as he's obedient to that, the Spirit says to join himself to the Ethiopian eunuch.  Notice the progressive leading of God.  Philip didn't get the entire story at once.  But as he moved out in obedience more of the will of God was revealed to him.  Then, after Philip baptizes the Ethiopian, the Holy Ghost transports Philip 40 miles away to another city, and Philip starts preaching there!  I'll ask it again, can the thrill of drugs, alcohol, and sexual immorality compare to this?

_____________________

Philip led an excited life.  Much of his success and blessing came from having an attitude of being ready to do the work of the kingdom of God.  Twenty years after this event with the Ethiopian the apostle Paul visited Philip.  We read of it in Acts 21:8-9  And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.  9  And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.

Do you have a vision for what you'll be doing 20 years from now?  Will you be serving God or serving (and being kicked around by) the devil?  Let's be ready to serve God.  Let's be ready to advance His kingdom.  Let's be ready to hear His voice.  Let's be ready for His second coming.  The apostle Peter said in 1 Peter 4:7  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.  The apostle John gave us reason to be ready also, for he said in 1 John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him (Jesus); that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.

If we are to make it as a Christian for the long haul like Philip did, then we must Be Ready.
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