BACKSLIDING
Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

Backsliding is when a born-again believer in Christ turns back to sin or becomes stubborn in his heart and refuses to submit to the will of God in his life.  The outward actions are only symptoms of the real problem: the attitude of the heart-- which must be dealt with in order to change the actions.  Backsliding is like carnality in that your own desires and devices are acted out as opposed to God's will (Proverbs 14:14, The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways...)  The great prophet Jeremiah wrote about an entire nation that was backsliding from God.  It applies to us today, too.

Jeremiah 3:20 - 4:4    Surely, as a wife treacherously departs from her husband, so have you dealt treacherously with Me, O house of Israel, says the LORD.  21  A voice was heard on the desolate heights, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel.  For they have perverted their way; they have forgotten the LORD their God.  22  "Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings."  "Indeed we do come to You, for You are the LORD our God.  23  Truly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains; truly, in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.  24  For shame has devoured the labor of our fathers from our youth-- their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.  25  We lie down in our shame, and our reproach covers us.  For we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God."  (chapter 4)  1  "If you will return, O Israel," says the LORD, "Return to Me; and if you will put away your abominations out of My sight, then you shall not be moved.  2  And you shall swear, 'The LORD lives,' in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; the nations shall bless themselves in Him, and in Him they shall glory."  3  For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: "Break up your fallow ground, and do not sow among thorns.  4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your hearts, you men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, lest My fury come forth like fire, and burn so that no one can quench it, because of the evil of your doings." 

God doesn't condemn us-- our own wickedness and backslidings do that.  The prophet Jeremiah wrote of that earlier in Jeremiah 2:19, Your own wickedness will correct you, and your backslidings will rebuke you.  Know therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing that you have forsaken the LORD your God, and the fear of Me is not in you, says the Lord GOD of hosts.  Jesus did not come to condemn either (John 3:17, For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.), rather He came to give us life abundantly (John 10:10, The thief-- the devil-- does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.).
Both Old and New Testaments speak clearly of God's desire to bring us back to a place of fellowship with Him.  God is quick to mercy and slow to anger.  Look at these following verses:

Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 

Hosea 14:4  I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for My anger has turned away from him.

2 Chronicles 30:9  For if you return to the LORD, your brethren and your children will be treated with compassion by those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this land; for the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you return to Him.

The New Testament teaches repentance and restoration:

Revelation 2:4-5  Nevertheless I (Jesus) have this against you, that you have left your first love (backslid).  5  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place-- unless you repent.  

God will receive us: 

1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Hebrews 7:25, Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

God's opinion of backsliding is that the backslider needs healing (Jeremiah 3:22  Return, you backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings....).  The backslider is not condemned of God, but rather his own heart condemns him.  Backsliding happens over a period of time, a gradual indifference to the ways of God and a tendency to do our own thing.  After a while it becomes a habit (Jeremiah 3:24  For shame has devoured the labor of our fathers from our youth....).  The results are not good (Jeremiah 3:25  We lie down in our shame, and our reproach covers us.  For we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.).  The Bible says that the way of the transgressors is hard (Proverbs 13:15).  The way to recover is to return to God (Jeremiah 4:1  "If you will return, O Israel," says the LORD, "Return to Me; and if you will put away your abominations out of My sight, then you shall not be moved.").  Ask His forgiveness and then begin to live the Christian life.  Doing God's will is not impossible.  The Bible says in 1 John 5:3, For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  And His commandments are not burdensome.

God is full of compassion and mercy.  If you are backslidden, receive God's invitation to return unto Him.  Ask Him to restore your peace, joy, and happiness to you as you become His servant again.  God will help you.  Impossible?  Jeremiah wrote about backsliding, and he wrote this too:  Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm.  There is nothing too hard for You (Jeremiah 32:17).

(Some material taken from the tract "Backsliding," 700 Club, VA Beach, VA)
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