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Has someone ever told you that “you just have a bad attitude”? Any time I get in a sour mood over something my brother Bob likes to tell me, “You just have a bad attitude, Brother.”  Now, this statement wounds me because he is right when he says it and I am not being Christ-like in my actions at that moment in time.  So for today’s teaching I want us to examine the Sermon on the Mount.  Also known as the Beatitudes.  Let’s take a look at Matthew 5:1-12 and then break it out into smaller segments.  The title for our study today is “Bad attitude or Beatitudes.” 
Matthew 5:1-12  1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.  2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying,  3" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5"Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  7"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  10"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11"Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  12"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Taken as a whole Jesus is teaching on what a Christian looks like, how they come to faith, and how they act as a result of salvation.  Let’s start breaking it into smaller parts to examine it in more detail.
Starting at verse 3: 3" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   This is the condition that a person starts at when coming to faith, they are utterly spiritually bankrupt and bring nothing with them.  They are at the end of themselves, they see themselves as they truly are and realize their need for Christ.  They are crying out for help and saying, “oh Lord, be merciful to me for I am a sinner.”  They have had their pride stripped from them,  they come as a humbled person seeking the doorway to fellowship.  It is at this point the door opens and faith begins.  James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”  
The next step on this journey is found in verse 4:  "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  What we are mourning over is our sin, now that our eyes have been unveiled by faith.  We see ourselves for what we are when we can now see God for what He really is, and we are broken by this knowledge.  We repent and grieve over ourselves because we can now see the truth.  We look to God for comfort and He lovingly provides it by the forgiveness of our sins.  By our faith we are now justified before our Lord.  1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

We continue this beautiful journey in verse 5: "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  Some translations use the word meek instead of gentle for this verse.  This verse is the next evolution of our hearts after coming to faith.  When we are gentle, humble, and meek we are ready to receive the Word of God.  We are now open to be taught and instructed.  Our hearts have been properly prepared to listen.  It is at this point that God speaks to us through His Word.  Philippians 4:5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men.  The Lord is near.  Colossians 3:12 So as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,  2:2 gentleness and patience.   
Now that you can receive the word how does this change a person?  Let’s look at verse 6: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  Have you ever been without food or water for a prolonged time?  Then you know that at that time all you could think about, and all your actions, revolved around remedying the situation.  This is what verse six is driving at –  you have no righteousness of your own, you hunger for what you are lacking.  You hunger for God’s righteousness, you hunger for God’s word and fellowship, you thirst for the living water only God can provide in your life.  You are crying out for these things and seek to be satisfied by God.  You pursue them with all of your heart.  1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.
Let’s take a look at verse 7: "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.   Why should we be merciful to others, perhaps even the people that have harmed us in the past?  When we come to Christ he gave us mercy beyond our comprehension to understand it.  As we progress in our Christian walk we become more Christ-like in our lives.  Because we are grateful for the mercy shown to us we embrace being merciful to others as a result.  Ephesians 2:4-5 4 But God being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).
We have mercy and now it is time for purity, verse 8: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.   In our pursuit to become more like Christ over time we seek to become pure.  We do this by living out the Word of God in our lives.  We cleanse ourselves of our sins by being washed clean with God’s Holy Scripture.  We learn the nature of God though His Word and we desire to live by it.  Job 33:9 I am pure, without transgression; I am innocent and there is no guilt in me.  Proverbs 21:8 The way of a guilty man is crooked, But as for the pure, his conduct is upright.
Now, when we get to verse 9 we have already become equipped by what has come before to live out this verse. "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.   Now that we have been given the peace of God in our lives we are compelled to share that peace with others.  We have been shown grace and have become reconciled with God.  As a result we desire to minister to the needs of others so that they too can become reconciled with the Lord.  God is the Great Reconciler, as His children we are to follow him and do the same.  John 20:21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 
In the remaining verses we see how much of the world will respond to your efforts to be like Christ. Verse 10: "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  As you become more like Christ in your walk, seeking His righteousness in your life, you will not be well-received by those living in the world.  Remember, the faithful followed Christ but the envious, wanting to preserve their status and power, beat and crucified Him.  Many rejected Him, so many will reject you.  John 15:20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

Verse 10: "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  As in the previous verse, many will treat you like Jesus was treated when you walk with the Lord and preach the Gospel.  The reason is that when a person is living in sin they don’t want anyone to expose their deeds.  No one doing evil wants to have a light cast on them so others can see the truth.  To preach the Gospel is to reveal the sin in someone’s life to them.  Some will repent and be saved, some will hear and have a seed planted that will grow in the future, but many will be offended by seeing their sin front and center.  John 3:20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  Luke 6:22 Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  1 Peter 3:9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.
Now we arrive at the last verse in this message, verse 12 –  the reason why! "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Rejoice and have unceasing fellowship with the Lord God Almighty for all eternity!  Rejoice and become part of the Heavenly Chorus singing praises to the King without end.  Rejoice and look forward to being reunited with loved ones that have gone before us to their reward in heaven.  Rejoice to be with the saints and the prophets.  Rejoice for Jesus has by His blood provided us salvation.  Psalm 68:3 But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God; Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.   Luke 1:47 my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.  Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.   1 Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice always.  Psalm 118:24 This is the day which the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
My soul rejoices and I am glad in my heart for the reward that awaits the faithful, Amen!  I hope you found this message of how a person becomes a Christian, and what the life of a Christian looks like, to be a blessing to you.  If you are already walking in faith today, Praise God!  If you’re on the outside looking in today please consider these three questions.
· How is your attitude today, are you poor in spirit, are you broken and at the end of yourself?
· How is your attitude towards the sin in your life, are you ready to repent and by grace be forgiven?
· And the last question I have for you before I end: Is today the day that you get a “Beatitude adjustment” in your life and come to Jesus?
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