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Sometimes a Christian can get discouraged as they weep, fast, pray, and witness to family or friends over a protracted period of time to no apparent avail. The person in question can even look like they’re getting worse, instead of better, or farther from salvation in Christ Jesus rather than closer.  There was a man in the New Testament who was widely known as the greatest enemy to the cause of Christ, and he was changed. Let’s look into his life, and be encouraged that people can change.

Acts 7:59 – 8:3 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. 

Saul the Pharisee had an earned reputation for having no conscience, no compassion, and no self-control. He was an accomplice to murder. He disrupted families. He persecuted the church. He was known far and wide as a man opposed to the cause of Christ. Probably the last person anyone would expect to come to Christ. But things were about to change in many ways.

Acts 9:1-22 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, (1) I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, (2)Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and (3) neither did eat nor drink. 10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, (3) he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 13 (4) Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 17 (5) And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. (6) Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 21 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? 22 (7) But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 
Saul was being changed. There was a process, and since Saul had such a dishonorable reputation, God would have to intervene. Let’s examine some of the ingredients that contributed to Saul (later Paul) being changed. Note that the bolded scriptures above are referenced below in the corresponding paragraphs.
 (1) God Revealed Himself to Saul  No one is being changed until they acknowledge Christ as Lord. Saul was on his way to Damascus to carry out more “legal evil.” No conscience. Just drag men, women, and children from their homes. Be disruptive. Show no compassion. The man was out of control, he was breathing out threatenings and slaughter. He was as lost as a post, a million miles from the heart of God. Yet here is what we miss concerning the Lord Jesus Christ– 1 Timothy 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. God revealed Himself to Saul when Saul was at his very worst; God does that today also. Whatever our state, God can and does reveal Himself to us, and this is where the process of being changed begins.
 (2) Saul Responded Affirmatively  Part of being changed, that is, coming from a very rough background to being successful in the kingdom of Heaven, requires of us to respond to the call of God in our lives. When one is used to conniving, manipulating, living by their own smarts and wits, it’s not so easy to acknowledge the lordship of Christ. Saul asked of the Lord, what would you have me to do? Saul wasn’t looking to make a deal, he was confronted by the living Christ and he was putting himself in the Lord’s hands. This is necessary to being changed.
 (3) Deeds Followed  Saul didn’t make a confession only to return to life as normal and go about doing whatever he wanted to do. He was blinded, and he was fasting and praying. God was doing a work in his life since Saul made himself available to God. Saul wasn’t barking out orders to everyone, as he was used to doing, but in the process of being changed he was keeping his mouth shut and behaving properly and drawing nearer to God through fasting and prayer.
 (4) God Was Speaking To Others  This is noteworthy regarding being changed. Saul has destroyed his testimony and everyone knew it. How in the world was he going to have any successful integration into the Christian church? God was going to have to directly intervene, and that’s what He did! Behold, how Ananias said that this was the man who had done much evil, but God said he is a chosen vessel. Amazing! This should give much hope and encouragement to all of us. God was working on Saul’s behalf; Saul gave God something to work with, namely, responding affirmatively to the call on his life and having deeds following. Now God was speaking to others, and the process of Saul being changed was greatly aided, as others in the Christian community were now going to embrace him.

 (5) Others Came Unto Saul to Minister  Ananias came and laid hands on Saul and prayed that he would be filled with the Holy Ghost. Saul was already converted, but now he was going to receive the infilling of the Holy Ghost, the power of God, which Saul was going to need for the great work God had in store for him. Being changed includes receiving the ministry of others in our lives, just as Saul did. Being a part of the local church body of believers facilitates this greatly. 
(6) Being Discipled  Saul was with the disciples of the Lord for a period of days being discipled, taught, encouraged, mentored, and instructed. This is how it works beloved. Being changed means getting proper teaching, understanding the fundamentals of the Faith, and learning about the Great God and Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. This Saul did; he submitted to men who knew the Lord, and this catapulted Saul, who was already learned in the scriptures himself (though unconverted) to being changed into a dynamo for Christ after conversion.

 (7) Answering the Call Saul answered the call. After conversion, after fasting and prayer, after the infilling of the Holy Ghost, after being discipled, now he was commissioned to take what he knew and proclaim it abroad. Saul, later Paul the apostle, became the apostle to the Gentiles. He wrote more of the New Testament than any other man (under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit). Being changed has a lot of ingredients, some involve us, some involve others, and some involves the hand of God. Yet through it all, we can count on being changed and being fit for the Master’s use. 
Saul was a murderer and a home wrecker; he wasted the early church and was feared for the evil he did. He was changed. Let us not give up on friends and family, for just as Saul was being changed, so also those we pray for and love and care for can be changed. And when someone is changed by Christ the Lord, and means business with God, and is submitted to God, then the talents and abilities that God has given every person can now be used for God’s glory rather than being distorted and wrecked by the devil. Saul had energy, intelligence, organization skills, and leadership ability. When he becomes Paul, a changed man, he uses these same attributes to bring much glory to God and to build the Christian church. How lovely it is to see someone who has trashed their life become re-born, become changed, and live as God meant for them to live.
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