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Have you ever wished you could erase part of your past? Have you ever dreamt of what it would be like to have made productive choices rather than destructive choices? When we are thinking clearly we tend to make good choices, but when the heat is on, when we're around bad association, when our mental faculties are impaired by drugs or alcohol, or when we're engaging in behavior inconsistent with the kingdom of God (lawlessness, pornography, gambling) then we may well do things to ourselves or others that we sorely regret. It’s compounded when we knew better, but did the wrong thing anyway, and the harm it caused was irreversible. What then? Is there any hope in God? If the event is irreversible, then it seems as if there really is no hope. We may feel forced to drown our pain in more destructive behavior. The Good News is that there is an answer, and that answer is in Christ Jesus. Let us look at the life of a man who dropped the ball big time, but received another chance. That person is the apostle to the Jews, the disciple of Jesus, Peter. Let’s consider Peter as we step through (primarily) the Book of Matthew.

Peter Called to Follow Jesus... Peter is first introduced in Matthew 4:18 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. Peter is the first chosen to be a disciple. Peter was at work, and Jesus came by and called him to the work of the ministry, and Peter didn't hesitate, didn't bargain, but in child-like faith left his nets and followed Jesus. 

The Twelve Disciples... Later in Matthew chapter 10 the names of the twelve disciples are recorded, and look who is named first. Matthew 10:2-5 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent forth... Peter is off to a good start. He has faith in the words of Jesus; he has chosen to follow him. He even has a first-place position, as it were, among the twelve disciples. Peter is getting his chance to serve the Son of God!

Walking on the sea... Jesus had that day fed the 5000 with five loaves and two fishes. While he was dispersing the multitude he sent the disciples to a ship to cross over to their next ministry location. As Jesus set himself apart to pray a storm arose and the ship the disciples were on was tossed about. Jesus came walking on the water and told them not to be afraid. Matthew 14:28-31 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? Thus Peter, the one with faith, got out of the boat. In his humanity his faith weakened (understandable!), but nevertheless, he was the one who believed God, and he was the one who called to Jesus, and Jesus said "come" and Peter did just that. Peter was a special disciple; he was bold, decisive, and loved Jesus very much. Jesus was his best friend.

Thou are the Christ... In Matthew 15 Jesus explains a parable, and none of the disciples understand it. Only Peter asks for what the meaning is. Peter is confident around Jesus, and as a friend he has open communication with him. Then in the next chapter Jesus is teaching his disciples and he asks them whom do men say that I the Son of man am? They all gave answerers of what men were saying. Jesus asks a more direct question. Matthew 16:15-19 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven... Peter is really making headway now, he's the principle disciple, and he is the one who has the revelation of who Jesus Christ is. With Jesus standing right in front of him Peter makes his declaration. Peter is given the chance to make a confession, and he is spot on! Truly this is a pillar of the church in the making! From an uneducated fisherman to the first disciple to the one who walked on water by faith in Jesus to the one with revelation knowledge! And on top of all that Peter is to receive the keys to the kingdom of Heaven! What an opportunity - he's getting his big chance and the big chance is bigger all the time. Surely he's destined for good, good times!

Peter Rebukes Jesus... Right after Jesus declares that Peter will receive the keys to the kingdom of Heaven, Jesus foretells his passion, how he will suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed. Peter then speaks up... Matthew 16:22-23 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. At first blush this might look harsh. Peter was trying to comfort Jesus, and even himself and the others. But Jesus wasn't asking questions here, he was telling. Let us be warned here that when God speaks to our hearts, or to us through the scriptures, if we choose to disobey then we prefer the things of men and not of God. Peter is getting off course here, and a sharp rebuke is in order. Good intentions are unmasked by Christ with Peter; they can be with us also. Do we really savor (prefer) the things of God, or the things of men? There is no bargaining with God. We are to hear and obey. 

The Mount of Transfiguration... In Matthew chapter 17 we begin with the account of the transfiguration. Of the twelve disciples, only three are invited. Matthew 17:1-7 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. The point to make here is that Peter has the chance to be with Jesus and only two other disciples. Nine disciples stayed behind. Jesus is transfigured, and the disciples who saw it marveled. A voice from heaven comes! Jesus is speaking with Moses and Elijah! Add this to the numerous healings, casting out of devils, and persons raised from the dead that Peter witnessed, and you have a man with a special calling in the kingdom of Heaven. He has a chance to excel, having been with the Jesus for so much of his ministry, and in Jesus' inner circle. What further opportunity does he need to do right and prove himself?!

Seventy times Seven... Peter had a question on forgiveness in Matthew 18:21-22 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. Peter thought he was doing good to forgive a brother seven times in one day. Jesus shocks them by saying seventy times seven (490!) in one day! So Peter learns more; he learns because he asks, and Jesus answers someone who asks an honest question with a seeking heart!

We Have Forsaken All... Jesus had just interacted with the rich young ruler, and it was clear that this young man placed his trust in the riches of this world. The disciples wondered who could then be saved, and Jesus said that with God all things are possible. Matthew 19:27-29 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. It's Peter who speaks up and says they have forsaken all, and they had! Now they would, in the life to come, rule over the twelve tribes of Israel. Pretty heady stuff! Peter is having it all laid out before him. How many of us in our youth believe God and have the best of intentions only to drop the ball. Did you have before you what Peter had before him? Is it even possible Peter could drop the ball? 

Over the next six chapters in Matthew Peter's name is not mentioned. In this time the disciples are present to hear many more parables and to hear again the telling of Jesus' passion, how he will be condemned to death. Then there is the triumphal entry into Jerusalem which surely upset the religious leaders, but many men and women were receiving Jesus joyfully. These are easy times for the disciples indeed. Everyone is celebrating, and it's easy to be a follower of Christ under these conditions. Jesus teaches many more parables, and by chapter 23 he's coming on strong against the religious leaders - those by whom many people were being led astray and given a false impression of who God really was. Jesus was speaking very sharply against them, for they misled the people. Jesus teaches on yet more parables and speaks of the end times and the Judgment of the Nations in Matthew 25:31-46. Jesus is then anointed at Bethany, a prelude to his death.

The Last Supper... The disciples are with Jesus at the Last Supper. Judas has left to betray The Master. They departed to the Mount of Olives where Jesus did some more teaching on his pending death, and said that all the disciples would be offended because of him this very night. Matthew 26:33-41 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men  shall be offended because of thee, yet  will I never be offended. 34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. 36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Peter is about to drop the ball. He's gung-ho while with the disciples and Jesus, but the pressure is about to come on. Jesus said to "watch and pray" but the disciples fall asleep. Note that Jesus says that the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. What about us? Is our spirit, that which is made alive toward God on receiving Christ, still subject to the flesh, which is weak? If we give way to the flesh than indeed we can drop the ball and do those things we'd have never dreamed of and go on to regret. In the Garden of Gethsemane sinners came to arrest Jesus. The pressure was really on now, and in one of the saddest verses in all of scripture we read in Matthew 26:56... Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.

Peter Denies Jesus... Everyone fled, and Jesus was left alone in the hands of sinners. He had prayed that this cup would pass from him, but nevertheless not his will but the will of the Father be done. Jesus thus laid down his life according to the will of God and the plan of the ages. Peter ran off and found a place, he hoped, of solitude. Yet... Matthew 26:69-75 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70 But he denied before them  all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid  saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow  was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 73 And after a while came unto him  they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one  of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. Earlier Peter was following the arresting soldiers and Jesus from afar off (Matthew 26:58). He let down his best friend. He denied he even knew him, not once, not twice, but three times! This is beyond tragic. The Prince of Peace, betrayed into the hands of sinners by one of his own disciples, Judas, and abandoned by these same disciples, is in the end denied by his first chosen disciple, Peter. Peter went out and wept bitterly. In the Book of Luke Peter's denial is even more heartbreaking, Luke 22:60-62 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. He looked upon Jesus right at the instant the cock crew, he faced Jesus, and he denied him, and he was sore ashamed and wept bitterly.

Have we ever wept bitterly over something we have done that cannot be undone? Have we wished a thousand times we could undo what we have done? If only we could have another chance, we would do the right thing! How much worse does it get for someone who had their chance and blew it? Peter had it all going his way, and he was even warned, but he still denied his best friend and watched him be beaten and crucified. It couldn't be undone. What's done was done. Peter, a young man, now has a ruined life to look forward to. He wanted to do right, but he dropped the ball. He sinned, and he played the fool. Satan had wanted to sift him like wheat (Luke 22:31), but Jesus prayed for Peter, and Peter would later benefited from that prayer. Still Peter denied Jesus, the one he had declared to be The Christ the Son of the Living God.

Go Tell Peter... So the Kindest Man who ever lived, Jesus Christ, dies for the sin of the world. He is killed, then laid in a tomb. Yet Jesus foretold his resurrection, and after the third day that's exactly what happened! The women came to the tomb, and the stone had been rolled away. They came in and saw an angel and they were afraid. Mark 16:6-7 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. 7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. Fascinating! Go tell the disciples and Peter! God is a God of forgiveness and Jesus was going to forgive Peter. Will Peter receive this, or will he retreat into paralysis and regret for the rest of his life? The women ran to tell the disciples and Peter. John 20:1-6 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher. 2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know not where they have laid him. 3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulcher. 4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulcher. 5 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulcher... Peter was getting another chance! And he took it!! He was specified by name by the angel, and when the women told him he ran to the tomb! Yet at this point Peter had not seen the risen Christ. In the last chapter of the last Gospel we read the account of when Peter meets Jesus after the resurrection. Peter was fishing, and they weren't having any success. Jesus spoke from the shore, but no one knew it was him. He said for them to cast their nets on the other side, and when they did they couldn't even draw their nets due to the multitude of fishes. Peter, upon realizing it was the Lord, dove into the water to swim back sooner than the boat could row. Jesus invited them to come and dine (John 21:12). Jesus then addresses Peter in the "Feed my Sheep" discourse, where Peter is receiving his last earthly instructions - and it's about proper ministry to people. People are the heartbeat of God. Relationship is the heartbeat of God. Here we see Peter, restored, given another chance. Here Peter faces Jesus, this time not to deny him, but to receive instructions on what to do next. God is about forgiveness (70x7); Peter is given another chance!

Peter in the Book of Acts... Peter gets another chance and is greatly used of God. He indeed "Feeds My Sheep" as Jesus instructed. He's a leader who leads the prayer team in the upper room waiting for the promise of the Holy Ghost. Let's look at a key verse in the following opening chapters. 

· Peter is a respected leader, Acts 1:15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples... 
· Peter, after being filled with the Holy Ghost, stands up and preaches at Pentecost, quoting from the Book of Joel, and leading the infant church as it advances the kingdom of Heaven. Acts 2:16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel...

· Peter goes to the temple at the hour of prayer, and seeing a lame beggar declares in Acts 3:6...Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. The man is healed and God is glorified!
· Peter and John were imprisoned, but Peter still preached boldly as in Acts 4:12 Neither is their salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. 

· Ananias and Sapphira, two Christian people, thought it a good idea to purposely make a show of generosity when in fact they were deceitful. Peter asks Ananias in Acts 5:4...Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart, thou has not lied unto men, but unto God. Peter told is straight and the infant church is awed at the seriousness of the work of Christ.
· The church was being established, and there was a need for some help with lower level ministry. Peter instructed them to find good men to fulfill this need, Acts 6:4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

The ministry of Peter is found through Acts 15. He is a leader in the church, respected, one who ministers healing, wisdom, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. He is a man of prayer and a student of the scriptures. He is the apostle to the Jews. Indeed Christ is using him in the early church. Jesus said to the woman who anointed his feet with perfume and washed them with her tears in Luke 7:47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. Is it any wonder Peter loved Jesus so? He who had everything going his way, and blew it so brazenly and despicably, is now the pillar of the early church and a fireball for Christ! What a comeback!
The Books of 1 and 2 Peter... The capstone of his ministry is the two letters, entitled 1 Peter and 2 Peter. Though short, they are packed with godly instruction on a multitude of subjects, including the New Birth, the suffering of Christ, teaching on wives and husbands (Peter was married), prayer, suffering and reward, God's grace, false prophets and false teachers, the Lord's coming, repentance, and, finally, an exhortation to fully develop in our Christian walk, 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Not a bad finish! Peter started well, messed up badly, but was restored and finished well. Beloved, this is the will of God for you who have started well, had good teaching, knew the truth, but then turned away and messed up badly. Christ is ready to restore you to what he wants you to be, which is his child growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God is offering another chance. Will you accept that invitation? Will you kneel before him and recommit your life anew and afresh to him? Will you let him have his way with you? If Peter can make a comeback, any of us can too. God bless you as you take the next step in your life in Christ Jesus. The devil meant it for evil, but God meant it for good. Christ can make all things new. It’s a bright day in the kingdom of God. Make things right with God and see how other things begin to fall into place for you and for God’s glory. World without end, Amen!
He came to my desk with a quivering lip,

the lesson was done.
"Have you a new sheet for me, dear teacher?

I've spoiled this one."
I took his sheet, all soiled and blotted

and gave him a new one all unspotted.
And into his tired heart I cried,
"Do better now, my child."
I went to the throne with a trembling heart, the day was done.
"Have you a new day for me Dear Master, I've spoiled this one?"
He took my day all soiled and blotted
And gave me a new one all unspotted.
And into my tired heart He cried,
"Do better now my child."

How bitter were Peter’s tears at the denial of Christ. How weak we can be; how vulnerable we are! Which of us knows not what it was like as a schoolchild, having spoiled an assignment and being upset. Which of us also knows not, as an adult, having made choices and taken actions that have blotted our hearts and left us with bitter tears? It’s time to ask forgiveness and, with God’s help, go and sin no more (John 8:11).
Many a person in the pages of scriptures had done that which was not unto edification, but had a comeback and were used of God. The grace of God was shed abroad in their hearts. Though there are consequences to our actions, yet the scriptures teach in 1 John 3:20-24  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. We experience the grace of God and the forgiveness and love of God, and our hearts are healed in regard to crushing and debilitating guilt and regret. The Holy Spirit of God bears witness to this in our hearts and ministers to us the grace of God.
Moses the murderer was used of God afterward; David the adulterer was used of God afterward; Paul the apostle the home and church-wrecker was used of God afterward. And you and I can be used of God afterward as well, despite a poor start or a good start and poor interim we can still recover and move forward advancing the kingdom of God and get another chance! Let God wipe away your tears!
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

When we've been here ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.
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