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Those not familiar with the Bible may be under the impression that everything always went well for the persons written about in the Bible.  But upon reading in the Bible we find many instances of persons who suffered injustice at the hands of others, or who just came upon unfortunate times.  Sometimes the Bible persons even lamented that God wasn't aware of what was happening.  But others, who knew God was with them, endured the hard times, and did so with a good attitude.  Your attitude will dictate how well you get along in this life.  The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives should provide us with reason to have a good attitude.

Micah 7:1-7    Woe is me! For I am like those who gather summer fruits, like those who glean vintage grapes; there is no cluster to eat of the first-ripe fruit which my soul desires.  2  The faithful man has perished from the earth, and there is no one upright among men.  They all lie in wait for blood; every man hunts his brother with a net.  3  That they may successfully do evil with both hands-- the prince asks for gifts, the judge seeks a bribe, and the great man utters his evil desire; so they scheme together.  4  The best of them is like a brier; the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge; the day of your watchman and your punishment comes; now shall be their perplexity.  5  Do not trust in a friend; do not put your confidence in a companion; guard the doors of your mouth from her who lies in your bosom.  6  For son dishonors father, daughter rises against her mother, daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man's enemies are the men of his own household.  7  Therefore I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. 

The prophet Micah was writing about how the court system was corrupt.  Have you ever felt like the courts were not treating you well?  Ever wondered if God cared?, or if he even was aware of what was going on?  Micah knew how sometimes even the halls of justice could sometimes be administrated by wicked men.  Micah says that The faithful man has perished from the earth, and there is no one upright among men.  They all lie in wait for blood; every man hunts his brother with a net.  Not much to look forward to!  The faithful man is gone, only wicked men remain.  Even family members couldn't be trusted or counted on.  Verse six says ...a man's enemies are the men of his own household.  Under these circumstances a person could lose heart.  But Micah affirms in verse seven: Therefore I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.
Micah knew God was a good God.  Micah 6:8 says, He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?  God was not a slave driver, God was not a disinterested bystander.  Rather God was still communicating His will to Micah, and Micah writes about what it was that God would have him to do.  God was not interested in starting a revolution.  Injustices will always be here, the issue is how will we deal with it.  How will we continue to serve God?  Will we continue to serve God?  The book of Micah ends with these verses from chapter seven: 

Micah 7:18-20  Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in mercy.  19  He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities.  You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  20  You will give truth to Jacob and mercy to Abraham, which You have sworn to our fathers from days of old.  

Micah knew what God wanted and what God was all about.  He had a good outlook on his future; he had a positive attitude about how he was going to get along in an imperfect world because he knew the LORD.

Another Old Testament prophet wrote about his outlook on things too.  The prophet Habakkuk had a good attitude, an attitude that didn't depend on circumstances.  He wrote the following: 

Habakkuk 3:17-19   Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls--  18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  19  The LORD God is my strength; he will make my feet like deer's feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills.  
God would order his steps.  God will care for him.  God will be his strength.  That's reason to have a good attitude, even if the cupboards and bank accounts are empty.

The New Testament writers also knew how to get along regardless of their circumstances:

Hebrews 13:5-6   Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  6  So we may boldly say: "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?" 

Philippians 4:11-13  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content:  12  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound.  Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

1 Timothy 6:8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.

Luke 3:14 Likewise the soldiers asked him (John the Baptist), saying, "And what shall we do?"  So he said to them, "Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages."

Your attitude depends on YOU.  You have every reason to have a positive attitude, knowing the God loves you, is always with you, and cares so very much for you.  Look up-- look to Jesus!
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