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Within the Christian community it will come as a surprise to no one that there are many forms of expression, emphasis, worship, methods, and dispositions regarding the things of the kingdom of God. For the new Christian it can be confusing, for those outside of the Christian community it can be one more reason to reject the claims of Christ, seeing as how His own church, they say, cannot even agree on many matters. Attitudes of superiority only compound the skepticism of many unbelievers; most people reject the “my way or the highway” attitude when found among the Saints of the Lord. Let us consider a brief teaching by the Lord Jesus Himself on this subject and glean some attitudes we’d all do well to consider.

Luke 9:46-50 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest. 47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, and set him by him, 48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my name receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be great. 49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. 50 And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us. 

The passage above describes a time when the disciples of Jesus were talking among themselves. They were with the Lord Himself, and they were getting pretty proud of that. Of all the world, of all the times, it was in their time and with them that Jesus was ministering. Pretty heady stuff!

And like all good people who get to thinking more highly of themselves than they ought, they decided that simple ministry wasn’t good enough, wasn’t exciting enough, and a new revelation was in order, a new hope, a new dream, a new experience was needed! So they wanted to know who would be the greatest! The odious sin of pride is second to none in the dung heap of human attitudes. 
Then Jesus did what God Almighty always does – he astounded everyone by talking of children, and about receiving a child. How innocent. How anti-power mongering! How 180 degrees away from position, authority, and empire building! Jesus said if you want to be great, be the least. Wow! No one ever heard this before! No armies, no fortress, no new government, no robes, no titles, no pomp or circumstance, no bands playing “Hail to the Disciples.” Oh well, so much for being a big shot. If you will serve Christ, be prepared to be a little shot. John the Baptist said, concerning Jesus, “he must increase and I must decrease.” That’s God’s way beloved!
So the disciples were caught off guard. Their attitudes were wrong and Jesus gave a brief teaching. But rather than acknowledge the teaching and seek deeper understanding, and repent of their ignorance and indifference, they launch into finding fault with someone else. Does this sound like overcoming human nature, or does this sound like many church people of our day? Are we still wondering why the unsaved go on being unsaved year after year? Do we really wonder why revival doesn’t come to our country, our state, our city, our workplace, our neighborhood, even our home, even to us personally? There’s a reason why the Bible says in 1 Peter 4:7 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? Beloved, we indeed have to heed the words of Christ Jesus in Matthew 7:3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? How’s that for a graphic picture of the problem!
So a minister was busy casting out a devil, and the disciples didn’t like it. Seems they thought only they could do ministry! After all, they were God’s “man of the hour.” Well guess what, God doesn’t need a man of the hour, God needs the humble man who hears and obeys and advances the kingdom of God!

As a young Christian I was involved in street ministry, jail ministry, I was new to the work force, and was active in witnessing about the goodness of Jesus Christ. One of the older ladies at work was a Christian, but didn’t really want to talk about it. Naturally being a young zealot without knowledge I asked her why. She said, “I serve God my own way, but at least I’m not living on the streets like some bum.” Well, fine. So when I was downtown involved in street ministry one of the homeless outcasts says to me as I was handing him a tract, “I may be down and out but I haven’t broken any laws, at least I’m not in jail!” Well, fine again. The church lady judges herself by not being homeless. The homeless judges himself by not being in jail. So next I go to the jail to preach and teach. And someone there says, “I may be in jail but I’m serving God, I’m not like those hypocrites in the church!” So now the guy in jail judges himself by not being a hypocrite. 

What we are supposed to do is judge ourselves by the standard of Jesus Christ. And guess what, by that standard we’re all below dust, so who cares what little accomplishments one might have. Next to the standard of pure holiness, righteousness, and perfection we all take last place by a country mile. It’s not even a race! But we like to judge ourselves by comparing ourselves to others. Not wise. Second Corinthians 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.
In thirty years of being a Christian I have seen a lot of movements, a lot of expressions of worship, a lot of distinctive church services, and sadly, a lot of criticism from people of those who serve God in a manner different from themselves. More sadly still, I have been guilty of some of this criticism as well. Does this mean that any and every type of behavior and expression is acceptable or appropriate as long as we claim it is worshipping God? No, it doesn’t. There are boundaries; still Jesus said, he that is not against us is for us.
Judge the fruit on the tree. A good tree brings forth good fruit. What is the fruit of the person’s testimony, their ministry, their doctrine (teaching)? Does it minster life, does it edify rather than destroy? Is it prospering, that is, is it increasing and advancing, or is it dead, lifeless, and empty? Take a hard look at the beam in your own eye beloved!
Years ago I was listing to a Baptist preacher on the radio. Being Pentecostal the strict Baptist line wasn’t what I had been taught or experienced. So for a season I’d tell anyone who’d listen what I thought of this Baptist preacher, and it wasn’t favorable. Never mind that this preacher had a radio program, had been teaching through the Bible for years and years, successfully pastored churches and led multitudes to faith in Christ. Never mind he had earned doctoral degrees. I was 23 years old and knew more than he did… or so I thought. One afternoon while mowing the lawn the Spirit of the Lord says to me, “you know my servant, the Baptist preacher you are critical of?” I said “yes, sir.” The Lord continued: “he was preaching the gospel before you were born.” I said “yes, sir.” The Lord says, “Don’t say anything critical of him again.” I said, “yes, sir.” Now, almost 30 years later, I still haven’t said anything else negative about him. He’s since gone on to heaven, but his radio ministry continues to this day, and it blesses me each time I listen to it. I still disagree with some of his interpretations (apparently he disagreed with my interpretations as well!) but so be it, he that is not against us is for us.
Often I grow weary of the hyper-faith, ultra-prosperity preachers. These guys give the rest of the balanced ministers who teach the purpose and plan for godly prosperity a bad name. Yet they are still reaching many people for Christ, whether some of us want to admit it or not. Someone has to reach the rich, and the hyper- prosperity preachers do just that. Regarding my own field of ministry to the poor and the prisoner, there are those in the church world who find fault with that. “Why minister to them, they get what they deserve, better to feed the homeless or help battered women than mess with criminals.” I’m called to prison work, and have been for years and years. Others are called to the rich. Both poor and rich need the gospel preached to them. 
Some are called to the business community, some the prison community, some to the sick and the poor, some to the academic community, some to blue collar workers, some white collar, some gold collar. Some to politicians, some to young people, some to athletes. Whoever it is, let us rejoice at the ministry God calls both us and others to. It takes all kinds, with our various giftings, to get the job of spreading the gospel done, and God uses who He will unto those ends. The Fundamentalists have their place, the Independents have their place, the Baptist, Methodist, Assemblies of God all have their place. As each seeks the goodwill of others, and in their way worships the King of kings and Lord of lords in Spirit and in Truth, then we’ll all become more conformed unto the image of Christ and be the bride prepared for the bridegroom, Jesus Christ the Righteousness of God. We keep pressing on…Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:13
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