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Many of the widely recognized doctrines (authoritative teachings) in orthodox Christianity have been given descriptive titles, though these title words may not be expressly found within the scriptures. These doctrinal titles include The Trinity, The Rapture, and The Atonement. These are singular terms used to describe a body of knowledge derived from the Bible. This teaching concerns itself with the doctrine of The Atonement, more specifically, The Atonement of Jesus Christ. The Atonement of Jesus Christ is, in short, reconciliation of the guilty by divine sacrifice.
Hebrews 10:1-18 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 3 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 

To understand and appreciate The Atonement of Jesus Christ, some background understanding is required. Because each major Bible doctrine is found throughout the Bible, the Atonement will be a theme found from Genesis to Revelation. Thus, the more you are familiar with the entire Bible, the clearer your understanding of these doctrines will be. Read! Study!
Genesis 22:8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering…  John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. Revelation 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain

The Atonement of Jesus Christ reveals the victorious act of a sinless, righteous man, Jesus Christ, suffering and dying according to the will and plan of God. This death of a guiltless man became the perfect sacrifice, thereby satisfying God’s bar of judgment. Because Christ died without sin his death became substitutionary. Those who claim faith in Christ are covered by His shed blood, the perfect shed blood of Jesus Christ. Atonement for Sin thus makes a way for sinful, imperfect men to escape from the wrath of God, and to have their sins forgiven. To have one’s sins forgiven is the most important event in any person’s life. It is this forgiveness of sins which allows a previously sinful being to enter into the presence of a Holy God.

Isaiah 53:6-7 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

In Old Testament times, it was required of the priest to provide a living sacrifice to temporarily atone (provide a path for forgiveness) for the sins of the people. This sacrifice was an animal or animals which had to be without spot or blemish (a foreshadowing of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world). With these perpetual sacrifices God was not pleased, though to satisfy judgment they must be done.

Why did blood have to be shed? Why not just pronounce people’s sins forgiven and bypass the horror and vulgarity of bloody sacrifices? A lot of invented religions do just that, they discount the blood of Christ and rely on man’s works and penance to compensate for sinfulness. But what they overlook is that sin is horrible – exceedingly horrible. It steals dreams, it robs hopes, and it destroys lives. Sin is no minor blip on the screen of your life – the scriptures teach that sin is central to any mortal. Yet through the atoning death of Christ we can have access to the manifold grace of God, and we can be righteous in God’s eyes.
Romans 5:13-18 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.
Because of the Resurrection of Christ (major doctrine) and the Blood of Christ (major doctrine), sinful man can be made righteous in God’s sight and have restored communion with God, which sin had destroyed. This is no small thing, because when fellowship with God, through Christ, is restored, a multitude of other blessings become available to the believer. It has been said that “healing is in the atonement.” That is an accurate statement. In fact, every benefit to the Christian believer is a result of the Atonement of Christ and the restored fellowship we have with God. Following are a few benefits we forfeit when living in rebellion against God, but we gain when we are in relationship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ’s atoning work on the Cross.

Peace with God 2 Corinthians 2:11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.
Forgiveness of Sins 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Healing of the Body  1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit  Acts 19:2-6 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 

Material Provision  Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Victory over Sin  Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.   Comfort 1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
Beloved, The Atonement of Christ was the greatest act of love, the greatest act of mercy, and the greatest opportunity for lost and sinful man that the world has ever seen. In Christ is the fullness of joy, provision, prosperity, health, peace, purpose, confidence, and on and on. He has broken down the wall of partition between a Holy God and sinful man by his death. He Atoned for you and for me, for those who would call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved from their sins and God’s judgment. This is very, very good news!
Ephesians 2:13-16 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.
John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  There is no greater friend you or I will ever have than the Lord of lords and King of kings, Jesus Christ the Savior. He has made a way for us by his own atoning sacrifice. He lives today and is seated at the right hand of God making intercession for us!
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