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What is "The Anointing"?  The dictionary definition is, 1. To apply oil, ointment, or a similar substance to. 2. To put oil on during a religious ceremony as a sign of sanctification or consecration. 3. To choose by or as if by divine intervention.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit is when the Holy Spirit comes upon a man in such a way as to endue the man with a power and ability that was outside of the man beforehand.  When one is anointed with oil, he has oil poured over him.  When one is anointed with the Holy Ghost, we know it to be a pouring out (liberally) of God's power upon the person.  What is the purpose of the anointing?  Let us look at one example in the Bible where the anointing of God made the difference.

1 Samuel 11  Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped against Jabeshgilead: and all the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee. 2 And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, On this condition will I make a covenant with you, that I may thrust out all your right eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all Israel. 3 And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days' respite, that we may send messengers unto all the coasts of Israel: and then, if there be no man to save us, we will come out to thee. 4 Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the people: and all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 5 And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of the field; and Saul said, What aileth the people that they weep? And they told him the tidings of the men of Jabesh. 6 And the spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly. 7 And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the coasts of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen. And the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they came out with one consent. 8 And when he numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9 And they said unto the messengers that came, Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabeshgilead, To morrow, by that time the sun be hot, ye shall have help. And the messengers came and showed it to the men of Jabesh; and they were glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, To morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do with us all that seemeth good unto you. 11 And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day: and it came to pass, that they which remained were scattered, so that two of them were not left together. 12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we may put them to death. 13 And Saul said, There shall not a man be put to death this day: for to day the LORD hath wrought salvation in Israel. 14 Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD; and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

The anointing is necessary to meet exceptional needs.  3 And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days' respite, that we may send messengers unto all the coasts of Israel: and then, if there be no man to save us, we will come out to thee. 4 Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the people: and all the people lifted up their voices, and wept.
Would you consider it an exceptional need when a bully nation comes up to you and tells you that one of the conditions of your continued existence is that as their servants all of the men have to have their right eye thrust out?  Remember back then that warring nations used shields, and right-handed men (which most persons are) held their shields in their left hand and in battle only looked around the shield with their right eye.  No right eye, no ability to fight.  The devil wants to "thrust out your right eye also."  He wants to make you ineffective for fighting the good fight of faith.  But when you give your life to Christ, and purpose to follow God in righteousness, and do the right things, then God will meet the needs in your life, and you'll see victory in the little areas and also in the very difficult areas, because the anointing of God will be there.

The Anointing produces faith.  5 And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of the field; and Saul said, What aileth the people that they weep? And they told him the tidings of the men of Jabesh. 6 And the spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly.
The anointing of God came upon Saul, the first king of Israel.  Saul got a good start as king and looked to have promise.  He was a tall man, but he was a humble man; a man from humble beginnings.  Even after becoming a king, Saul was out with the herd doing regular work (a good example to modern day politicians).  Then he saw people weeping, and he asked what was the matter.  When they told him, the Bible says the spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly.  Why didn't the anointing come upon the men of Jabesh?  Answer:  Saul was serving God and was believing God.  The men of Jabesh went out to meet the Ammonites already prepared to concede the battle.  It was not God's will for the men of Jabesh to serve anyone.  Yet Saul had faith in God, and the anointing came upon him and increased his faith.  Saul was not going to let this go by, he had an increased measure of faith because the anointing of God was upon him.

The Anointing provides wisdom.  7 And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the coasts of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen. And the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they came out with one consent.
Saul had faith, but he was yet one man, and he had a nation of people who had no will to fight.  They were afraid.  Before Saul could fight the Ammonites, he had to get his people with him.  Saul took a yoke of oxen, cut them up into pieces, and sent them throughout the land with a warning that the same would become of their oxen if they didn't join with Saul's leadership.  Saul could have threatened to kill people, but he only threatened the oxen.  The people did not have to fear for their lives at the hand of their king, but they did get the message.  Then, the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they joined Saul to a man.  What situation are you in?  Do you need wisdom?  The Bible says in Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  Also, James 1:5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  The anointing produces wisdom, because God is the source of wisdom.  No God, no wisdom; know God, know wisdom!

The Anointing brings encouragement.  9 And they said unto the messengers that came, Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabeshgilead, To morrow, by that time the sun be hot, ye shall have help. And the messengers came and showed it to the men of Jabesh; and they were glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, To morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do with us all that seemeth good unto you.
The anointing encourages you and those around you!  The men of Jabesh received word that Saul was coming to help.  They were glad!  The people were encouraged and then went out to the Ammonites and said, To morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do with us all that seemeth good unto you.  But it was a set up.  They knew help was on the way and they told the Ammonites to come back tomorrow.  You too can be encouraged to do the right thing when the anointing is on you.  Further, those around you can be encouraged too.  Your family and friends can be encouraged that you're going to be a new person, changed by the power of God.  God can make up the difference in broken relationships when the anointing is on your life.  If you need encouragement, or if those close to you need encouragement, then seek God for his anointing on that situation.

The Anointing gets the victory.  11 And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day: and it came to pass, that they which remained were scattered, so that two of them were not left together.
God has ordained that his people would be the head and not the tail.  It is not your fate to be kicked around by the devil for the rest of your life.  God has work for you to do.  The Bible tells us in Ephesians 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  We have good works to do, not works that bring death and misery, not poverty and lack, not rejection and unhappiness, not any of that stuff.  God is good, and he has good things for us.  Let us not take the devil's offerings of grief, death, and turmoil.  Rather when the enemy comes to thrust out our eye let us look him in the eye, and with the anointing of God upon us, cast him out and scatter him abroad.  God will give us the victory, and the victory comes with the anointing.
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