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There is a saying that the person you will be five years from now will be a result of the books you read and the people you associate with.  When the New Testament church was in its infancy the apostle Peter preached to the multitudes in the second chapter of Acts.  He told the people some important things that they had to do if they were going to have any part in the kingdom of God, and if they were going to have any success in the kingdom of God.  Peter told them that it began with repentance, then being baptized and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, further that it was the responsibility of the people to see to it that they did what it took to save themselves from the wickedness that was round about them.  But then to go all the way, he told them about the power of association.

Acts 2:38-47  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

The advantages, and disadvantages, of association are manifold.  Let us examine the useful aspects of Christians associating with the people of God.

Associate with People of Commitment

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
It should be the desire of every Christian to associate with the church of God.  When Peter preached, the people were ready to receive the message and, when they received the message, they were added to the church.  I’ve never seen any Christian who was growing, adding to the kingdom of God, and moving in God’s Spirit who where not in church associating with other Christians.  It takes commitment to be part of a church.  Like-minded people encourage one another.  God make people this way.  Psalms 119:63  I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts.

Associate with People with a Purpose

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

The apostles were teaching Christian doctrine, including teaching on forgiveness, prayer, salvation, obedience, the Word of God, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, water baptism, witnessing, love, giving, the Second Coming of Christ, and much, much more.  They were doing this even at meal time and during times of fellowship.  What do you know about these subjects?  What about the subject of sanctification, justification, redemption or prophecy?  The Christians had a purpose in Christ, and they made it their business to learn all they could about their new Savior.  Do you want to know more about the Savior?  Get around people of God with a purpose, associate with them and you may find you have a higher purpose also.

Associate with People of Authority Who Will Lead and Protect You

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
In my view, the number one reason why many Christians either don’t go to church at all, or, if they do to, they bounce from church to church, is because they don’t want to have anything to do with church discipline.  Church discipline works two ways.  The first is that those in authority in the church can protect you from others.  Acts 20:27-29  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  And also they can confront you, and teach you that you can correct the errors in your life.  Matthew 18:15-17  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. Galatians 6:1-2  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Associate with People Whose Hearts God Has Touched

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 

The saints had all things common.  They saw to it that their people were taken care of.  Is your pride and ego causing your family to go hungry?  Did you know that God has an army of people who know how to give?  Your family doesn’t have to go without, and neither do you. Ephesians 4:28  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.  When God touches the heart of a thief, the thief now does things God’s way, and God’s way is to work with your hands such that you have to give to those in need.

Associate with the Ungodly at Your Own Risk

Remember, the person you will be five years from now is dependent upon what you will read and who you will associate with….1 Corinthians 5:11  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.  1 Corinthians 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

Associate with the Godly to Succeed as a Christian

For Enjoyment:  Psalms 92:13  Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God.

For Encouragement:  Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

For Edification:  1 Thessalonians 5:11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

For Everyone:  1 Corinthians 12:26-27  If one part [of the church] suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
For Eternity:  Colossians 1:18  And He [Jesus Christ] is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 
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