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There are many physical principles that are not questioned, rather, they are understood, accepted, and we live within those principles if we want to succeed. Gravity – this is a physical principle (or law) that we live within and depend on. No one complains about it. No one tries to change it. It is what it is. Physical principles apply in science, engineering, mathematics. They apply to music, to grammar, to giving. There are understood principles regarding human interaction, economics, husbandry, and the list goes on and on. When principles are understood and applied, the results are always good. When they are not understood, or denied, and we apply contradictory behavior to these principles, then the results range from disappointing to disastrous. In the kingdom of Heaven there is the Principle of Asking. Understand it, use it, work within it, and succeed. Let’s seek to understand this principle and in doing so improve our Christian walk and value to the kingdom of God!
Consider the words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 7:7-8  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Here clearly Jesus is teaching about asking. How many Christians have these mistaken beliefs:
· God already knows what I need, so I don’t need to ask.

· If I ask God more than once for something, it shows a lack of faith.

Well, those two beliefs appear to make sense, here are two verses that seem to affirm both beliefs: Matthew 6:7-8 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. Now, when interpreting the Bible, take all that the scriptures have to say on a subject, Genesis to Revelation. Not just one verse or one small passage. And what about Matthew 6:7-8? Consider this – there is a difference between repetition and vain repetition. Further, the heathen (un-redeemed, lost, unsaved) make no headway in prayer. Useless chants, vain repetitions, mindless inventions of man to reach God are just that, useless, vain, and mindless. They think speaking a lot of words by themselves will move God. Hardly. It’s the content, the attitude of the heart, the motivation – that’s what God is after. Certainly God knows what we need before we ask, or else he wouldn’t be God. But that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t ask. We actually should ask, and keep on asking. To ask only once, or to never ask, is just plain wrong; it is an error in understanding.
Jesus, when teaching his disciples, repeated what was said in the Sermon on the Mount, and this time he applied it to a real-life situation. Luke 11:5-10 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? 7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth. 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 
“Importunity” is more than “persistence.” It is “a constant and insistent demanding.” In other words, not taking “no” for an answer. There is a salesperson in my company who has done so much with so little it is amazing. She has a good attitude, she works long and hard, and she has mastered the ASK – Ask, Seek, Knock –  principle. She doesn’t take “no” for an answer, at least not the first few times. She will call, call, and call again, asking for an appointment. When turned down, she’ll travel at distance to the place and knock on the door. She comes home with the sale. This is a must-attribute for a salesperson. Suppose a salesperson called a prospect once, left a message, and expected a return call. Then when asked by company leadership what is the status of the account, the salesperson would say, “I called and am waiting for them to call back.” They think they have done their part, yet any professional salesperson knows that this doesn’t work. Statistics show that most sales are made on the eighth contact. This too is how the kingdom of God works – insistent persistence and asking! Another sales person I know calls me regularly, he shows up, he brings solutions, he asks what I need and he goes and gets it. He’s persistent. He makes the sale. The principle is universal – ASK. Even the unsaved can use this principle and succeed – it is how the universe is made. To date I have been on four international missionary trips. I sent out letters to raise support. I asked God first, then friends second. Every year when donations come in I weep before God and pray specifically for each supporter. Is God glorified in this? Of course He is! But I had to ask! How precious it is to participate in the work of the kingdom, and see many blessed, me included!
Does God the Father know that you need the infilling of the Holy Spirit? Of course he does. But there is even an asking component in receiving the Holy Spirit. Reading further in Luke chapter 11, we read this, Luke 11:11-13 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Well-meaning persons in the Christian community deny that we have to ask God for the Holy Spirit. They conclude that the Holy Spirit takes up residence in the believer upon conversion. This is true – but there is more to the process. There is an infilling, an impartation of power, that comes upon the believer as they seek after the Spirit of God (third person of the Holy Trinity, who magnifies Christ and empowers the believer). But we have to ask! Accept it, live within it, and succeed. Deny it and do so to your own detriment. 

Within the Principle of Asking there are boundaries. James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. James the apostle is talking to the Christian community. He accuses them of lust, killing, warring, all because they want something that they could properly have had if they had the right motives and if they asked properly. James goes on to say that you asked amiss because you wanted to consume it on your own lusts. Wonderful testimony to a lost world, warring Christians. Grow up!
James the apostle is my kind of minister. He told people the truth. He probably didn’t win any popularity contests, since then, like now, there are many lustful, worldly, unrepentant Christians in the camp. God love them. If they would only forsake their sin and lust. If they would embrace Christian teaching and be changed. If they would take their zeal, determination, and talents and rather than wanting to heap up more and more goods upon themselves, would channel that focus and energy into asking rightly instead of amiss, think of how much more could be accomplished in their own lives as well as in the kingdom of God! 

If we need wisdom, then James has something to say on this too, James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. This is all consistent with the will of God. Behold, 1 John 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. Now, is this not much better than asking amiss? But we have to ask, and we have to ask consistent with God’s will, and then there are no limits! Do you believe this passage: Ephesians 3:20-21 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. If you believe it, act like it. Ask the Lord, that He may exceed your request!
Beloved, the Principle of Asking is a real, biblical, important principle. The Father loves us, God desires relationship with us. Like the natural father wants to give and provide for his children, so much more our Heavenly Father desires that for us. We have to ask, we have to be persistent, our motives must be honorable, and this is God’s way. It’s how it is. Let us close with some more precious promises regarding asking, now that we know the boundaries and the truth about asking. Beloved, ask of God for your needs! In faith glorify God!
Matthew 21:22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. John 14:13-14 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. John 16:23-24 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 
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