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In Hampton Court near London there is a grapevine under glass; it is about 1,000 years old and has but one root which is at least two feet thick.  Some of the branches of the grapevine are 200 feet long.  Because of skillful cutting and pruning, the vine produces several tones of grapes each year.  Even though some of the smaller branches are 200 feet from the man stem, they bear fruit because they are joined to the vine and allow the life of the vine to flow through them.  To the Christian, Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches.  When we need pruning, the goal is always more fruit.  Consider the following passage:

John 15:1-8  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

So we are to abide (live) in Christ such that we may bear fruit.  But what kind of fruit?  Well, many of us before we came to Christ were used to doing evil deeds.  This is bad fruit.  But now as Christians we want to bear good fruit.  But how?, what kind?, why?  Consider the following text:

Galatians 5:16-26  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.
Let's look a little closer at the nine fruit of the Spirit.  Remember also that fruit grows over a period of time.  The nine gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12, 14) can be given at any time to any Christian, but the fruit of the Spirit is something that is developed in the life of a Christian.  Let us consider the nine fruit of the Spirit, and see what Holy Spirit wants developed in our lives.

LOVE  1 Corinthians 13:4-8   Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails....  If you would love your wife, your children, your relatives and friends the way God would have you to do, you'll need the help of the Holy Spirit.  Love is not lust.  It is an attitude.  Love can be developed.

JOY   Romans 14:17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  Again we see joy as being a product of the Holy Spirit's work in our lives.  Being a Christian brings with it an abiding peace and inner joy, and it's fun too!

PEACE   John 14:27  Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  Jesus gives us peace, but that peace can also be developed.  Living for Jesus brings increased peace, it is like a fruit that grows.

LONGSUFFERING   Romans 15:5  Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus.  Longsuffering is patience.  God is patient; He is patient with us; He wants us to be patient with each other.  This is one of the fruit of the Spirit.

GENTLENESS   2 Peter 1:5-8  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Gentleness is the same as kindness.  Without kindness you will never be fruitful.  Without the Holy Spirit working in your life, you will not have the ability to show kindness the way you should.

GOODNESS   Acts 10:38  How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.  God wants good works out of your life.  Jesus did good things, so too must we.

FAITH   Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  If you want everything shown to you, you'll not make it as a Christian.  Faith pleases God.  Your faith can be grown to where it bears fruit.  Have faith in God and in His work in you life.

MEEKNESS   2 Corinthians 10:1  Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you.  Paul spoke off the meekness and gentleness of Christ.  Whatever Christ was, we too want to be like.  Christ was a man, yet he was meek.  Meekness is strength under control.

TEMPERANCE   Proverbs 25:28  He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.  Temperance can be thought of as self-control.  This too is something God wants to produce in our lives.  Hot-heads are a dime a dozen; let God work self-control into your life.

These fruit of the Spirit are to be developed in our lives.  It is God's will, and His Holy Spirit wants to develop these things in our lives.  We can help the Holy Spirit by not being in the wrong place at the wrong time, and not doing the wrong things at the wrong time, but by deciding to serve God and to do His will.

So what will it be for you?  Will you go the rest of your life doing your own thing, living marginally, never really amounting to anything.  Do you want to be average?  Do you want whatever crumbs are left over?  Or do you want to be a dynamo for God?  Do you want to get in God's mainstream?  Do you want to feel His presence?  Do you want to experience His peace and power?  Do you want to be used by the Almighty?

Do you want to be one of God's somebodies who bears fruit, accomplishes things for God on a daily basis, and lives an exciting, fulfilled life?  Or will you be one of the devil's nobodies, someone who doesn't know where he's going, where he came from, or what to do next?

What are the keys to bearing fruit for God?  SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h Abiding (living) in Christ.  SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h Growing in Christ.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h Walking in the Spirit.  SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h Avoiding wickedness and wicked persons. SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h  Making a decision to do God's will.  SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h Knowing and doing what the Bible says.  

God will be faithful to put us in positions whereby the fruit of the Spirit can be developed in our lives.  Will we let Him develop His fruit in our lives?  Let's let God have His way with us.
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