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Sex sins are a fact of life.  They began in the book of Genesis (remember Sodom and Gomorrah?) and are with us unto this day.  Sex sins exist because of man's sinful nature and his lack of control.  But can a man be changed?  If he can't (though he wants to), then Christianity is without power.  If he wants forgiveness, but there is none, then Christianity is selective (that is, only some can receive forgiveness, but not all).  If a man cannot change after becoming a Christian, then Christianity is a waste of time, being maybe useful for philosophical purposes, but not able to meet the needs of a person in a tangible way.  This lesson focuses on sexual sins.  The first passage deals with when Jesus met a woman taken in adultery, the second when Paul addressed the church at Corinth.
John 8:2-11    Now early in the morning He (Jesus) came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them.  3  Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery.  And when they had set her in the midst, 4  they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.  5  "Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?"  6  This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him.  But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.  7  So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first."  8  And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.  9  Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last.  And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.  10  When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours?  Has no one condemned you?"  11  She said, "No one, Lord."  And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." 
1 Corinthians 6:9-20   Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,  10  nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  11  And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  12  All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful.  All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  13  Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them.  Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  14  And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  15  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!  16  Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?  For "the two," He says, "shall become one flesh."  17  But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  18  Flee sexual immorality.  Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.  19  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  20  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.

Did you read the two passages carefully?  If you want an answer to sex sins, you would be wise to consider them.  The Bible does not contradict itself, and the Bible does not wink at sin.  Paul said in the above passage in 1 Corinthians, Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.

The scripture is clear, if you are involved in fornication (sexual intercourse between unmarried persons), adultery (sexual intercourse between a married person and another not the spouse), homosexuals (of or having sexual desire for those of the same sex-- gay; lesbian), sodomy (abnormal sexual intercourse-- as with two persons of the same sex), other sexual sins: incest (sexual intercourse between persons too closely related to marry legally), pornography (writing, photographs, etc., intended to arouse sexual desire), rape (the crime of having sexual intercourse with a woman forcibly and without her consent-- or with a young girl or child, rather female or male), then Heaven will not be your home.  Sex sin is never condoned in the scriptures.  It is without question sin and those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  This means that they will die in their sins and go to hell, not heaven; they also will not experience the abundant life of earth Jesus spoke of in John 10:10, ...I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  

But notice that when Jesus met the woman taken in adultery, He didn't tell her that all was well and to not worry about it.  He said first that He didn't condemn her, and second he said go and sin no more.  Is that cheap?  Think about it, what was she supposed to do?  What would you have her to do?  Penance?  Walk on a bed of coals?  What about you?  What should you do to pay for your sins?  How can you go back and undo the things you have done?  Do you have anything in your past for the which you are ashamed?  (Recall that Paul included thieves in the list of those who would not make Heaven their home!)

Jesus did not come to condemn (John 3:17, For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.), but rather He came to save.  He came to save men from their sin and from the penalty that that sin brings.  Make no mistake about it, there is a penalty for sin.  Jesus died to satisfy that penalty, that all who would call upon Him might receive God's forgiveness.  

When Paul wrote to the people in the Corinthian church, he was writing to people who had been, in their past, involved in every kind of sexual sin possible.  And if they continued that way, they would not have inherited the kingdom of God.  But they received Christ, and they received Christ's forgiveness, for Paul wrote, And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  Christ has the power to change lives, and He changed theirs.  He can change lives in 1992 also.  

Paul continued to write in 1 Corinthians chapter six about how one who commits sexual sins is actually sinning against his own body.  God commands sexual purity, and whoever commits sexual sins (whether people today or people in the Bible-- David, Judah, Onan, Abraham, the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, Solomon, etc.) does so to his own detriment.  Their is a price to pay.  Better to recognize God's forgiveness and begin living pure lives before God, rather than sow a crop of misery that is a part of sexual immorality.  God is ready to give another chance.  Will we accept it?
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